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Laù Thö Chuû Nhieäm

Thaân göûi quyù Tröôûng, quyù Phuï huynh, cuøng caùc em Höôùng Ñaïo sinh thaân meán,

Ñaëc San Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh naøy ñöôïc aán haønh nhaân dòp Lieân ñoaøn kyû nieäm 10 naêm thaønh laäp vaø phaùt

trieån. Trong khoaûng thôøi gian ñoù, chuùng ta ñaõ traûi qua nhöõng naêm thaùng ñaàu tieân nhieàu gian nan thöû

thaùch ñeå tieán ñeán gian ñoaïn oån ñònh nhö hieän nay. Noâi dung cuûa ñaëc san goàm nhieàu baøi vieát vaø hình

aûnh ñöôïc xem nhö thöôùc ño ñoaïn ñöôøng maø Lieân ñoaøn ñaõ ñi qua. Raát mong taát caû chuùng ta seõ ñoùn nhaän

ñaëc san naøy nhö moät kyû vaät ñaùnh daáu quaù trình phaùt trieån ñoù vôùi tinh thaàn laïc quan höôùng veà töông lai.

Caùc em Höôùng Ñaïo Sinh thaân meán,

Nhöõng Tröôûng höôùng daãn caùc em hieän nay chính laø hình aûnh caùc em caùch ñaây 5 naêm.  Nhö vaäy, Phong

traøo noùi chung vaø Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh noùi rieâng ñang ñöôïc tieáp noái bôûi lôùp ñaøn em. Söï tröôûng thaønh coù

ñöôïc hieän nay laø do loøng nhieät thaønh cuûa caùc Tröôûng, söï haêng say hoïc hoûi cuûa caùc em, cuøng vôùi coâng

lao ñoùng gop cuûa phuï huynh. Caùc em neân haõnh dieän vôùi moãi böôùc ñi leân cuûa Lieân ñoaøn.

Höôùng ñaïo laø moät Phong traøo coù toå chöùc. Lieân ñoaøn tin töôûng caùc em seõ gaéng söùc ñeå chöùng toû caùc em

khoâng nhöõng chæ saùnh vai vôùi ñaøn anh maø coøn khoâng ngaàn ngaïi vöôït böôùc ñaøn anh trong coâng taùc phaùt

trieån Phong traøo.  Caùc em seõ “Gaéng Söùc” hôn ñeå  “Saép Saün” tinh thaàn vaø nghò löïc ñeå “Khai Phaù” chaân

trôøi môùi, vôùi muïc ñích “Giuùp Ích” khoâng chæ cho Lieân ñoaøn vaø Phong traøo maø coøn cho xaõ hoäi nöõa.

Quyù Phuï Huynh kính meán,

Vôùi quyeát ñònh cho con em ñeán vôùi Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh, chaéc haún quyù vò ñaõ tìm hieåu vaø hy voïng Lieân

ñoaøn seõ laø moâi tröôøng ñaøo taïo con em mình coù theâm baûn laõnh ñeå thaønh coâng moïi maët, trong hoïc ñöôøng

cuõng nhö ngoaøi xaõ hoäi. Söï tin töôûng naøy laø ñoäng cô ñeå caùc Tröôûng maïnh daïn höôùng daãn caùc con em cuûa

quyù vò theo phöông phaùp maø caùc Tröôûng ñaõ hoïc hoûi ñeå coù theå giuùp caùc em ñaït ñöôïc nhöõng gì quyù vò

mong muoán. Söï hoã trôï tích cöïc cuûa quyù phuï huynh chính laø moät trong nhöõng ñoäng cô ñeå caùc Tröôûng

chu toaøn nhieäm vuï cuûa mình.

Quyù Tröôûng thaân meán,

Baden Powell, ngöôøi Anh Caû cuûa chuùng ta ñaõ vieát: “Hoaït ñoäng Höôùng ñaïo khoâng phaûi laø moät moân hoïc

tröøu töôïng hay khoù khaên gì, noù laø moät cuoäc chôi neáu ta bieát nhìn theo ñuùng höôùng. Ñoàng thôøi, hoaït

ñoäng Höôùng ñaïo laïi coù tính caùch giaùo duïc vaø coù khuynh höôùng ñem laïi lôïi ích cho caû ngöôøi nhaän laãn

ngöôøi cho”.

Trong Hoäi nghò Theá giôùi Höôùng ñaïo vaøo naêm 1929 taïi Ñan Maïch, moät nghò quyeát ñaõ ñöôïc thoâng qua,

trong ñoù chöùa ñöïng nhöõng lôøi giaûi thích quan troïng veà Toân chæ vaø Muïc ñích cuûa Phong traøo Höôùng

ñaïo: Phong traøo Höôùng ñaïo coù tính caùch Quoác gia vì do caùc hoäi Höôùng ñaïo quoác gia tröïc tieáp ñieàu

haønh; coù tính caùch Quoác teá vì noù coâng nhaän raèng khoâng coù haøng raøo naøo ngaên noåi tình thaân höõu Höôùng

ñaïo; coù tính caùch Hoaøn vuõ vì noù nhaán maïnh treân tình Huynh ñeä theá giôùi giöõa caùc Höôùng Ñaïo Sinh

thuoäc moïi Quoác gia, moïi taàng lôùp vaø moïi tín ngöôõng. Beân caïnh ñoù, muïc ñích cuûa Höôùng ñaïo coøn laø

xaây döïng cho theá heä Thanh Thieáu Nieân thaät hoaøn haûo veà Theå duïc, Ñöùc duïc vaø Tinh thaàn. Luaät Höôùng

ñaïo cuõng ñoøi hoûi moãi Höôùng Ñaïo Sinh phaûi chaân thaønh thöïc haønh Ñaïo giaùo cuûa mình vaø ñoàng thôøi

caám baát cöù loaïi hoaït ñoäng tuyeân truyeàn beø phaùi naøo ôû nhöõng buoåi hoïp coù tính caùch hoãn hôïp.

Döïa vaøo neàn taûng treân, chuùng ta coù theå hieåu ñöôïc vai troø Tröôûng goàm coù :
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  Ngay khi chuùng ta böôùc vaøo tuoåi giaø, chuùng ta coù theå choùng queân raèng mình ñaõ  töøng laø treû em.

- Muïc ñích: Ñaøo luyeän caùc em coù theå löïc toát vaø

baûn laõnh ñeå trôû thaønh nhöõng coâng daân thöïc söï

xöùng ñaùng vaø coù ích cho xaõ hoäi.

- Phöông phaùp: Trieät ñeå aùp duïng phöông phaùp

haøng ñoäi ñeå reøn luyeän chí khí vaø phaùt trieån caùc

khaû naêng cuûa treû baèng caùch giao traùch nhieäm

cho töøng caù nhaân, ñoàng thôøi töøng böôùc hoïc vaø

thöïc haønh nhöõng nguyeân taéc laõnh ñaïo.

- Nhieäm vuï: Giaùo duïc caùc em baèng göông saùng.

Ñoái vôùi Lieân ñoaøn, chuùng ta ñaõ qua 5 naêm ñaàu xaây

döïng; keá tieáp laø 5 naêm treû hoùa caùc Tröôûng. Hieän taïi taát

caû Tröôûng thuoäc caùc ngaønh ñeàu xuaát thaân töø nhöõng

Höôùng Ñaïo sinh cuûa Lieân ñoaøn. Söï thay ñoåi vai troø

naøy chaéc chaén ñoøi hoûi thôøi gian vaø kieân nhaãn. Thöïc teá chöùng minh phöông thöùc naøy ñang ñem laïi

thaønh quaû raát khích leä. Chuùng ta seõ tieáp tuïc con ñöôøng tröôùc maét vôùi nieàm tin vui vaø laïc quan.

Ñoái vôùi Phong traøo Höôùng Ñaïo Vieät Nam, Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh seõ tieáp tuïc duøng Luaät vaø Lôøi Höùa

Höôùng ñaïo laø kim chæ nam ñeå thöïc haønh vaø duy trì truyeàn thoáng vaên hoùa Vieät, luoân höôùng daãn

caùc em nhôù veà coäi nguoàn, giöõ gìn baûn saéc daân toäc phuø hôïp vôùi cuoäc soáng vaø xaõ hoäi hieän taïi.

Ban Bieân taäp chaân thaønh caùm ôn quùy Tröôûng, quùy Phuï huynh, vaø ñoaøn sinh ñaõ ñoùng goùp baøi vieát

vaø hình aûnh. Chuùng toâi cuõng khoâng queân göûi lôøi caùm ôn quùy maïnh thöôøng quaân vaø thaân höõu ñaõ

yeåm trôï tinh thaàn vaø vaät chaát ñeå coù ñöôïc Ñaëc san naøy ñeán tay quùy vò hoâm nay.

Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh
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Laù Thö Lieân Ñoaøn Tröôûng

For the last 10 years, Lien Doan Chi Linh has been growing
and thriving. Like any other unit, we have had our ups and downs
as well as our growing pains. However, we would not be where
we are today without the support of so many people.  From our
volunteers who have invested countless hours, to the parents who
take the time out of their schedule to bring their children to events, our Lien Doan
would not be the family it is today without you.  Special thanks for the guidance and
lessons that we have been given from leaders both within and outside our lien doan.
Most importantly, to the youth and young adults who come out week after week to our
park, I thank you not only for your time and dedication to representing our Lien Doan,
but also for your trust and respect and your love for it. For that, I am grateful and
would like to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart.

From when I started here nine years ago, LD Chi Linh was a small group of
scouters who believed that there could be a balance of using contemporary leadership
styles while maintaining the heritage and culture of Vietnam and Vietnamese Scouting.
Through the decade, the faces and leadership styles have changed, but our purpose
and mission remain the same: to serve the youth and to make them better citizens. As a
result, we have grown exponentially, from a small band of 24 to well over 150 strong,
while providing and maintaining a quality Scouting program.

I have personally witnessed the development and growth of many of the youth
and leaders who have dedicated their energy to make this program special. For them,
it is the drive to help the youth prepare for the future and to help them unlock their
potential that makes LD Chi Linh so special. With that in mind, Lien Doan Chi Linh
welcomes the challenges and opportunities that are before us as we embark on our
journey to another decade of growth, prosperity and success with open arms.

TABTT,

Tran Thien Dinh

Lien Doan Truong – Lien Doan Chi Linh
BSA Pack 901
BSA Troop 901
GSUSA Troop 3997
BSA Venturing Crew 299
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10 naêm nhìn laïi
Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh trong 10 naêm qua laø moät thôøi gian khaù daøi keå töø ngaøy thaønh laäp. Ñeå nhìn

laïi ñoaïn ñöôøng thaêng traàm, buoàn vui laãn loän ñoù, Ban Huynh Tröôûng Lieân ñoaøn chæ mong öôùc ghi laïi

nhöõng ñieàu tích cöïc; nhöõng vieäc ñaõ thöïc hieän nhaèm töï kieåm ñieåm vaø ñaùnh giaù mình haàu phaán ñaáu cho

nhöõng naêm thaùng saép tôùi. Dó nhieân cuõng xin quyù vò thoâng caûm bao dung cho nhöõng khuyeát ñieåm tieâu

cöïc.

Tröôùc heát laø nhöõng vieäc maø Lieân ñoaøn thöôøng xuyeân thöïc hieän vaø seõ coøn tieáp tuïc trong töông lai:

- Coâng taùc xaõ hoäi : Ban Huynh Tröôûng ñaõ coäng taùc vôùi Little Saigon Foundation trong chöông

trình Phaùt Quaø Giaùng Sinh haèng naêm vaø seõ tieáp tuïc trong töông lai khi chöông trình naøy vaãn

ñöôïc tieán haønh.

- Sinh hoaït chung vôùi caùc ñôn vò baïn: Tuy thaønh laäp naêm 2001, nhöng maõi ñeán naêm 2004 Lieân

ñoaøn Chí Linh môùi laø thaønh vieân chính thöùc cuûa Nhoùm Chôi Chung thuoäc Mieàn Taây Nam Hoa

Kyø. Baûn thaân Lieân Ñoaøn yù thöùc ñöôïc ñoù laø thôøi gian thöû thaùch neân coá gaéng ñeå cuoái cuøng ñaõ hoøa

nhaäp vaø sinh hoaït haøi hoøa vôùi caùc Lieân Ñoaøn baïn.

- Nhöõng buoåi leã trao ñaúng thöù  : Lieân ñoaøn thöôøng toå chöùc nhöõng buoåi leã trao ñaúng thöù cho

nhöõng Höôùng Ñaïo sinh ñaõ hoaøn taát chöông trình thaêng tieán nhaèm muïc tieâu khoâng chæ taïo nieàm

töï haøo nôi töøng ñoaøn sinh vaø gia ñình, maø coøn laø nguoàn coå voõ cho toaøn Lieân ñoaøn trong coâng

taùc ñaåy maïnh söï phaùt trieån phong traøo Höôùng ñaïo.

- Nhöõng chöông trình mang tính truyeàn thoáng daân toäc : Traïi Xuaân ñöôïc thöïc hieän keøm theo nghi

thöùc teá leã Toå tieân, cuøng caùc troø chôi daân gian. Höôùng daãn caùc em caùch goùi baùnh chöng ñeå caùc

em hieåu phong tuïc taäp quaùn coå truyeàn Vieät Nam. Chaøo côø moãi ñaàu thaùng ñeå taát caû thaønh vieân

trong Lieân ñoaøn, ñaëc bieät caùc Ñoaøn sinh nhìn thaáy laù côø Coá Quoác VNCH, bieåu töôïng cho chính

nghóa töï do daân chuû soáng maõi trong loøng ngöôøi Vieät tî naïn. Teát Trung Thu vaø leã Giaùng Sinh

cuõng ñöôïc toå chöùc vôùi khoâng khí vui töôi aám cuùng.

- Huaán luyeän : LÑ luoân khuyeán khích caùc Tröôûng tham döï caùc khoùa huaán luyeän boå tuùc ñeå  caäp

nhaät Ngheà Tröôûng; ngoøai ra, lieân ñoaøn cuõng coù nhöõng khoùa huaán luyeän rieâng cho ñoaøn sinh

cuûa minh hoaëc göûi tham döï caùc khoùa Ngaønh do Chaâu, Ñaïo toå chöùc.

Keá tieáp, theo thöù töï thôøi gian, nhöõng vieäc cuï theå Lieân ñoaøn ñaõ laøm:

- 2001: Caùc Tröôûng Tröông Phuùc Loan, Nguyeãn Nhaät Töïu, Lyù Nhaät Hui vaø Nguyeãn Minh Giang

quyeát ñònh rôøi Lieân ñoaøn Hoa Lö ñeå thaønh laäp Lieân ñoaøn môùi vôùi danh xöng Lieân ñoaøn Chí

Linh. Leã ra maét lieân ñoaøn ñöôïc toå chöùc coù söï tham döï cuûa caùc ñôn vò thuoäc Mieàn Taây Nam Hoa

Kyø.

- 2002: Boán Tröôûng cuøng vôùi 3 Thanh sinh ñaïi dieän Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh tham döï traïi Hoïp Baïn

Thaúng Tieán 7 taïi Houston, Texas.

- 2003 : Giuùp khaùnh thaønh baûng “Welcome to Little Saigon” taïi thaønh phoá Westminster. Toå

chöùc  traïi Xuaân ñaàu tieân cho Lieân ñoaøn. Tham döï traïi Ñaïo cuûa BSA. Tham döï traïi Lieân Keát 9.

- 2004: Chính thöùc laø thaønh vieân cuûa Nhoùm Chôi thuoäc Mieàn Taây Nam Hoa Kyø. Göûi 13 Thanh

sinh tham döï traïi Supercamp daønh cho Ngaønh Thanh.
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- 2005: Cuøng caùc ñôn vò baïn, qua lôøi keâu goïi cuûa Hoäi Ñoàng Trung Öông / Höôùng Ñaïo Vieät Nam,

röûa xe vaø ñi boâ gaây quyõ cöùu trôï Soùng Thaàn taïi Nam AÙ. Tham döï traïi thöû nghieäm ñeå chuaån bò toå

chöùc traïi Hoïp Baïn Thaúng Tieán 8 .

- 2006:  Lieân ñoaøn coù 122 traïi sinh tham döï traïi Thaúng Tieán 8  laàn ñaàu toå chöùc taïi Nam California

vaø laø thaønh vieân cuûa Ban Toå Chöùc. Kyû nieäm Ñeä Nguõ chu nieân vaø phaùt haønh ñaëc san. Taân Lieân

ñoaøn Tröôûng Traàn Thieân Ñònh thay theá Tröôûng Lyù Nhaät Hui chaám döùt nhieäm vu.

- 2007: Cuøng vôùi caùc ñôn vò kyû nieäm 100 naêm thaønh laäp Phong traøo Höôùng ñaïo. Tröôûng Traàn

Thieân Ñònh nhaän Silver Beaver Award. Lieân ñoaøn toå chöùc leã trao Venture Silver Award ñaàu

tieân .

- 2008: Cuøng vôùi Anh Chò Em Höôùng Ñaïo Vieät Nam haûi ngoaïi toå chöùc kyû nieäm 25 naêm Hoäi Nghò

Costa Mesa.

- 2009: Tham döï traïi hoïp baïn Thaúng Tieán IX taïi San Lorenzo Park, King City mieàn Baéc tieåu

bang California. Toå chöùc lôùp daïy Vieät ngöõ cho caùc ñoaøn sinh ngaønh AÁu, vaø hieän coøn tieáp tuïc.

- 2010: Kyû nieäm 80 naêm thaønh laäp Phong traøo Höôùng Ñaïo Vieät Nam. Lieân ñoaøn göûi moät HÑS

tham gia ñôn vò ñaëc bieät (Troop 1819 toaøn caùc HÑS goác Vieät).  Traïi hoïp baïn quoác gia Hoa Kyø

nhaân kyû nieäm 100 naêm Höôùng Ñaïo Hoa Kyø Lieân ñoaøn cuõng coù moät soá Tröôûng phuïc vuï. Traïi

Huy hieäu Röøng Tuøng Nguyeân VI ñöôïc toå chöùc vôùi 59 khoùa sinh do Tröôûng Lyù Nhaät Hui laø Khoùa

Tröôûng, LÑ Chí Linh coù 8 Tröôûng trong Toaùn Huaán luyeän vaø 5 khoùa sinh tham döï.

- 2011 : Toå chöùc kyû nieäm 10 naêm thaønh laäp Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh taïi Jurupa Park, Riverside.
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Parent of the YearParent of the YearParent of the YearParent of the YearParent of the Year
Chò Khoång Thanh- Lieân 2009-10

Anh Tröông Tony 2008-09

Anh Tröông Chí Vó 2007-08

Anh Nhan Thieân Huøng, 2006-07

AÁu : Chò Toân Nöõ Thanh Quyønh  2005 -2006

 Thieáu : Chò Leâ Thò Phöôïng     Thanh : Anh Voõ Hoàng Nguyeân

Anh Traàn Khieát, 2004-05

Chò Leâ Em, 2003-04

Anh Nguyeãn Nhö Nhaïc, 2002-03

Anh Nguyeãn Hoøa, 2001-02

Leader of the YearLeader of the YearLeader of the YearLeader of the YearLeader of the Year
Tr. Nguyeãn Nhaät Töïu 2009-10

Tr. Traàn Nghóa 2008-09

Tr. Patrick Nguyeãn 2007-08

Tr. Trish Mai 2006-07

Tr. Alina Lee 2005-06

Tr. Haø Myõ Töù, 2004-05

Tr. Traàn Thieân Ñònh, 2003-04
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                                                                                     BSA Eagles ScoutBSA Eagles ScoutBSA Eagles ScoutBSA Eagles ScoutBSA Eagles Scout
 1. 1. 1. 1. 1. Anthony LeeAnthony LeeAnthony LeeAnthony LeeAnthony Lee

2 .2 .2 .2 .2 . Patrick NguyeãnPatrick NguyeãnPatrick NguyeãnPatrick NguyeãnPatrick Nguyeãn

3 .3 .3 .3 .3 . Alain ChaâuAlain ChaâuAlain ChaâuAlain ChaâuAlain Chaâu

4 .4 .4 .4 .4 . Quang VQuang VQuang VQuang VQuang Voõo õo õo õo õ

5 .5 .5 .5 .5 . Kevin Khoa NguyeãnKevin Khoa NguyeãnKevin Khoa NguyeãnKevin Khoa NguyeãnKevin Khoa Nguyeãn

6 .6 .6 .6 .6 . RRRRRyan Nhaân Leâyan Nhaân Leâyan Nhaân Leâyan Nhaân Leâyan Nhaân Leâ

7 .7 .7 .7 .7 . Mathew MaiMathew MaiMathew MaiMathew MaiMathew Mai

8 .8 .8 .8 .8 . David Danh ÑaëngDavid Danh ÑaëngDavid Danh ÑaëngDavid Danh ÑaëngDavid Danh Ñaëng

9 .9 .9 .9 .9 . Justin Hieäp NguyeãnJustin Hieäp NguyeãnJustin Hieäp NguyeãnJustin Hieäp NguyeãnJustin Hieäp Nguyeãn

10 .10 .10 .10 .10 . Phaùt TPhaùt TPhaùt TPhaùt TPhaùt Taïaïaïaïaï

11 .11 .11 .11 .11 . Khoa TKhoa TKhoa TKhoa TKhoa Traànraànraànraànraàn

12 .12 .12 .12 .12 . Quang ( Mila) HoàQuang ( Mila) HoàQuang ( Mila) HoàQuang ( Mila) HoàQuang ( Mila) Hoà

13 .13 .13 .13 .13 . Andy NguyeãnAndy NguyeãnAndy NguyeãnAndy NguyeãnAndy Nguyeãn

14 .14 .14 .14 .14 . VVVVVictor Hoaøng Victor Hoaøng Victor Hoaøng Victor Hoaøng Victor Hoaøng Vuõuõuõuõuõ

15 .15 .15 .15 .15 . Kevin TKevin TKevin TKevin TKevin Trung Vrung Vrung Vrung Vrung Voõo õo õo õo õ

16 .16 .16 .16 .16 . Richard VRichard VRichard VRichard VRichard Vuõuõuõuõuõ

17 .17 .17 .17 .17 . Bryant TBryant TBryant TBryant TBryant Trònhrònhrònhrònhrònh

18 .18 .18 .18 .18 . Richard TRichard TRichard TRichard TRichard Tuaán Vuaán Vuaán Vuaán Vuaán Vuõuõuõuõuõ

19 .19 .19 .19 .19 . Andrew MaiAndrew MaiAndrew MaiAndrew MaiAndrew Mai

20 .20 .20 .20 .20 . Denny VDenny VDenny VDenny VDenny Voõo õo õo õo õ

21 .21 .21 .21 .21 . Albert NguyeãnAlbert NguyeãnAlbert NguyeãnAlbert NguyeãnAlbert Nguyeãn

22 .22 .22 .22 .22 . Long PhanLong PhanLong PhanLong PhanLong Phan

23 .23 .23 .23 .23 . VVVVVieät H. Phaïmieät H. Phaïmieät H. Phaïmieät H. Phaïmieät H. Phaïm

24 .24 .24 .24 .24 . Phi Nguyeân KingPhi Nguyeân KingPhi Nguyeân KingPhi Nguyeân KingPhi Nguyeân King

                                     Girls Scout Gold  A  Girls Scout Gold  A  Girls Scout Gold  A  Girls Scout Gold  A  Girls Scout Gold  Awardswardswardswardswards

1 .1 .1 .1 .1 .  Alina Lee Alina Lee Alina Lee Alina Lee Alina Lee

2 .2 .2 .2 .2 . Mary ( Baûo Chaâu) NguyeãnMary ( Baûo Chaâu) NguyeãnMary ( Baûo Chaâu) NguyeãnMary ( Baûo Chaâu) NguyeãnMary ( Baûo Chaâu) Nguyeãn

3 .3 .3 .3 .3 . Dara BruceDara BruceDara BruceDara BruceDara Bruce

4 .4 .4 .4 .4 . Diane BuøiDiane BuøiDiane BuøiDiane BuøiDiane Buøi

5 .5 .5 .5 .5 . Diana NguyeãnDiana NguyeãnDiana NguyeãnDiana NguyeãnDiana Nguyeãn

6 .6 .6 .6 .6 . Catherine(TCatherine(TCatherine(TCatherine(TCatherine(T. Ñoan)Nguyeãn. Ñoan)Nguyeãn. Ñoan)Nguyeãn. Ñoan)Nguyeãn. Ñoan)Nguyeãn

7 .7 .7 .7 .7 . Ivy NguyeãnIvy NguyeãnIvy NguyeãnIvy NguyeãnIvy Nguyeãn

8 .8 .8 .8 .8 . Nancy NguyeãnNancy NguyeãnNancy NguyeãnNancy NguyeãnNancy Nguyeãn

9 .9 .9 .9 .9 . TTTTTieân Nguyeãnieân Nguyeãnieân Nguyeãnieân Nguyeãnieân Nguyeãn

10 .10 .10 .10 .10 . An ÑònhAn ÑònhAn ÑònhAn ÑònhAn Ñònh

11 .11 .11 .11 .11 . Dana NguyeãnDana NguyeãnDana NguyeãnDana NguyeãnDana Nguyeãn

12 .12 .12 .12 .12 . Lucie VLucie VLucie VLucie VLucie Vuõuõuõuõuõ

13 .13 .13 .13 .13 . Nancy VNancy VNancy VNancy VNancy Voõo õo õo õo õ

14 .14 .14 .14 .14 . Uyeân LeâUyeân LeâUyeân LeâUyeân LeâUyeân Leâ

15 .15 .15 .15 .15 . Kathy NguyeãnKathy NguyeãnKathy NguyeãnKathy NguyeãnKathy Nguyeãn

16 .16 .16 .16 .16 . Kathy ( Xuaân Loäc) VKathy ( Xuaân Loäc) VKathy ( Xuaân Loäc) VKathy ( Xuaân Loäc) VKathy ( Xuaân Loäc) Vaênaênaênaênaên

17 .17 .17 .17 .17 . Kathy VKathy VKathy VKathy VKathy Vuõuõuõuõuõ

18 .18 .18 .18 .18 . Mindy NguyeãnMindy NguyeãnMindy NguyeãnMindy NguyeãnMindy Nguyeãn

19 .19 .19 .19 .19 . Linda NguyeãnLinda NguyeãnLinda NguyeãnLinda NguyeãnLinda Nguyeãn

20 .20 .20 .20 .20 . Annie NguyeãnAnnie NguyeãnAnnie NguyeãnAnnie NguyeãnAnnie Nguyeãn

21 .21 .21 .21 .21 . Khanh TKhanh TKhanh TKhanh TKhanh Traànraànraànraànraàn

22 .22 .22 .22 .22 . TTTTTiffany Hoàiffany Hoàiffany Hoàiffany Hoàiffany Hoà

23 .23 .23 .23 .23 . Kristine TKristine TKristine TKristine TKristine Traànraànraànraànraàn

24 .24 .24 .24 .24 . Katherine VKatherine VKatherine VKatherine VKatherine Voõo õo õo õo õ

25 .25 .25 .25 .25 . Jennifer TJennifer TJennifer TJennifer TJennifer Tröôngröôngröôngröôngröông
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Coù dòp cuøng gia ñình du hí Las Vegas,
quyù vò neân cho con em thaêm vieáng vaø taän maét
thöôûng thöùc voâ soá nhöõng kyû vaät Höôùng Ñaïo treân
theá giôùi ñöôïc tröng baøy taïi Vieän Baûo Taøng Höôùng
Ñaïo Quoác Teá Las Vegas (Las Vegas International
Scouting Museum).
Trong soá nhöõng töôïng aûnh taïi ñaây coù moät böùc aûnh
noåi baèng ñoàng ghi laïi hình moät thöông binh naèm
treân ñaát, chaân traùi bò thöông ñöôïc moät chieán binh
khaùc chaêm soùc. Ñaëc bieät hai anh laïi chaøo nhau
theo cung caùch höôùng ñaïo. Caâu chuyeän thaät xaåy
ra trong nhöõng ngaøy cuoái theá chieán thöù hai giöõa
Thuûy Quaân Luïc Chieán Myõ vaø Quaân Ñoäi Thieân
Hoaøng nhö sau:
Treân moät haûi ñaûo nhoû ôû Thaùi Bình Döông caùc chieán
binh Myõ ñuïng ñoä vôùi quaân Nhaät. Coù moät quaân
nhaân Myõ queâ taïi Salt Lake City bò thöông chaân
traùi vaø ngaát ñi. Ñoàng ñoäi khoâng bieát neân vaãn tieáp
tuïc lao vaøo cuoäc chieán phía tröôùc. Khoâng laâu sau
ñoù anh tænh daäy.
Nhìn quanh baõi sa tröôøng, anh ta môùi hoaøn hoàn
nhaän ra moãi mình mình coøn soáng. Coá göôïng ñöùng
daäy nhöng söùc taøn löïc kieät, anh thöông binh ñaønh
xuoâi tay ngaû ngöôøi naèm chôø, mong ñoàng nguõ trôû
laïi. Khoaûng moät giôø sau anh nghe coù tieáng ñoäng,
höôùng maét veà phía tieáng ñoäng khaû nghi, anh khoâng
maáy tin töôûng vaøo thò giaùc cuûa mình. Baïn  ñaâu
chaúng thaáy. Moät anh lính Nhaät ñang mon men laïi
gaàn, ñaàu ñoäi noùn nguïy trang phuû ñaày coû, anh lom
khom di chuyeån töøng böôùc, ñaûo maét quan saùt traùi
phaûi, tröôùc sau. Khaåu suùng gaén löôõi leâ daøi vaø saéc
caïnh loang loaùng döôùi aùnh naéng chieàu. Anh lính
myõ toaùt moà hoâi laïnh coá kìm haõm hôi thôû hoån heån
nhöng anh Nhaät vaãn nghe thaáy. Nhö moät phaûn
öùng caáp thôøi, anh Thöông binh sôø soaïng daây nòt
tính ruùt suùng luïc beân hoâng ra thuû theá.  Phaùt hieän
ñoái phöông, anh Nhaät nhoaøi ngöôøi nhaûy qua moät
beân.

Hoï chæ caùch nhau loái möôøi meùt. Moät beân laêm laêm
tay suùng; beân kia ngoaéc ngoaûi thôû doác chôø cheát.
“Thoâi theá laø xong, ñaønh boû thaây nôi choán khæ ho
coø gaùy naøy thoâi ... Vónh bieät cha meï”, anh thöông
binh thoaùng nghó.
Chuù lính Nhaät nom coøn treû. Hai ñòch thuû  xem
chöøng traïc löùa tuoåi.
Ñoâi maét anh Nhaät aùnh leân noãi thuø haän. Anh quyeát
ñònh seõ ñaâm keû thuø baèng löôõi leâ thay vì noå suùng.
Luïi cho noù moät caùi, khoûi oàn aøo ….. Baát ñoà anh thöông
binh ñöa tay leân che maët vaø thieáp ñi….
Moät hoài sau anh tænh laïi. Trôøi ñaõ toái, vaøi vì sao
nhaáp nhaùy treân cao. Töø bôø bieån laáp loaùng aùnh ñeøn
cuøng tieáng ñaïi baùc voïng veà. UÛa, mình coøn soáng
sao ñaây?...
Anh Nhaät boû ñi. Chaân anh thöông binh  ñöôïc baêng
boù. Ai saên soùc mình vaäy caø? Anh TQLC Myõ vaån
vô suy nghó.
Vaøi giôø sau, ñoàng ñoäi ñeán cöùu anh ta. Moät chieán
höõu nhaët ñöôïc maûnh giaáy gaàn caønh caây vaø ñuùt
vaøo tuùi keû bò naïn. Taïi beänh vieän daõ chieán, nhôù laïi
chuyeän xaåy ra, anh moùc tôø giaáy vieát baèng Anh
ngöõ ra ñoïc ngaáu nghieán:
“Thaân göûi ngöôøi anh em,
Khi toâi tính ñaâm thì baát giaùc anh dô ba ngoùn tay
chaøo.Toâi nhaän ra ngay anh laø moät Höôùng Ñaïo
sinh, toâi cuõng theá. Chuùng ta laø anh em. Tình huynh
ñeä ñaõ ngaên caûn toâi gieát ngöôøi anh em. Anh ñaõ

 ANH EM BOÁN BEÅ ANH EM BOÁN BEÅ ANH EM BOÁN BEÅ ANH EM BOÁN BEÅ ANH EM BOÁN BEÅ
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chieán ñaáu duõng caûm choáng chuùng toâi roài bò thöông.
Binh só naøo bò thöông khoâng coøn laø chieán binh
nöõa. Ñaát nöôùc toâi toân thôø Voõ Sæ Ñaïo cuõng nhö
phöông Taây caùc anh kính troïng Hieäp Só thôøi trung
coå. Samurai khoâng haï saùt samurai khaùc bò thöông.
Thaät lyù thuù khi anh, moät ngöôøi lính myõ, laïi laø keû
thuø ñaùng gôøm nhaát cuûa toâi. Toâi baêng boù cho anh.
Ñaùng tieác, khoâng ñuû thuoác. Chuùc may maén. Mong
ngaøy gaëp nhau vaøo dòp thuaän tieän hôn, Scout
Jamboree chaúng haïn”.
Theá chieán chaám döùt. Ñoàng minh thaéng traän. Anh
TQLC trôû veà queâ Salt Lake City sum hoïp vôùi gia
ñình vaø keå laïi caâu chuyeän mình bò thöông ra sao;
ñöôïc cöùu soáng nhö theá naøo. Cha anh raát xuùc ñoäng.
OÂng beøn keå laïi cho Tr. Jackson luùc baáy giôø laø moät
Tröôûng laõnh ñaïo cuûa BSA. Ngöôøi ta cho raèng ñaây
laø baèng chöùng cho tình anh em boán bieån moät nhaø.
Khoaûng nhieàu naêm sau, Hieäp Chuûng Quoác Hoa
Kyø toå chöùc Traïi hoïp baïn quoác teá. Tröôûng Jackson
ñem caâu chuyeän naøy thuaät laïi cho phaùi ñoaøn Nhaät

tham döï traïi vaø yeâu caàu hoï tìm kieám ngöôøi lính
Nhaät. Song khoâng ai tìm ra tung tích. Coù leõ ngöôøi
lính kia khoâng trôû laïi Nhaät hoaëc giaû, anh ñaõ boû
mình ngoøai chieán ñòa.
Caâu chuyeän ngöôøi chieán só voâ danh ñöôïc truyeàn
tuïng trong HÑS Nhaät. Chuyeän gaây höùng khôûi laøm
ai naáy ñeàu caûm thaáy töï haøo veà ngöôøi chieán só
Höôùng Ñaïo voâ danh kia. Hoï phaùt ñoäng gaây quõy,
ñoùng goùp taøi vaät tích luõy khieâm toán cuûa moãi caù
nhaân. Sau moät thôøi gian khaù laâu, anh em môùi coù
khaû naêng xaây döïng moät ñaøi kyû nieäm. Böùc töôïng
khaéc noåi hình moät anh lính Nhaät tay naâng chaân
anh thöông binh, tay phaûi chaøo. Hai ngöôøi chaøo
nhau. Quyù vò coù theå tìm thaáy töôïng ñaøi naøy ôû coâng
vieân thieáu nhi Kodomo-no-Kuni taïi Yokohama.
Phía tröôùc töôïng ñaøi naøy noåi baät töôïng moät HÑS
khaùc ñang chaøo hai chieán sæ thuoäc hai nöôùc thuø
ñòch. Caùc chieán só HÑS treân thaám nhuaàn tinh thaàn
HÑ vaø laø haït nhaân cuï theå cuûa Tình Huynh Ñeä
Theá Giôùi.

Ñeà keát thuùc, xin trích daãn moät phaàn baøi vieát cuûa
Baùo Jamboree naêm 1924: ÔÛ Nam Haûi, haøng trieäu
vi sinh vaät hôïp taùc vôùi nhau vaø daàn daàn taïo neân
nhöõng taûng ñaù san hoâ roài trôû thaønh hoøn ñaûo lôùn.
Ñieàu naøy cho thaáy nhöõng gì coù theå laøm neáu moät
soá ñoâng ngöôøi cuøng hôïp taùc ñeå thöïc hieän moät coâng
trình lôùn lao. Cuõng nhö caùc HÑS coá gaéng thöïc
haønh tình huynh ñeä vaø thieän chí ñoái vôùi nhau; nhôø
vaäy ñeán moät ngaøy taát caû caùc quoác gia ñeàu trôû neân
thaân thieän  hôn.
Phoûng theo baøi truy  taàm  cuûa ASM Mr. M.

Yamada Troop15, 5/2007. NCN

Vaøi hình aûnh chuïp taïi Las Vegas ISM :

Plaque vaø huy chöông kyû nieäm 2 vò Toång Thö kyù

Vaên Phoøng Höôùng Ñaïo Theá Giôùi
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AtAtAtAtAt 27 years old, I have been in Scouting for

17 years – more than half of my life.  At our lien doan’s
10 year anniversary, I will have been with Lien Doan

Chi Linh for more than half of my Scouting life.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I have

learned to deliver the Scouting program to our units,

maybe not perfectly but to the best of my ability.  I

have stood as the Doan Truong for a unit and I have

served as Lien Doan Pho.  I have guided Venturers

into becoming Junior Leaders, then into becoming

Assistant Leaders, and then into becoming Doan Truongs.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I have

earned my Wood Badge and served as staff on half a

dozen courses.  I have signed off on dozens of merit

badges, and participated on my district’s camporee

staff and Advancement Committee.  I have received my

District Award of Merit.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I have

volunteered on the International Hosting Committee at

a BSA National Jamboree.  I have traveled to Canada,

Mexico, and Brazil as a part of the 2019 North American

World Jamboree Bid team.  I helped to win that bid.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I have

served as a Member-At-Large on the Board of Directors

for the Girl Scouts of Orange County.  I have

represented GSCOC at a GSUSA National Convention,

a Juliette Low Seminar in India, and at the WAGGGS

World Conference in South Africa.  I continue to serve

as a Service Unit Coordinator for Westminster 1.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I have

had kids join my units, quit my units, love me and hate

me.  I have helped kids climb mountains and I have

failed kids who have slipped through the cracks.  I

have made and lost friends, celebrated birthdays and

mourned at funerals.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I

wonder if I have done enough, and if what I have done

was always done well.  No and no.  But Scouting is my

religion, and Lien Doan Chi Linh is my family.  Regardless

of where life takes me, Scouting will always be in my

mind and LD Chi Linh in my heart, and because of that,

I will always strive to do more and be more.

After 10 years with Lien Doan Chi Linh, I have

found a place where I belong, and my only vision for

its future is to provide the same sense of belonging to

all who join it that it has given me.  Thank you to all who

have been a part of my life’s journey thus far: Scout

leaders, parents of Scouts, my family, and most of all,

my kids.

Alina Lee
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Scouting experience

IIIIIf I were to be asked what

Scouting meant to me, my reply
would probably sound cliché and
wholly underwhelming. But then
again, it’s not easy to encompass an
experience that has defined my life
for the last five years in a few simple
sentences. When I think of Scouting,
the first place that comes to mind is
Park West Park on McFadden
Avenue, and the first people that
come to mind are the members of
Liên Ðoàn Chí Linh. This group of
scouters, leaders, and parents has
been my family away from home
during those hot days under the sun
at weekend camps and a constant
source of motivation for me as I’ve
clumsily trekked through the past
few years of my life. I could say that
they’ll never know how much I
appreciate them, but it’d be due to
the fact that I rarely let them know.

My best shot at a description of
my Scouting experience would be to
define it as unorthodox. I joined
Scouting out of my own accord,
without any parental suggestion or
coercion. In fact, at times, my family
has suggested that I leave it.
Furthermore, it’s no secret that the
objective of Scouting for many has
been focused around the attainment
of awards and ranks. Blasphemous
as it may sound, my own objective
has never really revolved around
the various Scouting achievements.
I measure my own worth as a
Scouter and the worth of the
program that I’m a part of in the
amount of dedication that I am able

to devote to it and the various
positive aspects it has lent to my own
lifestyle and way of thinking. I guess
a part of the answer to the question
of what Scouting means to me can
be answered by my willingness to
return to the park on as many
Sunday mornings as I can to see
what I can contribute back to
something that has provided me with
so much. The other part can be
summed up with a few ways
Scouting has affected my life. In
times of desperation, I always strive
to seek hope and optimism. I never
kill spiders; I actually will try and
transport them out of my vicinity
and through the front door using a
newspaper. I make sure to pick up
both my own and my friends’ litter
(but only after yelling at them to do
it themselves fails).
The experiences I’ve gained from
being a part of this troop have left a
lasting effect on me; I can
 only hope life allows me the
opportunities to repay my dues.
Cheers to our tenth anniversary, Chí
Linh.
PhucPham
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HHHHHello everybody, my name is
Anthony Nguyen and I just rejoined Chi Linh
again for the second time. Sounds funny right?
I’ll start off with the first time I joined Scouting. I
believe I was 13 years old at the time. I learned
about Scouting through my sister’s friend, Vinh.
Up until then, I didn’t know exactly what Boy
Scouts did. To me, I just thought that they
camped and did all this community service like I’d
see in the movies. I soon learned that those things
were merely on the surface of what Boy Scouts
really do. Within my first few weeks in Chi Linh, I
learned about patrols, lashing, Scout oath and
laws, advancement, and some of the numerous
things the Scout handbook teaches you. I
discovered that Boy Scouting was a world and
a community all on its own, not constricted to
America, but also the entire world.
I regret to say that I did not stay in Boy
Scouting very long. I only stayed for about three
months. At that age, I wasn’t interested in waking
up every morning to drive to Scouts. I wasn’t
interested in wearing a uniform and having to
answer to a Scoutmaster. To me, it felt like it
was one more day of school, when I could just be
sleeping in at home, or playing video games. The
reality was that I was immature. I wasn’t interested
in learning essential life, leadership, and social
skills. The day I left Boy Scouts was the day I
prevented myself from being able to obtain the
rank of Eagle Scout.
Five years passed until the day I put on a uniform
again. During these five years, the most important
thing that happened to me was growing up and
discovering the values I care about. I became
involved as a Youth Leader at my church, primarily
through the influence of my sister. I have been a

Youth Leader at Santiago de Compostela
Catholic Church for five years, and I continue
to lead there today.
So why did I come back to Chi Linh? I wanted
to shake things up a bit. I felt that if I went to Chi
Linh and became a leader there, I could have a
greater impact and influence on the kids. While I
was at church, the kids I led were high school kids,
some around the age of Venturers. I decided to
come back to Chi Linh because I believed that
the kids would be more willing to learn, and more
respectful. Although I’ve only been back for
three months (from the date I’m writing this), I can
say that Chi Linh has made true of my beliefs.
The kids are so respectful and so engaged in
learning that I am glad I put the uniform on again.
Coming back to Chi Linh this second time has
been alot different for me. Coming back as an
adult with experience in leading has made things
much more enjoyable. Now I can appreciate the
values that Boy Scouting teaches you. Of
course, I thank my church for giving me all the skills
and training that I will employ in this troop.
Hopefully, while I’m with Chi Linh, I can teach
the kids a thing or two, but more importantly, that
the kids will teach me some things.

-Anthony Nguyen
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MMMMMy y y y y ThanksThanksThanksThanksThanks

FFFFFirst off, this one is

for all the Scouts and parents
of Lien Doan Chi Linh; the
past, present, and the future. I
would like to thank the past
Scouts and parents, the creators
of the beautiful and distinct
soul of Lien Doan Chi Linh, for being such
important figures in my life, growing up as an
adolescent. To the present, the heart of Lien Doan
Chi Linh, I thank everyone for working so hard to
keep the traditions of the Lien Doan alive as well as
improving all the programs to the highest level they
have ever been.  As for the future, I am honored by
your interest and involvement in the flourishing
Vietnamese Scouting movement.  My amazing family
of Scouts, I love you all very much.

Second, I would like everyone for attending
Lien Doan Chi Linh’s 10-year anniversary celebration
at Rancho Jurupa Park in Riverside, California. As
important as the Scouts within the lien doan are, our
brother and sister units are just as important in a more
macro point of view. Our lien doan would not have
been as successful without everyone’s assistance and
participation. Thank you, wonderful anh and chi of
other lien doan!

Lastly, a thank you to the BSA organization.
Thank you for your support the Vietnamese Scouting
movement and recognizing all of its
accomplishments.

A Look BA Look BA Look BA Look BA Look Back, A Look Fack, A Look Fack, A Look Fack, A Look Fack, A Look Fooooowarwarwarwarwarddddd
If you told me I would still be a part of Lien

Doan Chi Linh nine and a half years ago, I would
not have believed you.  The leaders I looked up to
taught me almost everything I had to know about
being a great Scout and it is because of them that I
aspire to do the same. Roughly four years ago, I was
honored with the chance to be a youth leader for the
Thieu program and it was, and still is, an entirely
new perspective for me. My fellow leaders and I are
responsible for guiding active young minds to their
fullest potential and no matter how difficult it may
be, it is always fun to me. Regardless of how long
you’ve in Scouting, every individual Scout you talk
to has his or her own unique personality which makes
leading them such an amazing experience. I am doing
something I truly enjoy, which is passing down
wisdom I learned from the leaders before me, and

seeing the newer generations of Scouts use such
wisdom to reach their goals. As long as there are
people who want to be Scouts or Scouts who want
to become better people through Scouting, I still want
to be a Truong. My appreciation and love for Lien
Doan Chi Linh and Vietnamese Scouting has
accumulated with age and it will not stop here. I can
honestly say Vietnamese Scouting is something I
want to be a part of for the remainder of my life.
Thank You.

Matthew Mai
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Ralph Waldo Emerson once said,

“Do not go where the path may lead, go
instead where there is no path and leave
a trail.” In a matter of twenty or so
words, the renowned poet has expressed
the very essence of my presence in
Scouting. But before I go on any further
about my purpose in Scouting, let’s take
it back a couple of years. Now, if you
were to ask me, “How long have you been a
Girl Scout?” the answer to that question
would be, unfortunately, that I never
was one. In fact, my involvement in the
Scouting movement has only just recently
begun. Scouting became a part of my life
around the winter of 2009. Though I was
never involved as a child, I had friends
who partook in HýÛng Ð¡o ViÇt Nam, and it
was only a matter of time before I found
my way into it as well. Before Scouting,
I was a leader of the youth program at my
church; something I had done for about
five years. As I was nearing the end of
the fifth year as a youth leader, I had
realized I needed a change. It was as if
my time was up, and I did everything I
could for that youth group. It was time
to pass on the reigns, it was time for
the youth I used to lead to step up, and
it was time for me to expand my horizons.
This is where Scouting came into the
picture. I asked my friend, who was a

trýßng in Liên Ðoàn Chí Linh, if they
needed any more volunteers or people to

help out with the troop; and the rest is
history.

That very winter, my life had
changed.

It has been nearly two years, and
I believe that joining the Scouting
movement is one of the best decisions I
have ever made. I am now a better leader
because of it, and on a larger scale, it
has made me a better person. Scouting
has helped me develop skills that are so
very important in almost every aspect of
life. In addition to personal growth, it
has also given me some amazing Philmont.
After being in Scouting for about a year,
I enrolled in Wood Badge Course WE4-39-
2-10. It was definitely an experience to
remember. It was the first event I did
that included Scouters from all different
backgrounds, races, and lifestyles; and
the best part of it all was knowing that
no matter how different we all were, we
all had (at least) one thing in common –
we were all a part of the same movement.
After the training weekends, I started
to work on my tickets. Within the last
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year I have been able to organize a Crime
Prevention Day, a day where I had a variety
of speakers, from law enforcement to a
youth-based prevention group, come out
to talk to our Liên Ðoàn about the affects
of bullying and other dangers. I have
also hosted a cultural diversity fun day,
which I called “Friends Abroad,” where
the £u Ðoàn of Chí Linh met an American
Boy Scout Pack. The day was filled with
games, jokes, and skits, all while
learning about different cultures! Since
Wood Badge, I have also become a Merit
Badge Counselor of Music, Communications,
Reading, and Public Speaking; and my goal
is to help every Boy Scout on his journey,
by becoming one step closer to earning

his Eagle. Aside from Wood Badge, I also
took a trip to New Mexico in June to
attend a Vietnamese Scout Leaders’ Summit
at Philmont. This event was also very
fun and full of learning. Because I
started HýÛng Ð¡o ViÇt Nam in my young
adult years, as opposed to my childhood,
there are many things I did not know.
The course at Philmont provided a lot of
information to help me understand
Vietnamese Scouting more. It was a week-
long conference with Vietnamese leaders
from all over the nation and of all
different ages. I met people from
Michigan, Oregon, and Texas, as well as
developed stronger bonds with leaders
from other Vietnamese troops of Southern
California.

In just a short amount of time, I
feel like I have been able to put a lot
into our program in Liên Ðoàn Chí Linh;
and a lot of it has to do with the Wood

Badge training and Philmont trip I
attended within this last year. I have
learned many things, and there is still
so much left out there for me to learn.
Vietnamese Scouting, in addition to
improving my leadership skills, has also
helped me learn so much more about my
own culture. I find that the traditions
and customs of the Vietnamese culture
are both beautiful and important;
traditions that should be passed on from
generation to generation. It would be a
shame to forget these cultural aspects
of life, but luckily, with HýÛng Ð¡o, it
helps us keep these values close at hand.

Now that you’ve read about the last
year and half of my experiences in
Scouting, you may be wondering, “Why?”
Why am I, a 22-year-old, Vietnamese-
American girl, spending all of my time
doing this? Why am I hanging out with a
bunch of kids while other girls my age
are out doing everything else but
Scouting? Well, it’s simple, really. The
answer is, because I love it and I think
it is important. I’ve spent nearly a
third of my life so far in youth
leadership. The venues have changed from
leading at church to leading at Scouts,
but my purpose in it has been constant.
I think it is important to help guide
the youth of today to become the greatest
people of tomorrow. I would love to be
able to pass on the wisdom and virtues
that I have learned through my own
accomplishments and failures to help
others—all while learning and retaining
as much of our heritage as possible.
Being in Liên Ðoàn Chí Linh helps me
make that possible. To be able to leave
my mark or make a difference in one child’s
life in some way, shape, or form—that is
my ultimate goal.

ChristineN guyen
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                Xin môøi oâng Nguyeãn Ngu leân vaên

phoøng Cao UÛy coù vieäc caàn .

Ñang ñi lang thang trong traïi Panat nikhom Thaùi

lan, toâi chôït mæm cöôøi vì caùi teân nghe ngoà ngoä!

Moät luùc sau, moät gioïng xöôùng ngoân vieân khaùc vang

leân :

-Xin môøi oâng coù teân laø Nguyeãn Ngö  hay

Nguyeãn Ngöõ, ngöôøi duy nhaát coøn soáng  treân con

thuyeàn 408 leân vaên phoøng Cao UÛy coù vieäc caàn  .

Chi tieát cuoái cuøng khieán toâi thaéc maéc: chæ coøn

moät ngöôøi soáng soùt sao ? !!. Mình phaûi gaëp oâng ta

cho bieát roõ caâu chuyeän.

Toâi voäi vaõ höôùng veà vaên phoøng Cao UÛy, chöøng

möôøi phuùt sau, moät thanh nieân khoaûng treân ba

möôi, thaân hình gaày vaø cao, daùng meät moûi böôùc

vaøo vaên phoøng, toâi ñoaùn chaéc laø anh ta .

Khoaûng 30 phuùt sau, ngöôøi aáy böôùc ra, toâi tieán tôùi

vaø vaøo ñeà ngay :

-”Xin loãi, anh coù phaûi laø ngöôøi….” Anh ñöa

maét nhìn toâi thaät kyõ, boãng la leân  :

-”Nghóa phaûi khoâng?” Toâi cuõng kòp nhaän

ra:

-”Nguõ haû!” Roài chuùng toâi oâm laáy nhau

möøng rôõ ! Nguõ hoûi toâi:

-”Caäu ôû ñaây laâu chöa?”.

Toâi chæ moät quaùn nhoû noùi:

-”Chuùng ta vaøo ñaây uoáng nöôùc roài noùi

chuyeän”.

Beân ly caø pheâ ñaù laïnh, chuùng toâi keå cho nhau nghe

bao nhieâu chuyeän töø khi rôøi Thieáu Ñoaøn ñeå nhaäp

nguõ, thôøi gian qua ñi cuõng hôn 6 naêm. Ñoät nhieân

Nguõ hoûi toâi:

-”Caäu coøn nhôù coâ UÙt Lan khoâng?”.

 -”Coâ UÙt Lan naøo nhæ?”

 -”Caäu nhôù coù naêm gaàn Teát, Ñoaøn mình

ñi traïi bay taïi Bieân Hoøa, khi veà ñi ngang qua vöôøn

caây ôû Laùi Thieâu mua ít choâm choâm veà aên Teát ñoù!”

Khuùc phim dó vaõng trôû veà

thaät nhanh trong ñaàu toâi

…..

Sau  khi döï traïi bay veà,

chuùng toâi ñi qua moät vöôøn

traùi caây, moät anh noùi vôùi

anh Ñoaøn Tröôûng:

-”Xin anh cho

chuùng em vaøo vöôøn  mua

ít traùi caây”.

Ñöôïc anh ñoàng yù, chuùng

toâi voäi vaøng nhaûy xuoáng,

döïng xe ôû beân ñöôøng roài tieán vaøo vöôøn. Nhìn quanh

khoâng thaáy ai, moät anh leân tieáng :

-”Coù ai ôû trong vöôøn khoâng?”

Töø trong caên nhaø nhoû, gioïng moät coâ gaùi coøn treû

voïng ra:

-”Ai ñoù?”

-”Chuùng toâi muoán mua moät ít choâm choâm”.

Caùnh cöûa nhaø môû ra, xuaát hieän moät coâ gaùi khoaûng

15, 16 tuoåi.

Anh Ñoaøn Tröôûng tieán laïi gaàn vaø noùi:

-”Chuùng toâi muoán mua moät ít traùi caây veà

aên Teát”.

Coâ gaùi ñöa maét nhìn moïi ngöôøi roài chôït hoûi:

-”Caùc anh hoïc tröôøng Nguyeãn Baù Toøng

phaûi khoâng?”

Anh Ñoaøn Tröôûng ngaïc nhieân:

-”Sao coâ bieát?”

-”Vì em hoïc ôû tröôøng ñoù, neân nhaän ra caùc

anh, nhaát laø khaên quaøng. Em teân laø UÙt Lan; vöôøn

caây naøy laø cuûa Tía Maù em, caùc anh cöù ñi haùi, roài

em seõ tính tieàn sau”.

Moïi vieäc xong xuoâi, chuùng toâi chuaån bò ra veà, moät

anh nhìn leân maáy caây xoaøi roài noùi:

-”Maáy traùi xoaøi to vaø ngon quaù!”

UÙt  Lan giaûi thích:

TRAÙI  XOAØI  TÌNH  NGHÓA
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-”Maáy caây xoaøi naøy Tía Maù em troàng cho

gia ñình vaø taëng baø con trong dòp Teát, nhöng em

coù theå taëng moãi anh moät traùi”.  Noùi xong coâ gaùi

ñi ra sau nhaø laáy moät caây daøi cho chuùng toâi haùi.

Chuùng toâi laïi caùm ôn UÙt Lan moät laàn nöõa roài leân

ñöôøng. Baát thình lình, trôøi ñoå côn möa thaät lôùn,

moät ngöôøi noùi vôùi anh Ñoaøn Tröôûng:

-”Anh cho chuùng em truù möa ôû ñaây moät

luùc chôø bôùt möa seõ veà”.

Anh Ñoaøn Tröôûng nhìn trôøi roài noùi:

-”Khoâng sao, chuùng ta seõ laø taøi töû chính

trong phim  “ Ngöôøi ñi trong möa gioù”!!

-”Caäu nhôù ra chöa?”

Toâi gaät ñaàu, roài treâu Nguõ:

-”…. baây giôø, Caäu ñaõ laø oâng chuû vöôøn ….”

Nguõ laéc ñaàu buoàn baõ  :

-”Ngaøy mình ñi vöôït bieân, voâ tình laïi gaëp

UÙt Lan , ôû treân thuyeàn chuùng toâi cuõng noùi chuyeän

vôùi nhau. Vaøo moät ñeâm, thuyeàn ñang höôùng veà

Thaùi Lan, boãng coù tieáng moïi ngöôøi nhoán nhaùo:

‘Haûi taëc!’ Moïi ngöôøi coøn ñang baøng hoaøng, chôït

moät loaït ñaïn ñieác tai, nhöõng tieáng quaùt thaùo chaúng

ai hieåu, tieáp theo laø nhöõng boùng ñen nhaûy xuoáng

thuyeàn vôùi suùng trong tay. chuùng ra daáu cho moïi

ngöôøi thaùo gôõ vaøng baïc, nöõ trang treân ngöôøi, sau

ñoù chuùng baét caùc baø, caùc coâ leân treân, cho hai teân

ôû laïi vôùi 2 khaåu suùng saün saøng nhaû ñaïn. khoaûng 5

phuùt sau, chuùng toâi nghe thaáy nhöõng tieáng la heùt,

tieâng chöûi, tieáng ñaäp xuoáng thuyeàn. Sau ñoù, chuùng

baén nhö möa vaøo moïi ngöôøi. Toâi uùp maët xuoáng

saùt ñaùy thuyeàn chôø cheát…Thình lình, con thuyeàn nhö

ñaâm vaøo taûng ñaù, roài nöôùc uøa vaøo ñaày thuyeàn,

mình chæ kòp baùm vaøo ñöôïc maûnh vaùn roài ngaát ñi

.… Luùc tænh laïi, thaáy ñang naèm trong taøu, môùi bieát

mình coøn soáng!  Sau ñoù môùi bieát 39 ngöôøi ñeàu

cheát !!!  Thaät toäi nghieäp cho UÙt Lan, mình vaãn

nhôù maõi traùi xoaøi ngaøy xöa!”

Toâi thôû daøi nhö noùi vôùi chính mình:

-”Chuùng ta mang ôn raát nhieàu ngöôøi,

nhöng khoâng coù dòp ñeàn traû!”

SEÁU GAN LYØ
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I joined Lien Doan Chi Linh as an Au

truong because my brother, Andrew, was a Soi Con.
At that time, the Soi leaders were going through a
transition period; Tr. Tu was going take over Tr.
Loan’s position as Cubmaster and I was to succeed
Tr. Tu as Assistant Cubmaster.

At first I thought I was staying for a short-
term position.  I felt awkward because I knew no
one and there was a lot of training, creating a
difficult learning curve. After a few short weeks, I
got my tuyen hua and became familiar with the
other leaders and with the program. That was
when I knew that I was going to be a Scout for a
long time.  A few months later, I was given complete
responsibility over Au programs.  It was hard at

first, but with the help of Tr. Tu, I gained confidence
in my skills and abilities.

In the first few years, I became close to the
other Au truong, especially Tr. Lan.  She was not
only someone I worked with but also someone with
whom I could hang out and share my thoughts
with.  As time went by, I became more open and
started to talk to other truong in the other units.

In the several years that I have been a
truong, I have had the chance to attend numerous
trainings, which were all very informative, fun and
memorable.  My first main training session was
attending “Khoa Du Bi Truong” in 2004.  Then in

2005, I attended the national Vietnamese Wood
Badge course “Khoa Bang Rung – Tung Nguyen
5,” an experience that I could never forget.  This
training course amplified my desire to stay in
Scouting even more.  During this camp, I met
Scouts from all over and created close bonds with
many of them, especially my Bobwhite patrol.  They
were all so sweet, caring and hilarious.  I love them!
After completing the course, I went back and
started to improve the Au program. Then in 2010,
I became a troop guide for a Wood Badge course.
I was able to meet many new leaders and I almost
re-lived my experience and knowledge I had gained
back in 2005.  Then in June of 2011, I had the
opportunity to attend a conference at Philmont
Scout Ranch, another huge opportunity to meet
new leaders and have tons of fun.

Of the many experiences that I have shared
with Lien Doan Chi Linh, my favorite memory is
Thang Tien VIII.  This was my first international
camp and I was super excited to represent Chi Linh.
This camp was my first for many things: rowing
canoes, shooting BB guns and arrows,
collaborating with other truong in running the
program, meeting Scouts from around the world
and camping for more than a weekend; and I am
glad I got to do these activities for the first time
with Chi Linh.

I am very thankful to be part of Lien Doan
Chi Linh. Chi Linh has made me more outgoing
and it given me numerous opportunities to meet
wonderful people and experience exciting new
sights and events.  This Lien Doan has the most
dedicated and remarkable group of parents and
leaders, who have gathered the best kids who I
absolutely adore. They
are all very wonderful
and lovable.  I hope to
stay with Chi Linh for
many more years to come.

Mai Anh
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Nuï cöôøi cuûa Chò cuûa Anh

Saùng töôi, trìu meán saün daønh cho nhau

Duø thaân traûi maáy gian lao

Traùi tim Höôùng Ñaïo daït daøo tình thöông

Tinh thaàn Höôùng Ñaïo soi ñöôøng

Vì tha nhaân giuùp, chaúng maøng hieåm nguy

Cuøng nhau chung moät loái ñi

Taám loøng Höôùng Ñaïo khaéc ghi lôøi nguyeàn

Höôùng veà Thöôïng Ñeá linh thieâng

Giöõ gìn nhaân caùch, giöõ yeân taâm hoàn

Tình daân toäc, nghóa nöôùc non

Thöông ngöôøi quyeát giöõ saéc son moät ñôøi

Treû giaø trai gaùi hoøa vui

Nuï cöôøi Höôùng Ñaïo raïng ngôøi hoàn queâ

Trong kyø traïi hoäi thaûo daønh cho caùc Tröôûng Höôùng ñaïo ngöôøi Vieät taïi traïi tröôøng cuûa Hoäi Höôùng

Ñaïo Hoa Kyø - Philmont Scout Ranch thuoäc tieåu bang New Mexico, nhaø thô Hoàng Nhaät coù dòp

tham döï cuøng vôùi moät ngöôøi baïn laø Tröôûng Höôùng Ñaïo, trong suoát thôøi gian 1 tuaàn leã quan saùt

caûnh saéc cuûa traïi tröôøng, nhöõng thaûo luaän veà caùc ñeà taøi noùng boûng vaø teá nhò giöõa caùc theá heä , nhaø

thô ñaõ sang taùc baøi thô taëng Anh Chò Em Höôùng ñaïo tham döï traïi

          Nuï   Cöôøi   Höôùng   Ñaïo

Philmont ngaøy 25-6-2011
Nhaät  Hoàng Nguyeãn Thanh Vaân
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Family PoemFamily PoemFamily PoemFamily PoemFamily Poem

My family has been there since my birth

They filled full of mirth

They have been there for me

Like that time I fell out of a tree

I need my family more than a fish needs water

That’s all that matters, I don’t care if the climate

gets hotter

There is a sad truth out there

One that happens everywhere

We go through the day, go to sleep and rest

And we don’t even know we’ve hurt those who

love us best

We give family members a crushing blow, to

those who love us best

Our family cares for us and we drive them away

And they keep going, helping us every day

They share their love and care

Love that is beautiful like doves and mares

They love us and willingly share our pain

And we leave them standing there in the rain

In the end, I love my family

With them, I will live happily.

Danny Nguyeãn (Thieáu Sinh)

Ngaøy toâi môû maét chaøo ñôøi,

Meï, Cha, Coâ, Chuù, OÂng Baø vaây quanh

Chuùc möøng chaùu beù môùi sanh

Khoâi ngoâ tuaán tuù, hieàn laønh thoâng minh

Lôùn leân trong caûnh gia ñình

Beân toâi luoân coù aân tình, chôû che

Khi nao cuõng coù Thaày, Me

Naâng toâi khi ngaõ, chôû che khi caàn

Gia ñình laø caùi thieát thaân

Nhö caù caàn nöôùc, nhö voâi caàn traàu

Daàu cho nöôùc caïn beå daâu

Gia ñình maùi aám nôi ñaâu cuõng caàn

Hôõi oâi, ñaâu ñoù xa gaàn

Coù ngöôøi baïc nghóa, baïc tình buoàn thay

Chaúng caàn maùi aám xum vaày

Xa ngöôøi thaân thuoäc, hao gaày Meï, Cha

Gaây chi nhöõng caûnh xoùt xa

Ñau loøng Cha Meï, ñau loøng ngöôøi thaân

Nhôù raèng chò ngaõ em naâng

Chôù neân xa caùch tình thaân gia ñình

Meï, Cha nhö aùnh bình minh

Bao dung, saùng ñeïp nhö chim hoaø bình

Toâi yeâu quyù nhaát gia ñình

Soáng ñôøi haïnh phuùc, gia ñình cuûa toâi.

                                    Uy LieâmUy LieâmUy LieâmUy LieâmUy Lieâm

               Phuï huynh Soùi Con - L/D Chí Linh
Phoûng theo baøi thô “Family Poem”

                    cuûa Danny Nguyeãn

Gia Ñình ToâiGia Ñình ToâiGia Ñình ToâiGia Ñình ToâiGia Ñình Toâi
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         Khi nghe 2 coâ beù con baûo thích

sinh hoaït Höôùng ñaïo, chuùng toâi nghó ngay ñeán

vieäc caém traïi. Höôùng ñaïo laø phaûi coù caém traïi maø

lò. Cô hoäi ñeán ngay sau moät thaùng caùc con toâi gia

nhaäp vaøo Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh. Nhöõng ngaøy chuû

nhaät keá tieáp, chuùng toâi thöùc sôùm ñeå “nghieân cöùu

thò tröôøng” veà leàu ñöôïc quaûng caùo treân caùc baùo.

Tieäm naøo reû hôn? Hieäu naøo toát hôn? Kích thöôùc

ra sao?... Sau nhieàu laàn mua roài ñem traû laïi, cuoái

cuøng chuùng toâi tìm ñöôïc caùi vöøa yù nhaát.

Saùng ngaøy 19 thaùng 5, bon bon treân xa loä khoaûng

30 phuùt, chuùng toâi tôùi ñaát traïi. Nhöõng ngaøy tröôùc

vì quaù baän roän, khoâng coù thôøi gian xem kyõ nhöõng

höôùng daãn neân chuùng toâi hôi luùng tuùng khi döïng

leàu. Nhöng khoâng sao ! ñaõ coù haøng xoùm laùng gieàng

giuùp ñôõ, töøng caây söôøn, töøng caây moät vaø uùm ba la

– Uh oh! Caùi leàu hôi to – cuõng chaû sao, coù khoaûng

troáng ñeå chöùa vaät duïng mang theo. An cö xong,

chuùng toâi tham quan nhaø beáp. Wow! Bình gas,

Ñi Traïi ÔÛ Myõ

söôùng thaáy moà!!!

beáp, noài, nieâu, soang, chaûo, roå, raù,  muoãng, nóa,

baøn, gheá… khoâng thieáu thöù chi.

 Sau khi ñi daïo moät voøng nhaø veä sinh vaø khu vöïc

traïi, chuùng toâi ñöôïc aên phôû, traùng mieäng moùn döa

haáu ngoït maùt. Roài ñeán buoåi côm chieàu quaù tuyeät

vôøi, ñaày ñuû chaát boå döôõng. Vaø coøn hoät vòt loän luùc

“saân khaáu veà khuya” nöõa. Xin caùm ôn caùc anh chò

nhaø beáp thaät nhieàu.

Khuya ñeán, cuoän mình trong 2 caùi sleeping bag

ñöôïc noái laïi laøm moät, loùt döôùi löng laø moät taám

neäm hôi ñöôïc bôm cöùng baèng bôm ñieän. Trong

chieác leàu to ñuû choã cho 8 ngöôøi, chuùng toâi hoài

töôûng laïi khoaûng thôøi gian 1976-1978, luùc ñoù,

chuùng toâi chæ coù xe ñaïp laøm phöông tieän di chuyeån

ñi caém traïi, chung quanh xe, chuùng toâi coät ñuû thöù

lænh kænh: nhöõng caây taèm voâng to chaéc, nhöõng taám

baït lôùn, coïc nhoïn, noài, cuûi, dieâm queït… vöøa naáu

côm vöøa khoùc vì khoùi vöông maét em! Coøn neáu trôøi

möa thì oâi thoâi ! khoûi phaûi noùi (hình nhö chuùng

toâi ñaõ tìm ñeán nhau qua nhöõng laàn caém traïi vaát

vaû maø vui nhö theá), vaø chaéc chaén chuùng toâi seõ nhôù

maõi phaàn hôïp ca moãi ngöôøi moät beø ñeå ñaùp leã caùc

em Höôùng ñaïo trong ñeâm löûa traïi.

 Ñaõ hôn 30 naêm chuùng toâi môùi coù dòp caát cao

tieáng haùt giöõa röøng nuùi, ñaát trôøi bao la nhö theá:

“Laøm ngöôøi kieâu huøng phaûi choïn laøm ngöôøi daân

Nam”… vôùi nhöõng lôøi ca vaø gioïng nhaïc ngaïo ngheã

ñoù, trong chuùng toâi böøng leân nieàm töï haøo daân toäc

hoøa laãn vôùi noãi man maùc buoàn tuûi vì ñaát chuùng

toâi ñang ñöùng laø ñaát Myõ, khoâng phaûi laø ñaát Meï

Vieät Nam.

Xa queâ höông ñaõ laâu, ñaát nöôùc coù nhieàu thay ñoåi,

caùc baïn nhoû ôû Vieät Nam baây giôø neáu coù caém traïi

chaéc laø coù nhieàu phöông tieän tieän nghi hôn chuùng

toâi luùc tröôùc. Nhöng duø sao ñi nöõa, chuùng toâi cuõng

ñoàng yù raèng : ñi caém traïi ôû Myõ söôùng thaáy moà!!!...

                                       Hoaøng Haûi- Minh Thö
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Ñoaøn Vaên Ngheä

 “Lính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính Chi”

NNNNNgaøy 13 thaùng 2 naêm 2010 ñuùng vaøo

ngaøy 30 Teát, ñoaøn vaên ngheä “Lính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính Chi” ñaõ ñöôïc

khaùn giaû khaép nôi veà döï Hoäi Chôï Teát taïi trung

taâm khu vöïc Little Saigon, voã tay khen thöôûng

thaät noàng nhieät.  Khoâng khí buoåi chôï Teát ñoùn

Xuaân Canh Daàn caøng vui töôi, naùo nhieät hôn

khi caùc dieãn vieân böôùc leân saân khaáu. Khaùch vui

xuaân ñang daïo quanh khu vöïc laøng Vieät Nam

ñöôïc thieát keá ngay trong khuoân vieân hoäi chôï cuõng

phaûi döøng chaân thöôûng thöùc maøn hoaït caûnh

“Ngaøy Teát Queâ Em” do ñoaøn vaên ngheä “Lính

Chi” trình dieãn.
quoác, caûnh trí cuûa ngaøy Teát queâ nhaø Vieät

Nam vôùi ñaày ñuû phaùo xuaân, gaùnh haøng hoa vaø

veà chung vui beân gia ñình ñaõ ñöôïc caùc dieãn vieân

loät taû treân saân khaáu thaät vui töôi vaø haïnh phuùc.

Ngaøy Teát vui Xuaân cuõng ñaày ñuû roän raõ böøng soáng

vôùi muùa Laân, OÂng Ñòa vaø Troáng Laøng.

Ñoaøn vaên ngheä “Lính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính Chi” ñaõ thaønh

coâng trong vieäc choïn löïa taøi töû ñeå thuû vai dieãn

trong maøn hoaït caûnh “Ngaøy Teát Queâ Em” trong

dòp trình dieãn naêm nay. Khaùn giaû thaät thích thuù

khi ngaém nhìn nam nöõ dieãn vieân töøng ñöôïc laãy

löøng bieát ñeán trong laøng vaên ngheä nhö Nancy

Phaïm trong vai nöõ noâng daân duyeân daùng; Khoa

Traàn trong vai nam noâng daân khoûe maïnh, ñeïp

trai, Ryan Traàn vaø Kayla Dieäp thaät xuaát saéc trong

traùi caây treân ñöôøng phoá, baày em nhoû vui chôi

ngaøy Teát beân baøn baàu cua, vôùi OÂng Ñoà giaø “baøy

möïc taøu giaáy ñoû treân phoá ñoâng ngöôøi qua”. Ñaëc

bieät hôn heát, khaùn giaû laïi ñöôïc nhìn thaáy hình

aûnh nhöõng chieác baùnh chöng ñöôïc naáu noùng vôùi

loø cuûi löûa aám noàng do nhöõng ngöôøi daân queâ chaát

phaùc goùi gheùm töø luùa ñaäu do chính mình gaët haùi

ñeå mang taëng vaø chia seû sung tuùc vôùi moïi ngöôøi.

Khoâng khí ngaøy Teát töø thaønh thò ñeán thoân queâ,

vôùi Cha Meï vaø caùc con quaây quaàn töø phöông xa
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vai Cha Meï vôùi caëp maét kieáng caän ñen tuyeàn;

Kim Leâ thaät duyeân daùng beân caïnh gioùng gaùnh

trong vai coâ gaùi baùn hoa traùi; hai nam dieãn vieân

Brandon Khoång vaø Brian Buøi ngaây ngoâ trong vai

baày treû em chôi baàu cua; Eric Leâ nghieâm trang

vôùi chieác aùo daøi the thaâm trong vai OÂng Ñoà (ñaëc

bieät vieát tay traùi)- thaät hieám hoi khi tìm ñöôïc

moät OÂng Ñoà vieát baèng tay traùi trong daân gian

Vieät Nam. Ba nöõ dieãn vieân treû tuoåi Taylor Ñinh,

Vanessa Thanh vaø Charlena Huyønh thaät xinh

töôi trong vai Hoa vaø ñaøn con nhoû; Andy Buøi,

Hubert Tröông, Steven Thanh, Paul Thanh, vaø

Derek Nguyeãn thaät sinh ñoäng trong vai muùa Laân

vaø Troáng Laøng; Ryan Nguyeãn vaø Daân Leâ thaät

hoaït naùo trong vai OÂng Ñòa.
Khi ñöôïc hoûi taïi sao ñoaøn vaên ngheä laïi coù

teân laø “Lính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính ChiLính Chi”, ngöôøi ñaïi dieän ñoaøn cho bieát:

“Ñoaøn chuùng toâi teân thaät laø Chí Linh. LínhLínhLínhLínhLính ñaây

laø caùc em ñoaøn sinh thuoäc Lieân ñoaøn höôùng ñaïo

Chí Linh. Xuaát thaân laø nhöõng höôùng ñaïo sinh,

caùc dieãn vieân luoân luoân saün saøng tham gia phuïc

vuï coäng ñoàng nhaát laø nhöõng buoåi sinh hoaït coäng

ñoàng vôùi muïc ñích phaùt huy vaø baûo toàn vaên hoùa

Vieät Nam. Ñaëc bieät ñoaøn chuùng toâi coøn coù caû

moät ñoäi ñaïo dieãn phuï huynh “Taøi Töû”. Taát caû

nhöõng chi phí bao goàm ñaïo dieãn, trang phuïc, thieát

keá saân khaáu, giaûi lao cho nhöõng buoåi taäp dieãn,

vaän chuyeån v..v ñeàu ñöôïc ñoùng goùp bôûi loøng nhieät

taâm tình nguyeän . Vì caùc em ñoaøn sinh trong

tuoåi aáu thô vaø thanh thieáu nieân, chöa coù em naøo

ñeán tuoåi lao ñoäng vaø chöa coù taøi chaùnh thu nhaäp,

neân moïi chi phí ñeàu ñöôïc chichichichichi traû bôûi caùc phuï

huynh ñaày tình thöông vaø nhieät huyeát luoân saùt

caùnh beân caïnh caùc sinh hoaït cuûa con em mình.

Ñoù laø nhöõng lyù do maø ñoaøn vaên ngheä chuùng toâi

ñöôïc meänh danh laø Ñoaøn Vaên Ngheä “Lính“Lính“Lính“Lính“Lính

Chi”.Chi”.Chi”.Chi”.Chi”.

Thay maët cho coäng ñoàng Vieät Nam taïi

quaän Cam, mieàn Nam Cali, chuùng toâi xin coù lôøi

khen ngôïi vaø caàu chuùc ñoaøn vaên ngheä “Lính“Lính“Lính“Lính“Lính

Chi”Chi”Chi”Chi”Chi” luoân vui khoûe vaø thaêng tieán maõi treân con

ñöôøng phuïc vuï coäng ñoàng vaø höôùng daãn caùc em

dieãn vieân höôùng ñaïo sinh trôû thaønh nhöõng coâng

daân höõu duïng cho xaõ hoäi mai naøy.
18 thaùng 2, 2010 Phoùng Vieân “Taøi Töû”
Khoång Thanh-Lieân

Muoán bieát theâm chi tieát xin vaøo xem hình aûnh vaø video
treân trang:
http://s446.photobucket.com/albums/qq183/gdhaithu/
100213_Tet-Tet/
?albumview=slideshow&track=share_email_album_view_click
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlclPWT6kfQ
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TTTTToâi ñeán Myõ ñònh cö luùc caäu con trai cuûa toâi

ñöôïc 3 tuoåi, ñeán khi chaùu leân lôùp 8 thì môùi bieát Lieân ñoaøn
Chí Linh, luùc ñoù toâi chöa bieát sinh hoaït höôùng ñaïo nhö
theá naøo? ÔÛ ñaâu ? Toâi ñöa chaùu vaøo ñeå sinh hoaït Höôùng
Ñaïo vì chæ muoán con vaøo moät ñoaøn theå.
Vaøo thaùng 9, 2002, trong lôùp hoïc Anh vaên, toâi coù noùi
chuyeän vôùi chò Duy hoïc cuøng lôùp veà yù ñònh cho con tham
gia vaøo ñoaøn theå thieáu nieân nhöng khoâng bieát ôû ñaâu. Toái
thaáy caùc con em Phaät töû ñi caém traïi raát thích neân coù yù
ñònh cho chaùu gia nhaäp Gia Ñình Phaät Töû, nhöng chò
haøng xoùm khuyeân vaøo Phaät töû khoù hôn, chò Duy nghe
vaäy baûo toâi ñöa chaùu vaøo Höôùng Ñaïo vì sinh hoaït Höôùng
Ñaïo khoâng phaân bieät toân giaùo. Chò aáy coù 3 ñöùa hieän ñang

sinh hoaït vôùi Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh moãi tuaàn vaøo saùng chuû
nhaät.
Vaøo moät saùng chuû nhaät ñeïp trôøi, toâi chôû con toâi ñeán Park
West Park, khoâng thaáy  hoï sinh hoaït, toâi goïi chò Duy ñeå
hoûi, ñöôïc chò cho bieát LÑ ñang toå chöùc kyû nieäm ngaøy
thaønh laäp moät naêm cuûa LÑ; khi toâi ñeán nôi thì thaáy caùc
Tröôûng, Phuï huynh vaø Höôùng ñaïo sinh  ñang nghieâm
trang laøm leã, toâi gaëp chò Cuùc ñaàu tieân, toâi cho bieát muoán
cho con tham gia LÑ, chò Cuùc coù môøi toâi ôû laïi cuøng tham
döï buoåi leã vôùi tieäc thaät laø vui.
Tuaàn sau, toâi chôû chaùu chính thöùc sinh hoaït vôùi LÑ Chí
Linh, khi ñeán nôi, chaùu ñöôïc ñieàu phoái sinh hoaït vôùi AÁu
ñoaøn do Tröôûng Nguyeãn Nhaät Töïu ñaûm traùch, luùc ñoù,
AÁu ñoaøn chæ coù 9 – 10 em, cuõng nhö caùc ñôn vò khaùc ñeàu
raát ít ñoaøn sinh.

Laàn ñaàu tieân ñi traïi, toâi khoâng bieát ñöôøng, nhôø chò Mai
chôû ñi cuøng, nhöõng laàn ñi traïi sau, toâi laøm gan ñi moät
mình chaïy freeway, luùc aáy buïng thì ñaùnh loto, caû ngöôøi
toaùt moà hoâi laïnh bôûi vì khoâng bieát ñöôøng cuõng raùng maø
chaïy; chaïy maõi maø vaãn khoâng thaáy ñaát traïi ôû ñaâu, chæ
thaáy toaøn röøng nuùi vaø ñöôøng daøi thaêm thaúm, toâi goïi Tröôûng
Hui cho bieát ñaõ bò laïc ñöôøng roài, Tröôûng chæ ñöôøng cho ñi
nhöng cuõng laïc nhieàu laàn môùi tìm ñöôïc ñaát traïi. Khoâng
phaûi moät laàn maø laàn ñi traïi naøo cuõng ñi laïc. Coù moät kyø
traïi ôû Long Beach, toâi laøm oai vôùi coâ Nhaøn cuõng laø moät
phuï huynh Soùi: toái veà toâi seõ daãn ñöôøng ra khoûi ñaát traïi
khoâng laïc ñaâu. Gaàn 9 giôø toái chuùng toái môù khôûi haønh, toâi
chaïy tröôùc, coâ Nhaøn chaïy sau, treân xe coù caäu con trai
nhoû; toâi chaïy loá qua beân kia ñöôøng roài chaïy hoaøi khoâng
ra ñöôïc keå caû chaïy ngöôïc chieàu. Trôøi veà khuya, caäu boy
treân xe cuûa Nhaøn noù khoùc sôï laïc ñöôøng roài nguû treân xe.
Luùc ñoù toâi vöøa sôï, vöøa lo laïi toaùt moà hoâi laïnh rôïn ngöôøi,
söïc nhôù voäi ngöøng xe laïi tìm trong tuùi thì thaáy caùi phone
cuûa con gaùi noù boû vaøo, möøng quaù laïi baám soá kieám Tr. Hui
ñeå nhôø giuùp chæ ñöôøng, neáu khoâng coù caùi phone cuûa con
gaùi boû vaøo thì chuùng toâi khoâng bieát seõ ra sao? Chaéc phaûi
nguõ trong xe toái ñoù. Khi Tr. Hui vaø Cuùc ñeán, chuùng toâi
möøng quyùnh. Moãi khi noùi ñeán toâi laø Tröôûng bieát ngay,
ngöôøi bò laïc ñöôøng, cho neân teân toâi vôùi Lieân ñoaøn laø Nguyeãn
thò Ñi Laïc Ñöôøng.
Thaám thoaùt thôøi gian troâi qua nhanh quaù, con toâi ñaõ sinh
hoaït trong Lieân ñoaøn ñöôïc 9 naêm. Baûn thaân, toâi nhaän
thaáy, caùc Tröôûng raát nhieät tình cuøng vôùi caùc phuï huynh ñaõ
chaêm lo cho caùc ñoaøn sinh vaø Lieân ñoaøn vöõng maïnh ñeán
nay vöøa troøn 10 naêm thaønh laäp.
Toâi kính chuùc caùc Tröôûng vaø caùc phuï huynh maõi maõi
ñöôïc nhieàu söùc khoûe ñeå chaêm lo Lieân ñoaøn lôùn maïnh vaø
ñaëc bieät caùm ôn caùc anh chò trong ban “nhaø beáp” vôùi lôøi
khen chaân thaønh “ quaù xuaát saéc” .
Nguyeãn thò Ñi Laïc Ñöôøng
Maõi maõi laø Phuï huynh LÑ Chí Linh
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SUY TÖ CUÛA MOÄT CÖÏUSUY TÖ CUÛA MOÄT CÖÏUSUY TÖ CUÛA MOÄT CÖÏUSUY TÖ CUÛA MOÄT CÖÏUSUY TÖ CUÛA MOÄT CÖÏU
HÖÔÙNG ÑAÏOHÖÔÙNG ÑAÏOHÖÔÙNG ÑAÏOHÖÔÙNG ÑAÏOHÖÔÙNG ÑAÏO

Sau moät thôøi gian daøi khoâng ñi sinh hoaït

traïi, söï trôû laïi trong dòp tham döï traïi Lieân Keát 8

ñem ñeán cho toâi söï höùng khôûi voâ bôø, ñoàng thôøi toâi

cuõng phaùt hieän ñöôïc nhieàu ñieàu boå ích maø trong

phong traøo ñaõ coù töø laâu; tieän theå, trình baøy cuøng

quyù Tröôûng, Phuï huynh,vaø Höôùng ñaïo sinh:

Trong sinh hoaït traïi kyø naøy, moät söï kieän

noåi baät vaø coù yù nghóa nhaát chính laø leã hoäi cuûa caùc

Tu só (Tuyeân uùy Phaät Giaùo, Thieân Chuùa Giaùo).

Vò Tuyeân uùy Phaät Giaùo ngöôøi Myõ, theo toâi, laø

con ngöôøi ñaõ lôùn leân vaø tröôûng thaønh trong neàn

xaõ hoäi kyõ thuaät cao, khoa hoïc tieân tieán nhaát, Ngaøi

giaûng moät baøi veà söï trong saùng cuûa Taâm Linh

cho chuùng ta. Phaûi chaêng ñeán baây giôø xaõ hoäi Taây

Phöông môùi thaáy vaán ñeà hoaït ñoäng taâm linh laø

caàn thieát. Khoâng nhöõng theá, coù raát nhieàu ngöôøi

trí thöùc ñaõ ñem noù taïo neân  moät khoa hoïc thöïc

nghieäm ñeå boå sung cho khoa hoïc nguyeân töû haàu

giaûi quyeát nhöõng nhu caàu veà thaân xaùc?

Caùc phaùt minh khoa hoïc chæ laøm cho con

ngöôøi soáng tieän nghi hôn nhöng khoâng giaûi quyeát

nhöõng khoå ñau do yù muoán chieám höõu (tieàn taøi,

danh voïng, tình caûm, quyeàn löïc …) laøm cuûa rieâng

gaây neân söï u toái veà taâm, cuõng nhö con ngöôøi soáng

trong thaønh phoá ñaày oâ nhieãm, beänh taät vì maát söï

quaân bình veà khoâng khí.

Ñôøi soáng Höôùng Ñaïo ñem laïi cho chuùng

ta taát caû, ñieàu luaät Höôùng ñaïo laø phöông phaùp deã

nhaát ñeå ñieàu hoøa Taâm – gaây neân tình thöông veà yù

nieäm xaõ hoäi cao, cuoäc soáng gaàn thieân nhieân cho

chuùng ta khoâng khí trong laønh, ñem laïi thaân theå

traùng kieän, ít beänh taät.

Höôùng ñaïo moät ngaøy – Höôùng ñaïo moät

ñôøi, vì theá chuùng ta phaûi luoân luoân chaêm soùc thaân

taâm ñeå khoâng phaûi gaëp khoå ñau veà theå xaùc laãn

taâm hoàn, vì ñaây laø moät vaán naïn cuûa xaõ hoäi Taây

phöông – moät xaõ hoäi maùy moùc, ñaày stress …

Ñ i e à u

luaät vaø caùch

soáng ñuùng cuûa

ngöôøi Höôùng

ñaïo laø moät moân

hoïc maø baây giôø

ñang ñöôïc coå

ñoäng, ñoù la ø

khoa hoïc taâm

linh ñeå con

ngöôøi höôùng

thieän, ñem laïi

tình baùc aùi maø

khoâng naëng veà

toân giaùo,

10 ñieàu

luaät Höôùng ñaïo laø caùch toát nhaát vaø deã daøng nhaát

ñeå huaán luyeän Thanh Thieáu Nieân trôû neân con ngöôøi

hoaøn chænh maø khoa hoïc vaø kyõ thaät hieän taïi khoâng

mang ñeán cho con ngöôøi. Chæ con ngöôøi Höôùng

ñaïo laø ngöôøi quaân bình töø theå xaùc ñeán taâm hoàn, vì

nhö theá, khi laõnh ñaïo seõ ñem ñeán hoøa bình vaø thaân

aùi deã daøng.

Hoøa bình vaø thaân aùi chæ ñeán töø moãi con

ngöôøi chöù khoâng ñeán töø lôøi caàu xin hay ban phöôùc.

Ñieàu naøy coù ñöôïc neáu chuùng ta coù nhöõng theá heä

keá thöøa.

Höôùng ñaïo kính troïng danh döï, ai cuõng

coù theå tin lôøi noùi cuûa Höôùng ñaïo sinh, vaø Höôùng

ñaïo sinh trong saïch töø tö töôûng, lôøi noùi ñeán vieäc

laøm.

Chuùng ta coù may maén laø ñaõ gia nhaäp

phong traøo, ñaõ coù nhöõng phöông phaùp toát nhaát ñeå

luyeän thaân taâm; vì theá, chuùng ta coá gaéng xaây döïng

moät ñoäi nguõ keá thöøa toát ñeïp. AÛnh höôûng cuûa caùc

chaùu cuõng khoâng nhoû, trong hoïc ñöôøng, xaõ hoäi,

gia ñình … Theá giôùi seõ an hoøa.

Toâi mong raèng Hoa Nhaân AÙi seõ nôû roä trong

vöôøn YÙ Saïch.

Thaân AÙi

      Hoà Ngoïc Phoá
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Moãi naêm, cöù  ñeán thaùng 4, toâi laïi nhôù ñeán baøi ca

“Qua Caàu AÙi Töû”, lôøi ca ñaõ gôïi cho toâi bao nhieâu

kyû nieäm:

“Meï öu saàu qua caàu AÙi Töû - Traêm thöông

nghìn nhôù xin gôûi laïi beân soâng – Beân soâng maùu

thaém ñoâi gioøng – Beân soâng giaëc (Coäng) veà hieän

hình muoâng thuù – Con trai meï lao mình trong ñaïn

löûa – Maùu theùp tim gan ngaên chieán xa thuø -  Maét

ngôøi say löûa duõng nghìn xöa – Baøn tay theùp treân

saét che noøng suùng – Caén maùu moâi uoáng lôøi theà

kieâu duõng – Lôøi theà xeù nuùi phaù maây – Meï öu saàu

qua caàu AÙi Töû….” (Chieán Ca Muøa Heø 1972)

24 thaùng ba naêm 1972, Tuaàn Ñoáng Ña cuûa

toâi ñang haønh höông Ñöùc Meï ôû La Vang Quaûng Trò.

Boãng nghe moät baùc gaùi noùi:

      - Caùc caäu töø ñaâu tôùi? Caùc caäu thuoäc ñoaøn

theå naøo vaäy?

      - Daï chuùng chaùu laø Höôùng Ñaïo VN, chaùu töø

Saigon ra vieáng Ñöùc Meï La Vang.

      - Maáy ngaøy nay, toâi thaáy maáy caäu hieàn laønh

hay giuùp ñôõ ngöôøi khaùc, neân toâi noùi nhoû “caùc caäu

rôøi khoûi ñaây ngay, caøng sôùm caøng toát.

Noùi xong baùc boû ñi, tôùi phieân moät Ñai UÙy

VNCH, hoûi chuùng toâi:

      - Caùc caäu laø Höôùng Ñaïo töø ñaâu tôùi?

      - Daï chuùng em töø Saigon ra

Nghe tôùi ñaây, vò Ñaïi UÙy naøy goïi lieàn veà

“ñaâu ñoù”, khoaûng 10 phuùt sau, moät chieác xe jeep

chaïy tôùi, vò Ñaïi UÙy naøy noùi:

      - Caùc em leân xe rôøi khoûi ñaây ngay, xe chôû

caùc em ra beán xe veà luoân Saigon caøng sôùm caøng

toát, khoâng hoûi loâi thoâi gì heát, anh cuõng laø Höôùng

Ñaïo, Ñaïoï Quaõng Ngaõi, nghe lôøi anh.

Vò Ñaïi UÙy quay qua daën doø anh lính taøi

xeá xe jeep gì ñoù, chaúng  bieát sao, chuùng toâi leân

xe jeep, anh lính chôû chuùng toâi ra beán xe ñoø vaø

ñaåy chuùng toâi leân chuyeán xe veà Ñaø Naüng, anh lính

ñôïi xe caát baùnh anh lính noùi “Soá caùc caäu coøn lôùn

laém ñoù veà tôùi Ñaø Naüng, ñoùn xe veà Saigon caøng

sôùm caøng toát”. Chuùng toâi caùm ôn anh vaø cuõng

chaúng bieát chuyeän gì xaûy ra, nhöng ñoaùn bieát laø

seõ coù bieán coá gì ñaây.

Veà tôùi Ñaø Naüng, chuùng toâi ñoùn xe ñoø veà

Saigon, vaø treân ñöôøng veà, chuùng toâi ñöôïc bieát

giaëc ñaõ traøn qua Caàu AÙi Töû vaøo ñeâm hoâm ñoù. Thì

ra baùc gaùi Quaûng Trò vaø vò Ñaïi UÙy ñaõ bieát tröôùc

söï nguy hieåm saép xaûy ñeán cho chuùng toâi vaø ñaõ

cöùu chuùng toâi. Caùc anh ñaõ cöùu chuùng toâi, boån

phaän cuûa chuùng toâi laø ngöôøi Höôùng Ñaïo coù boån

phaän phaûi lo laïi cho con em cuûa caùc anh, vì vaäy

ñang töø moät HDVN, toâi ñaõ maïnh daïn trôû thaønh

Höôùng Ñaïo Quaân Ñoäi cuõng ñeå  giuùp anh LDT Traàn

ñang coù boån phaän thaønh laäp moät ñaïo Höôùng Ñaïo

Quaân Ñoäi.

 “Rôøi tay phuùt chia ly, Rôøi tay phuùt chia

ly, baïn ôi vui leân ñi baïn hôõi vui leân ñi gian khoå ta

khoâng neà luoân nhôù nhau trong ñôøi töø nay caùch

xa….”. Thaùng tö naøo keå töø ngaøy maát nöôùc toâi ñeàu

haùt baøi naøy trong noãi ngheïn ngaøo.

35 naêm qua roài, bao nhieâu chuyeän buoàn

vui  qua, nhöng moãi naêm, tôùi thaùng tö, khoâng hieåu

sao toâi laïi nhôù tôùi nhöõng “ngaøy xöa thaân aùi”. Nhìn

laù côø vaøng bay phaát phôùi treân baàu trôøi gôïi toâi nhôù

laïi chuyeân hoâm naøo.

- Caùc em thaân, moät soá tröôûng  vaø ñoaøn

sinh Ñoáng Ña ñaõ ra ñi ngoaïi quoác theo gia ñình,

chuùng ta hoâm nay taïi ñaây, anh laø ngöôøi lôùn nhaát

coøn laïi vôùi caùc em, anh tuyeân boá hoâm nay ngaøy

CÔØ BAY CÔØ BAYCÔØ BAY CÔØ BAYCÔØ BAY CÔØ BAYCÔØ BAY CÔØ BAYCÔØ BAY CÔØ BAY
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hoïp ñoaøn cuoái cuøng, taát caû chuùng ta seõ laøm leã haï

côø vaø tieãn ñöa Côø Nöôùc Côø Ñoaøn thaân yeâu cuûa

chuùng ta veà ñaát Meï. (May 01 1975, Thursday).

Nhöng caùc em nhôù raèng “Moät ngaøy Höôùng Ñaïo caû

ñôøi Höôùng Ñaïo”, chaâm ngoân Höôùng Ñaïo laø giuùp

ích vaø vui töôi trong moïi tröôøng hôïp, nhôù cho anh

moät caâu “Duø ngaøy mai trôøi saäp, nhöng hoâm nay

caùc em vaãn phaûi cöôøi maø soáng vui veû” ñoù môùi laø

ngöôøi coù maùu Höôùng Ñaïo trong tim.

Theá laø chuùng toâi haï côø sau khi chaøo töø giaõ.

Moät leã “thieâu” ñeå tieãn ñöa hai laù côø ñaõ ñi theo

chuùng toâi töø ngaøy ñoaøn ñöôïc thaønh laäp: ngaøy

muøng naêm thaùng gieâng naêm Quyù Söûu. Sau baøi ca

Farewell, chuùng toâi chia tay trong nöôùc maét

Qua tôùi Myõ moät thôøi gian, toâi coù moät tuû

ñöïng ñoà cuõ, caû möôøi maáy naêm nay chöa moät laàn

môû ra xem beân trong coù caùi gì???????? Ñaàu thaùng

2 naêm 2007, voâ tình toâi soaïn ñoà recycle trong

garage, toâi môû tuû ra, luïc loïi tuøm lum vaø toâi tìm thaáy

3 Côø Vaøng ba soïc ñoû maø toâi tö taïo caùch ñaây

möôøi maáy naêm.

Moät buoåi toái khoaûng 8 giôø hôn, veà ñeán

nhaø, 3 ñöùa chaùu con oâng anh chaïy ra möøng huùm:

“Chuù ôi, giuùp chaùu explain this flag ñi”, toâi taù hoûa

tam tinh vì treân tay caùc chaùu laø 3 laù côø ñoû sao

vaøng baèng giaáy. Toâi vaën hoûi “taïi sao caùc con coù laù

côø naøy?” Caùc chaùu noùi laø laáy töø internet xuoáng,

ngaøy mai caû 3 chaùu phaûi presentation in front of

the class veà laù côø  cuûa quoác gia mình, chuù giuùp

chuùng chaùu ñi”. Caùc anh chò töôûng töôïng maët toâi

khoù coi ñeán chöøng naøo, giaän khoâng ñöôïc maø khoùc

cuõng khoâng xong, caùc chaùu coøn beù coù bieát gì ñaâu.

Giôø naøy laøm sao kieám cho ra 3 laù Côø Vaøng Ba Soïc

Ñoû baây giôø, caùi khoù loù caùi khoân, khoâng theå ñaàu

haøng ñöôïc, toâi chaïy ra Home Depot mua moät

thuøng sôn vaøng vaø tape maøu ñoû veà nhaø, phaûi baèng

moïi giaù coù ngay 3 laù CVBSD.

May quaù, hoâm ñoù toâi laïi mang veà 2 caùi
filters baèng vaûi, theá laø toâi laáy moät thuøng carton
sôn vaøng hai maët laøm moät laù côø lôùn, hai caùi filter
cuõng ñöôïc sôn vaøng 2 maët laøm thaønh 2 laù côø nhoû

sau khi daùn 3 ba soïc ñoû leân. Roài laïi phaûi giaûng
cho caùc chaùu bieát veà caùch laøm côø VNCH daøi 3
phaàn roäng 2 phaàn, lòch söû haøo huøng cuûa daân toäc
……. Sau khi caùc chaùu presentation xong mang veà
ñöa laïi cho toâi vaø toâi ñaõ caát vaøo tuû tôùi ngaøy hoâm

nay. (HIC)

Vaø trong moät lôùp hoïc Vieät ngöõ vaøi naêm

tröôùc

      - Tuaàn tröôùc caùc em ñaõ ñöôïc hoïc veà Hoäi

Nghò Dieân Hoàng, Baïch Ñaèng Giang noùi leân tinh

thaàn ñoaøn keát cuûa daân toäc vaø hoâm nay chuùng ta

hoïc veà lòch söû CÔØ VAØNG 3 SOÏC ÑOÛ, QUOÁC KYØ

VIEÄT NAM.

Toâi ñang coá gaéng heát söùc giaûng veà LAÙ CÔØ

VAØNG, QUOÁC KYØ VIEÄT NAM, nieàm töï haøo daân

toäc, thì boãng moät em dô tay hoûi.

      - Thöa thaày, neáu nhö coù moät laù côø raùch hay

khoâng xöû duïng ñöôïc thì phaûi laøm sao?

Moät caâu hoûi quaù hay, toâi chôït thaáy mình

thieáu soùt, toâi chæ lo daïy caùc chaùu veà nieàm töï haøo

daân toäc, nhöng queân ñi phaàn phuïc vuï. Toâi ñaõ traû

lôøi caâu hoûi cuûa em hoïc sinh naøy:

      - Trong tröôøng hôïp côø nöôùc khoâng theå phuïc

vuï ñöôïc nöõa, chuùng ta coù nhieàu caùch ñeå laøm, caùc

em coù theå  giöõ trong tuû laøm kyû nieäm, cuõng coù theå

thieâu hay choân nhöng  phaûi ñöôïc laøm trong moät

buoåi leã trang troïng. Ngaøy maù thaày maát thaày thieâu,

ngaøy boá thaày maát thaày choân, nhöng duø choân hay

thieâu gia dinh thaày cuõng phaûi laøm leã tieãn ñöa linh

hoàn boá meï thaày. Laù côø cuõng theá, LAÙ CÔØ laø hoàn

nöôùc cuûa caû moät daân toäc cuõng gioáng nhö ngöôøi

thaân cuûa minh, trong tröôøng hôïp khoâng theå phuïc

vuï daân toäc ñöôïc nöõa, caùc em coù theå giöõ ôû nôi

trang troïng nhaát trong nhaø laøm kyû nieäm, coøn khoâng

theå, thì hình thöùc hay nhaát laø THIEÂU (CREMATE)

roài tôùi CHOÂN ( BURY), nhöng caùc em khoâng theå

laøm moät mình maø phaûi toå chöùc moät buoåi leã trang

troïng ñeå TOÂN VINH TIEÃN ÑÖA tröôùc maët caùc thaày

coâ huynh tröôûng.

      - Vaäy thaày chæ chuùng em laøm ñöôïc khoâng?

      - Ñöôïc, thaày seõ toå chöùc cho caùc em xem.
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Vaø roài trong 30 thaùng tö naêm ñoù, toâi ñaõ daïy caùc

chaùu TOÂN VINH LAÙ CÔØ vaø ñaây cuõng laø hình thöùc

cuûa RETIRING THE COLOR.

Roài tôùi ngaøy chuaån bò cho TT9, toâi ñöôïc

moät tröôûng LD giao cho troïng traùch huaán luyeän

caùc em döïng coät côø.

      - Anh phaûi laøm sao döïng côø 3 taàng cho caùc

L/Ñ khaùc “sôï”

      - Thoâi, daïy cho caùc em bieát caùch laøm thì daïy

chöù laøm cho caùc L/Ñ khaùc “sôï” thì khoâng neân.

Hai anh em cuøng cöôøi. Boû qua bao nhieâu

ngaøy giaèng co giöõa toâi vaø moät phuï huynh khaùc veà

coät côø vaø coång traïi. Sôû dó toâi muoán coù coät côø cho

LÑ khoâng phaûi ñeå khoe vôùi caùc LÑ khaùc, maø toâi

chæ muoán caùc HÑS  CHAØO CÔØ BUOÅI SAÙNG.  Suoát

7 ngaøy trong ñaát traïi thì 6 ngaøy chaøo côø buoåi

saùng, coøn gì vui hôn. Muïc ñích toâi ñaõ ñaït. “See

you at TT10”.

                                       Minh Kính

 CHUYEÄN NAÁU AÊN

Nhìn hai ñöùa con trai naáu côm vôùi meï

cho caû nhaø aên, toâi chôït nhôù ñeán ngaøy toâi coøn beù 11

tuoåi maø ñaõ laên loän qua bao nhieâu ngaøy nguû “khaùch

saïn ngaøn sao”:

        - Sao maáy hoâm nay, con cöù quanh quaån beân

maù vaäy, coù chuyeän gì noùi maù nghe?\

        - Coù gì ñaâu maù? Thaáy maù naáu côm con muoán

hoïc thoâi maø.

        - Thoâi caäu, maù bieát toûng caäu quaù maø, muoán

thi taøi vôùi ai ñaây. AØ, 2 tuaàn nöõa ñi traïi HD roài, bò

baét naáu côm phaûi khoâng?

        - Khoâng phaûi laø baét, con khoâng muoán naáu

côm ba taàng.

        - Côm ba taàng laø sao?

        - Daï laø döôùi kheùt giöõa nhaõo treân khoâ ñoù maù

Hai meï con toâi cöôøi vaø theá laø toâi ñöôïc baø

cuï truyeàn ngheà naáu côm,

        - Naáu côm troâng deã nhö vaäy nhöng phaûi hieåu

caùch naáu nheù con; haït gaïo ñaàu muøa meàm neân khoâng

caàn nhieàu nöôùc, gaïo cuoái muøa raát cöùng neân theâm

chuùt nöôùc vaø gaïo giöõa muøa thi nöôùc chæ ôû ñoát ngoùn

tay.

        - Nhöng laøm sao bieát ñöôïc gaïo ñaàu muøa vaø

cuoái muøa haû maù?

        - Con phaûi caén thöû, ñaây laø ba loaïi gaïo maù

vöøa noùi ñaây, haït cöùng laø gaïo cuõ, haït meàm laø gaïo
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Kyû nieäm xöa ñoù cuõng laøm toâi nhôù laïi moät kyø traïi

caùch ñaây 2 naêm tai Big Bear,  caäu lôùn nhaát ñang

troå ngheà chæ caû ñoäi naáu côm thi ñua vôùi caùc ñoäi

Tuaàn vôùi nhau:

        - What next, Phi ? (Laøm gi nöõa haû Phi)

        - Oh, put  fish in 5 minutes  (boû caù vaøo naáu

5 phuùt)

        - What next Phi?

        - Tomato, then water then rau om then….. eat

(Caø chua, nöôùc vaø rau om cuoái cuøng…… thì aên)

        - What about “moùn maëm” Phi ? (Coøn -

Break dozen eggs into ground pork, mix well then

put in a hot pan until finish, low heat (ñaäp 12

tröùng vaøo thòt baàm, troän ñeàu roài boû vaøo chaûo noùng

cho tôùi khi chín ñeå löûa nhoû)….

Roài caäu chæ caû ñoäi naáu côm. Trong khi ñoù,

caäu nhoû cuõng bò reùo om xoøm:

        - Raphael, rice is boiling, what are we doing

now? (Côm soâi roài phaûi laøm gì ñaây)

        - Mix it up, seal the pan and low the heat

(xôùi leân roài ñaäy kín laïi, vaên nhoû löûa)

        - How about soup and moùn maëm, Raphael?

(Coøn moùn canh vaø moùn maën thi sao, Raphael)

        - Oh, boil the water then put broccoli into

boiling water,  put laïp xöôûng into rice pan now.

(Oh naáu nöôùc soâi boû broccoli vaøo, boû laïp xöôûng

vaøo noài côm baây giôø)

        - How about  fried  tofu Raphael ( Coøn ñaäu

huõ chieân laøm gì?)

        - Oh, Cut tomato into 4 pieces then put in

together and cook until boil, put some  noodle

tastes bags in (Oh caét caø chua laøm 4, boû taát caû

vaøo naáu soâi, ñöøng queân boû vaøi goùi gia vò cuûa mì

goùi vaøo)

Tôùi ñaây quyù vò thaáy chuyeän ñi HD khoâng

deã tí naøo phaûi khoâng neø.

Minh Kính

maù môùi mua coøn haït hôi cöng cöùng laø gaïo ñöôïc

3- 4 thaùng tuoåi roài. (Nhaø toâi thöôøng hay coù ít nhaát

500 kg gaïo trong nhaø)

Toâi caén thöû, roài ñôïi baø cuï daïy tieáp:

      - Noài côm muoán ngon thì caàn nhaát laø caùi

beáp, neáu con coù caùi beáp ngon laønh thì con khoâng

sôï gì caû. Gaïo chæ caàn moät nöôùc vo vaø moät nöôùc

traùng laø ñaët leân beáp, hoâm nay con naáu gaïo meàm

thì khi ñong nöôùc, con laáy bôùt ra khoaûng 1 baùt

nöôùc, chieàu nay naáu gaïo cöùng thì treân ñoát ngoùn

tay 1 chuùt hay theâm moät baùt nöôùc coøn gaïo giöõa

muøa thì ngang ñoát ngoùn tay, hieåu chöa caäu ?. Muoán

cho côm khoâng bò kheâ nhaõo kheùt thì noài côm phaûi

SOÂI SUØNG SUÏC trong voøng 10 phuùt ñaàu tieân, neáu

khoâng thì noài côm seõ nhaõo vì gaïo aên nöôùc quaù

nhieàu, muoán nhö vaäy con phaûi ñeå löûa thaät lôùn.

Nhö noài côm nhaø mình 12 ngöôøi aên, con phaûi duøng

beáp lôùn naáu côm, sau khi caïn nöôùc, con xôùi leân

cho ñeàu roài ñaäy kín naép laïi, chuyeån qua beáp nhoû

ñeå löûa thaät nhoû, (noài côm chín ngon laønh). Trong

khi ñôïi côm chín thì ñi laøm thöùc aên maën. Ñeå maù

chæ cho con vaøi moùn maën nheù: canh chua caù, canh

rau ñay rieâu cua, ñaäu huõ om caø chua, canh khoai

môõ….
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Phuï Huynh vôùi conPhuï Huynh vôùi conPhuï Huynh vôùi conPhuï Huynh vôùi conPhuï Huynh vôùi con
em Ngaønh AÁuem Ngaønh AÁuem Ngaønh AÁuem Ngaønh AÁuem Ngaønh AÁu

TTTTToâi coù 3 chaùu sinh hoaït trong LD Chí Linh,

chaùu lôùn ñaõ hoaøn taát Gold Award, chaùu keá ñang

laøm Final Project, coøn chaùu nhoû seõ leân Kha nay mai.

Treân chaëng ñöôøng khaù daøi 8 naêm, toâi ñaõ ñaàu tö veà

tinh thaàn, söùc khoûe, vaø vaät chaát ñeå lo cho caùc chaùu

cho ñeán hoâm nay. Baây giôø nhìn laïi, chính thôøi gian

con toâi ôû ngaønh AÁu ñaõ taïo nôi toâi nhieàu ñieàu ñaùng

nhôù.

Nhö quyù phuï huynh ñaõ bieát, khi göûi con em mình gia

nhaäp vaøo moät Lieân ñoaøn Höôùng ñaïo, moãi ngöôøi coù

moät muïc ñích khaùc nhau; con em khoâng bieát yù ñònh

cuûa cha meï. Coù laàn toâi hoûi moät ñoaøn sinh AÁu Nam:

-”Chaùu coù bieát taïi sao cha meï cho chaùu tham gia

sinh hoaït Höôùng ñaïo khoâng?”

- “Ba Meï baét ñi thì ñi thoâi!”, chaùu traû lôøi.

Ñieàu naøy khoâng laï ñoái vôùi toâi vì chính maáy ñöùa con

cuûa toâi ñaõ töøng noùi: “…. taïi boá thích Höôùng ñaïo neân

baét tuïi con vaøo” !!!

Ngaãm nghó, nhöõng caâu traû lôøi cuûa caùc chaùu cuõng

ñuùng bôûi leõ chuùng khoâng bieát gì veà Höôùng ñaïo,

thaäm chí veà töø ngöõ cuõng khoâng hieåu Höôùng ñaïo laø

gì. Vaäy thì taïi sao ñaõ coù nhieàu em hoaøn taát con

ñöôøng töø ngaønh AÁu ñeán khi ñaït ñaúng thöù cuoái

cuøng? Roõ raøng ngoaøi söï coáng hieán taän tuïy cuûa caùc

Tröôûng HÑ, vai troø cuûa phuï huynh ñoái vôùi con em

cuûa mình raát quan troïng. Vaø tuøy hoaøn caûnh thöïc tieãn

cuûa töøng gia ñình, vieäc theå hieän vai troø naøy dó nhieân

cuõng khaùc nhau.

Toå chöùc ñoaøn sinh trong moät Lieân ñoaøn Höôùng ñaïo

chia thaønh 3 ngaønh theo tuoåi: AÁu (Soùi Con, Chim

Non), Thieáu, vaø Kha-Thanh. Ngaønh AÁu raát quan troïng

vì nhöõng baøi hoïc vôõ loøng seõ ghi daáu aán suoát cuoäc

ñôøi cuûa treû.

Khôûi ñaàu ngaønh AÁu, tuoåi töø 7 ñeán 10. Vôùi tuoåi naøy

ngoaøi vieäc hoïc ôû tröôøng, haàu heát caùc chaùu coøn soáng

trong phaïm vi gia ñình döôùi söï chaêm soùc cuûa cha

meï, neân khi tham gia sinh hoaït Höôùng ñaïo caùc em

raát bôõ ngôõ vì taát caû laø vuøng trôøi xa laï töø khung caûnh

ñeán baïn beø ……..  Thöôøng thì caùc em bieåu hieän buoàn

chaùn, ñoâi khi coøn phaûn öùng böïc boäi moãi buoåi saùng

Chuùa Nhaät phaûi thöùc daäy ñeå chuaån bò ñi sinh hoaït,

maø töï thaân caùc em khoâng caûm thaáy höùng thuù. Döïa

treân taâm lyù cuûa ñoaøn sinh ngaønh AÁu naøy, chaâm ngoân

“Gaéng Söùc” ñöôïc Höôùng ñaïo ñeà ra ñeå caùc em phaûi

phaán ñaáu thöïc haønh trong  sinh hoaït. Vaø “gaéng söùc”

cuõng coù yù nghóa ñoái vôùi phuï huynh nöõa.

Ñeå giuùp caùc con vöôït qua giai ñoaïn ñaàu cuûa ngaønh

AÁu naøy, chuùng toâi ñaõ phaûi nheï nhaøng, ñaày loøng

thöông yeâu doã daønh khuyeán khích chuùng. Trong

sinh hoïat thöôøng nhaät cuûa gia ñình, thænh thoaûng löïa

khi thuaän tieän nhö trong böõa aên hoaëc khi laùi xe ñeå

giaûi thích cho caùc chaùu hieåu veà nhöõng lôïi ích cuûa

Höôùng ñaïo. Ñoàng thôøi toâi cuõng tìm hieåu veà nhöõng

ñieàu luaât Höôùng ñaïo haàu phoái hôïp chaët cheõ vôùi caùc

Tröôûng. Phoái hôïp ôû ñaây khoâng coù nghóa xen vaøo

chöùc traùch cuûa Tröôûng maø laø theo doõi söï tieán boä

cuûa con mình; cuõng nhö bieát ñöôïc nhöõng ñieàu phuï

huynh caàn phaûi laøm. Ngoaøi ra, mình coù theå ñaûm traùch

phaàn vieäc naøo ñoù trong Ban Phuï huynh nöõa. Neáu coù

ñieàu kieän, phuï huynh neân coù maët nôi Lieân ñoaøn sinh

hoaït, nhöng giöõ moät khoaûng caùch ñuû ñeå caùc con

bieát cha meï coù quan taâm lo laéng. Quaû thaät, “gaéng

söùc” cuõng ñuùng cho chính mình.

Ngoaøi sinh hoaït haøng tuaàn ôû coâng vieân, HÑS coøn

phaûi sinh hoaït caém traïi, (rieâng Soùi Con coù moân chôi

ñaëc bieät laø ñi Saên) vì caém traïi laø  hoaït ñoäng khoâng
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theå thieáu trong HÑ. Chính khi caém traïi caùc em seõ

nguû ñeâm ngoaøi trôøi, seõ hoïc taäp vaø hieåu bieát nhieàu

ñieàu boå ích veà thieân nhieân nhö ñi boä ñöôøng daøi

(hiking), ñoát löûa traïi, vui chôi muùa haùt nhöõng baøi ca

HÑ laønh maïnh vôùi nhieàu HÑS cuøng löùa ôû nhöõng Lieân

Ñoaøn Höôùng ñaïo khaùc …... SCOUT trong tieáng Anh

coù chöõ “out”  nghóa laø ôû ngoaøi; coù theå vì vaäy maø caém

traïi ngoaøi trôøi trôû neân muïc tieâu chính cuûa HÑ, noù

hoaøn toaøn khoâng mang yù nghóa tieâu cöïc “aên bôø nguû

buïi”.

Vì caùc em ngaønh AÁu tuoåi coøn nhoû neân ñieàu leä HÑ

buoäc phuï huynh phaûi ñi traïi cuøng vôùi con em ñeå

chaêm lo veä sinh caù nhaân, aåm thöïc. vaø cung caáp choã

nguû cho chuùng.  Nhöõng Phuï huynh ngaønh AÁu vì

cuøng coù nhieäm vuï chaêm lo cho caùc con em neân deã

thaân thieát vôùi nhau, ñieån hình trong ban aåm thöc

phaàn nhieàu laø  phuï huynh ngaønh AÁu. Theâm vaøo ñoù,

ña soá treû tuoåi vaø coù nhieàu ngaønh ngheà khaùc nhau

neân raát vui teáu, nhieàu saùng kieán, raát nhieät tình trong

nhöõng vieäc chung khi caàn ñeán. Khoâng khí vaên ngheä

ñaëc bieät vui nhoän trong nhöõng ngaøy ñi traïi laø yeáu toá

haáp daãn khieán nhieàu ngöôøi tham döï traïi.  Laø nhöõng

PH, chuùng ta haàu heát ñeàu caûm nhaän ñöôïc ñieàu naøy,

vaø cuõng ñaõ coù nhieàu hình aûnh baøi vieát veà sinh hoaït

trong baûn tin Lieân Ñoaøn.

Trong chöông trình huaán luyeän, phuï huynh ngaønh

AÁu ghi nhaän laø khi ôû vaøo tuoåi 9 vaø 10, laàn löôït caùc

em ñaûm nhaän chöùc tröôûng nhoùm (ñaàu ñaøn), muïc

ñích daïy cho caùc em quen veà chæ huy ñeå khi leân

ngaønh Thieáu vaø Kha, caùc em seõ laø nhöõng ñoäi phoù,

ñoäi tröôûng, thöïc haønh nhöõng baøi hoïc veà laõnh ñaïo

chæ huy cuõng nhö tinh thaàn töông trôï, traùch nhieäm,

vaø oùc toå chöùc. Taát caû seõ aûnh höôûng maõi khi caùc em

vaøo ñôøi. Ñieàu naøy, vôùi söï giaûi thích vaø khuyeán khích

cuûa cha meï, caùc em caûm thaáy mình lôùn hôn, giuùp caùc

em gaén boù vôùi taäp theå, vaø tìm thaáy nieàm vui tieáp tuïc

sinh hoaït trong Lieân ñoaøn.

Moät ñieàu khaùc caàn ghi nhaän ñoù laø soá ñoaøn sinh môùi

ghi danh vaøo ngaønh AÁu khaù nhieàu, nhöng chæ khoaûng

moät naêm sau thì boû cuoäc, maëc daàu  caùc em môùi

ñöôïc traéc nghieäm nhieàu tuaàn tröôùc khi gia nhaäp

chính thöùc. Soá HÑS boû cuoäc phaàn lôùn ôû ngaønh AÁu

(Nam vaø Nöõ). Theo doõi danh saùch ñoaøn sinh cuûa

Lieân ñoaøn trong nhieàu naêm, toâi ñöa ra tyû soá töông

ñoái veà soá Ñoaøn sinh boû cuoäc cuûa 3 nghaønh AÁu,

Thieáu, vaø Kha-Thanh nhö sau: AÁu: 50%, Thieáu 20%,

Kha-Thanh 10%. Töø soá lieäu naøy, tyû leä 50% laø raát cao.

Dó nhieân coù nhieàu nguyeân nhaân, nhöng yeáu toá phuï

huynh ngaønh AÁu raát quan troïng. Khi thuaän tieän,

chuùng ta seõ maïn ñaøm hoaëc vieát veà ñieàu naøy, bôûi vì

noù quyeát ñònh söï lôùn maïnh cuûa Lieân ñoaøn.

 Chaéc chaén coù nhieàu nhaän xeùt cuûa nhöõng phuï huynh

khaùc, nhöng ñaây chæ phaûn aûnh suy nghó caù nhaân cuûa

ngöôøi vieát chuù troïng ñeán phuï huynh ngaønh AÁu vì

HÑS ngaønh AÁu laø böôùc khôûi ñaàu cuûa moät HÑS

khoâng chæ döøng laïi ôû ñaúng thöù Eagle hay Gold maø laø

moät HÑS seõ ñem caû haønh trang ñaõ ñöôïc hoïc taäp vaø

reøn luyeän ñeå öùng duïng trong suoát cuoäc ñôøi sau

naøy.

Cahat
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TTTTTaïp ghi cuûa moätaïp ghi cuûa moätaïp ghi cuûa moätaïp ghi cuûa moätaïp ghi cuûa moät
Phuï HuynhPhuï HuynhPhuï HuynhPhuï HuynhPhuï Huynh
Trinh Nguyeãn

QQQQQua Myõ hai naêm vaø vôùi tuoåi ñôøi 13-15,
caùc con toâi ngôø ngheäch ñeán toäi nghieäp tröôùc nhöõng
caùm doã, laï laãm, toø moø bôûi nhöõng quyeán ruõ ñaùng sôï
cuûa caùi xaõ hoäi quaù nhieàu söï töï do naøy; noãi lo aâu ñeø
naëng ñoâi vai vaø traùi tim toâi, nhöõng ñeâm daøi maát
nguû vì baên khoaên haàu tìm moät maûnh ñaát laønh maïnh
cho caùc con mình vöõng vaøng vöôn leân, toâi mong
moûi khaån caàu vaø OÂng Trôøi ñaõ khoâng phuï loøng toâi,
qua söï giôùi thieäu cuûa moät ngöôøi ñoàng nghieäp, gia
ñình toâi tìm ñeán Lieân ñoaøn Chí Linh.
Ngaøy ñaàu tieân, caùi bôõ ngôõ cuûa ba meï con toâi treân
suoát con ñöôøng töø nhaø ñeán ñòa ñieåm sinh hoaït cuûa
Lieân ñoaøn ñaõ thaät söï tan bieán khi chuùng toâi ñöôïc
tieáp xuùc caùc huynh tröôûng, söï aân caàn cuûa caùc Tröôûng
ñoái vôùi caùc con toâi laøm toâi yeân loøng, toâi khoâng bao
giôø queân ñöôïc nuï cöôøi vaø gioïng noùi hieàn hoøa cuûa
quyù Tröôûng khi nhieät tình ñoùn nhaän caùc con toâi, caû
nhöõng voøng tay thaân aùi cuûa caùc em Höôùng ñaïo
sinh trong Lieân ñoaøn ñaõ vun ñaép cho caùc con toâi
theâm söï töï tin, yeâu ñôøi, söï hoøa ñoàng vaø côûi môû.

Caùc em trong Lieân ñoaøn ñaõ ñoát chaùy nhöõng e deø,
laëng leõ thöôøng nhaät cuûa caùc con toâi; nhìn con cöôøi
ñuøa vôùi caùc baïn, tim toâi nhö ngheïn laïi.

Vaø coøn nöõa, Chò Phoá - ngöôøi phuï huynh
ñaàu tieân toâi tieáp xuùc – thaân thieän, hoûi han, an uûi aân

caàn, töï nhieân toâi coù caûm giaùc an toaøn vaø bình yeân.
Toâi sung söôùng vöõng tin raèng toâi ñaõ daãn daét con
mình ñi ñuùng con ñöôøng maø chuùng toâi ñang tìm
kieám. Nhöõng tuaàn leã keá tieáp, khoâng rieâng gì caùc
con toâi maø ngay caû toâi cuõng chôø mong ñeán ngaøy
Chuû nhaät ñeå ñöôïc ñeán vôùi maùi nhaø Chí-Linh ñaày
aép tình ngöôøi; vaø caùi tình ngöôøi aáy, toâi caøng caûm
nhaän roõ hôn khi tham döï traïi Lieân Keát cuøng caùc
con. Giöõa nuùi ñoài truøng ñieäp, nhöõng con ngöôøi nhoû
beù mang trong loøng nhöõng taám chaân tình to lôùn töø
caùc nôi hoäi tuï veà ñaây vun ñaáp cho moät lyù töôûng
chung: giuùp cho caùc em xaùc ñònh ñöôïc ñaïo lyù laøm
ngöôøi, tinh thaàn ñoaøn keát trong vui maø hoïc, hoïc
maø vui.

Söï xuùc ñoäng cuûa toâi khi ñöôïc tham döï thaùnh
leã ôû Traïi, vò Linh muïc nhaân töø ñaõ oân toàn, nhaéc nhôû
caùc em HÑS phaûi yù thöùc trôû neân ngöôøi höõu duïng
cho gia ñình, toân giaùo vaø xaõ hoäi, nhöng tröôùc tieân
phaûi xaùc ñònh mình laø ngöôøi VIEÄTNAM, moät ngöôøi
Vieät Nam daùm ngaång cao ñaàu haõnh dieän vôùi taøi trí
cuûa mình, vôùi tieáng noùi cuûa mình ñeå khoâng laøm hoå
theïn noøi gioáng Roàng Tieân cuûa moät daân toäc treân
boán ngaøn naêm vaên hieán. Noãi öu tö aáy vaãn coøn maõi
trong toâi moãi khi toâi nhôù ñeán baøi giaûng cuûa Ngaøi.
Ba ngaøy traïi troâi qua nhanh choùng, gia ñình toâi trôû
veà maø loøng ai cuõng ñaày nuoái tieác, vaán vöông, gia
ñình chuùng toâi ñaõ “Yeâu” Höôùng ñaïo maát roài. Caùm
ôn LÑ Chí-Linh, Caùm ôn taát caû nhöõng taám loøng
vaøng cuûa caùc Tröôûng, caùc Phuï Huynh, caùc em trong
maùi aám Chí Linh, ñaõ ñem ñeán cho gia ñình toâi
moät sinh khí môùi, chuùng toâi khoâng bieát laáy gì ñeå
caûm taï, chæ mong moûi baèng ñoâi tay beù nhoû vaø söùc
löïc haïn heïp cuûa mình vôùi ñaïi gia ñình Chí-Linh :
toâi saün saøng.
Vôùi con yeâu cuûa Meï…

Meï vui möøng khi bieát chaéc con ñang ñöôïc
vun troàng trong maûnh ñaát laøng Chí- Linh, noùi theá
naøo baây giôø ñeå con hieåu ñöôïc taám loøng cuûa nhöõng
ngöôøi laøm Cha laøm Meï nhö Meï ñaây, con ñaâu coù
bieát, con laø caû cuoäc ñôøi cuûa Meï, neáu con vaáp ngaõ,
cuoäc ñôøi cuûa Meï cuõng seõ chaám döùt, Meï mong con
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hieåu, nhöõng gì Meï laøm cho con keå caû nhöõng ñieàu
maø con cho laø Meï aùp ñaët con, cuõng chæ vì Meï quaù
yeâu con. Con nhö laø moät ñöùa beù ngaây thô nghòch
ngôïm vôùi löôõi dao maø khoâng bieát chính löôõi dao
aáy seõ caét ñöùt töông lai con vaø raïch naùt caû traùi tim
Meï nöõa. Meï yeâu con hôn chính baûn thaân mình,
Meï khoâng theå nhö moät ngöôøi bò coät chaët tay chaân
ñöùng nhìn con mình chìm daàn, chìm daàn.
 Con yeâu cuûa Me, haõy vöõng vaøng leân con, Meï
mong raèng vôùi nhöõng taám loøng vaøng, nhöõng taám
göông saùng cuûa maùi nhaø Chí-Linh, con Meï seõ töï
vöõng böôùc ñeå khaúng ñònh lyù töôûng cuûa mình maø
vöôn leân, sau heát, Meï mong con ghi nhôù caâu danh
ngoân sau:

 “Ngaøy con môû maét chaøo ñôøi, moïi ngöôøi

ñeàu hoan hyû vui möøng sao con laïi khoùc.

Con ôi! Con phaûi soáng theá naøo ñeå moät mai

khi con nhaém maét xuoâi tay, moïi ngöôøi baät

khoùc coøn con vui söôùng mæm cöôøi ra ñi”

Tuoåi thô mô öôùc truøng truøng

Thaønh nhaân cuoäc soáng, ung dung nheï nhaøng

Nhìn theá söï maây tan naéng sôùm

Tuoåi vaøng kia löøng löõng theo chaân

Bieát ñaâu thaân theá  döông traàn

Lo toan tình caûnh aâm phaàn vaán vöông.

Taâm thanh tònh suoát ñöôøng tieán böôùc

Öôùc mong sao duø tröôùc hay sau

Neûo veà cuûa yù mong caàu

Ñaâu laø coõi phuùc ñaâu laø voïng taâm.

Taàm chöõ “saéc” hoûi laø thöïc “töôùng”

Ñöôøng nhieäm maàu  phaûi höôùng chöõ taâm

Khoâng khoâng döông theá aâm phaàn

“Taâm an” “ töôùng vöõng” cuoäc ñôøi toát töôi

oOo

Moâng lung trong coõi ta baø

Bieát ñaâu laø beán laø nhaø cuûa ta.

Côù sao laïi giöõ taâm ma

Tieàn taøi danh voïng  ñeàu laø saéc khoâng

Tieâu dao ngaøy thaùng thong dong

Baùt côm phieáu maãu trong loøng thieàn taâm

Mai kia moát noï aâm thaàm

Vui mieàn cöïc laïc; chaân taâm roõ töôøng

Phöôùc Taán 2011

THÔTHÔTHÔTHÔTHÔTHIEÀNTHIEÀNTHIEÀNTHIEÀNTHIEÀN
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Tuoåi Treû vaø Traïi Heø
Tröôùc ñaây, khi ñeà caäp ñeán traïi heø ngöôøi

ta thöôøng nghó ngay ñeán nhöõng em beù, trai cuõng

nhö gaùi vôùi ñoâi maét khoùc chöa raùo, xa nhaø laàn

ñaàu ñi traïi ñeå taäp bôi vaø haùt nhöõng baøi ca nhoùm

löûa traïi. Luùc baáy giôø ngöôøi ta ít nghe noùi ñeán nhöõng

thieáu nieân, thieáu nöõ löùa tuoåi 15-17 tham döï traïi

heø ñeå hoïc hoûi nhöõng kyõ naêng chuyeân moân, ñi du

lòch hoïc hoûi theâm ôû nöôùc ngoaøi, hoaëc thöïc hieän

nhöõng sinh hoaït phuïc vuï coäng ñoàng. Giôø ñaây tinh

thaàn vaø sinh hoaït traïi heø ñang chuyeån ñoåi, taïo

theâm nhieàu cô hoäi hoïc hoûi cho tuoåi treû moïi löùa

tuoåi.

Ngöôøi Myõ ñaõ bieát vaø noùi ñeán traïi heø töø ñaàu

thaäp nieân 1900. Hieän oû Hoa Kyø coù gaàn 10,000

traïi heø coù khaû naêng phuïc vuï cho naêm trieäu thieáu

nhi vaø thanh thieáu nieân nam nöõ. Ngay caû nhöõng

naêm raát gaàn ñaây, traïi chæ nhaän ghi danh cho nhöõng

em döôùi 15 tuoåi. Giôø thì ñaõ coù chieàu höôùng thay

ñoåi vì ñôùi soáng kinh teá khaù hôn, neáp soáng vaø toå

chöùc gia ñình trong xaõ hoäi Hoa Kyø cuõng khaùc tröôùc,

do ñoù caàn phaûi coù theâm nhieàu nhu caàu cho giôùi

treû.

Soá gia ñình caû cha vaø meï ñi laøm vieäc hai

ngaønh ngheà khaùc nhau ñaõ gia taêng, ñoøi hoûi theâm

nhieàu nhu caàu veà caùc chöông trình giaûi trí vaø giaùo

duïc cho giôùi treû thuoäc moïi löùa tuoåi, maø khoâng chæ

rieâng cho caùc em döôùi 15 tuoåi. Coù leõ vì trong chieàu

höôùng naày, ngaønh kinh doanh traïi heø ñang phaùt

trieån ñeán nhöõng möùc ñoä môùi meû hôn, nhieàu traïi

daønh nhöõng chöông trình ñaëc bieät coù tính caùch

chuyeân moân veà nhieàu laõnh vöïc cho giôùi treû saép

tröôûng thaønh.

Ngaønh kinh doanh traïi heø cuõng thaät laø ñoäc

ñaùo. Treân 70% thuoäc tö nhaân, do gia ñình laøm

chuû, quaûn lyù vaø ñieàu haønh; 25% thuoäc nhöõng toå

chöùc khoâng vuï lôïi nhö Hoäi Nam vaø Nöõ Höôùng Ñaïo

Hoa Kyø, Hieäp Hoäi Thanh Nieân Cô Ñoác Giaùo, soá

coøn laïi ñöôïc ñieàu haønh bôûi nhöõng lieân doanh kyõ

ngheä nhö coâng ty saûn xuaát giaøy Nike. Maëc duø coù

söï khaùc bieät veà thaønh phaàn sôû höõu so vôùi caùc ngaønh

kinh doanh khaùc, traïi heø ñaõ coù con soá doanh thu

lôùn lao ñeán 11 tyû Myõ kim/naêm.

Gioáng nhö nhöõng doanh nghieäp thaønh coâng

khaùc, ngaønh kinh doanh traïi heø ñaõ tìm caùch ñaùp

öùng nhöõng nhu caàu ñang chuyeån höôùng vôùi nhöõng

dòch vuï môùi meû hôn. Trong ñaø phaùt trieån vaø caûi

tieán, nhieàu traïi heø ñaõ chuyeân moân hoùa caùc chöông

trình sinh hoaït. Coù hai loaïi traïi chuyeân moân, hoaëc

laø cung öùng theâm nhöõng kinh nghieäm sinh hoaït

nhaém veà ngheä thuaät, khoa hoïc, thaùm du, hoaëc cung

öùng theâm nhieàu dòch vuï ñaëc bieät cho nhöõng thaønh

phaàn môùi ñi traïi laàn ñaàu coù dòp tìm hieåu vaø thöôûng

thöùc nhöõng kinh nghieäm truyeàn thoáng ñaõ coù töø xöa

maø moät traïi heø thöôøng cung öùng.

Loaïi traïi chuyeân moân thöù nhaát coù caû haøng

loaït sinh hoaït ñeå löïa choïn, töø aâm nhaïc ñeán nhöõng

chuyeán du lòch coù toå chöùc thaêm vieáng Chaâu AÂu,

Chaâu AÙ. Ngaøy nay chuùng ta khoâng ngaïc nhieân laém

khi thaáy coù nhöõng traïi cung öùng nhöõng sinh hoaït

chuyeân ñeà töø khaùm phaù vaø tìm hieåu thieân nhieân

hoang daõ, huaán luyeän hoa tieâu vaø phi haønh haøng

khoâng, cho ñeán voõ thuaät, kòch ngheä vaø myõ ngheä.

Loaïi traïi chuyeân moân thöù hai cung öùng nhöõng moân

maø töø tröôùc ñeán giôø chöa heà coù trong sinh hoaït

traïi, nhö phöông phaùp taäp luyeän ñeå laøm giaûm caân,

moân Anh ngöõ cho nhöõng ngöôøi khoâng thoâng thaïo

tieáng Anh, hoaëc moät caùch ñôn giaûn laø chæ cung

öùng cho caùc thanh thieáu thieáu nieân nam nöõ vaø caùc

em khuyeát taät veà moät soá kinh nghieäm caên baûn,

truyeàn thoáng cuûa moät kyø traïi.

Duø sôû thích nhö theá naøo, chuùng ta cuõng coù

theå tìm thaáy moät loaïi traïi ñaùp öùng ñöôïc ñieàu mong

muoán. Vaø khi ñaõ tham döï, thì baát luaän loaïi traïi

naøo, khoâng nhöõng chæ mang laïi moät ít kheùo leùo vaø

kyõ naêng chuyeân moân, maø coøn mang laïi theâm tinh

thaàn traùch nhieäm, tính khoâng yû laïi, vaø loøng töï tin

cho giôùi treû moïi löùa tuoåi.

Phaïm B. Hieàn

Theo taøi lieäu Youth Enhancement Service, UCLA
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SOÙI CON
 NAÊM NAÊM SAU

CCCCCaùi thuôû söûa soaïn ñi sinh hoaït hay

tham döï traïi coøn phaûi troâng vaøo söï thuùc baùch,

nhaéc nhôû, saép ñaët moïi thöù töø boá meï thì nay Huy

töï caùng ñaùng ñöôïc. Beà naøo cuõng töøng laø caáp chæ

huy töø ñoäi phoù; ñoäi tröôûng. Hôn nöõa Huy ñaõ thay

maët Tröôûng, taäp hoïp LÑ, truyeàn ñaït chæ thò, höôùng

daãn troø chôi trong cöông vò moät Ñoäi tröôûng Nhaát.

Do ñoù, Huy coù traùch nhieäm dìu daét ñoäi

mình trong sinh hoaït. Chính haøng ñoäi töï trò ñaõ noái

keát keo sôn caùc ñoäi sinh trong thi ñua hoïc taäp vaø

reøn luyeän. Caùc ñoäi tranh ñua nhau vôùi tinh thaàn

ñoàng ñoäi maø trong ñoù Ñoäi tröôûng moãi ñoäi laø taám

göông cho toaøn ñoäi troâng vaøo. Haõy nhìn Huy taäp

hoïp ñoäi mình.

Nhanh nheïn. Doùng haøng ñoäi. Ñaøng tröôùc,

thaúng.Tay vung côø mieäng hoâ lôùn:

Khí theá vaø duõng maõnh. “Nghieâm”. Huy xoay

ngöôøi tö theá nghieâm chaøo.

Doõng daïc baùo caùo Tröôûng. Trong haøng ñoá

ñoäi sinh naøo daùm lo ra luùc naøy.

Haø nay laø thieáu nöõ Nhò Tröng. Haõy nhìn Haø

trong haøng ñoäi vaøo moät buoåi saùng Chuû nhaät. Lieân

ñoaøn chaøo côø. Tuaàn töï tröôûng roài ñoaøn sinh nhaéc laïi

10 ñieàu luaät. Phoùng taàm maét theo doõi töø xa chôø tôùi

löôt mình, Haø thuùc caïnh baïn keá beân. Thöù töï ñieàu

luaät keá tieáp ñaõ thoaùng qua trong trí, Haø naém vöõng;

chaân böôùc ñaèng tröôùc moät böôùc, nghieâm chaøo cuøng

luùc caát gòong trong cao.  Beà naøo Haø cuõng töøng thöïc

taäp vai troø laõnh ñaïo chæ huy. Ai baûo Haø voâ tö chaúng

quan taâm gì.

Huy vaø Haø tham döï haàu heát caùc kyø Traïi, naøo

Jurapa Park Nam CA ñeán San Lorenzo Baéc Cali.,

Thaúng Tieán 8, 9 coøn ghi daáu chaân ñaâu ñoù. AÂm vang

nhöõng tieáng hoø reo, nhöõng  ñeâm löûa trai, nhöõng troø

chôi lôùn, vaø bieát bao nhieâu sinh hoaït coäng ñoàng;

röûa xe gaây quyõ haún ghi saâu trong taâm khaûm. Mai naøy

tröôûng thaønh, coù dòp oân laïi quaõng ñôøi nieân thieáu, aét

haún giai ñoaïn naøy laém kyû nieäm khoù phai keå hoaøi

khoâng heát. Cöù moãi kyø hoïp baïn ñeå ñôøi nhö theá,

contact list cuûa Huy vaø Haø laïi moïc daøi theâm.

Khoâng nhö thôøi Soùi Con, gaëp  oâng, Huy hay

neù vì thöôøng bò chaän hoûi chuyeän sinh hoaït naøy noï…..

Traùi laïi baây giôø, neáu tình côø hoaëc giaùp maët nhau ñaâu

ñoù, Huy vui veû “Chao  ong” hôi lô lôù gioïng Myõ phaùt

aâm Vieät. Laïi coøn hoûi thaêm “ong khoe  khong”. Ñöôïc

vaäy  quyù laém roài.

Haø vaãn vui töôi nhí nhaûnh. Xem chöøng laø lôùp

ñaøn chò. Ñi ñaâu cuõng keøm theo hai, ba baïn khaùc.

Moät laàn gaëp Haø ôû leàu Phuï huynh, OÂng hoûi Haø caàn gì

thì ñöôïc bieát Haø daét baïn tôùi xin coù gì cho baïn aên ?

Baïn naøy ñeán treã. Haø hieän laø Ñoäi Tröôûng ñang söûa

soaïn project cho Silver Award. Ngoaøi ra Haø coù maùu

vaên ngheä gioáng Boá nhöng laïi khoâng thích ñöôïc höôùng

daãn. Thænh thoaûng xaùch guitar cuûa Boá vaøo phoøng. Töï

hoïc nhaïc treân internet.

Quaû laø moät söï kieân trì ñaùng neâu leân veà phía

phuï huynh. Töø nhöõng ngaøy ñaàu cho con ñi HÑ,

chính boá meï cuõng khoâng phaûi deã daøng thích hôïp

cuõng nhö thu xeáp giôø giaác coâng vieäc thuaän tieän.

Phaûi coù quyeát taâm cao, tinh thaàn tham gia sinh hoaït

naêng ñoäng môùi loâi keùo vaø caàm chaân  oâng baø, boá meï

cuøng con chaùu vaøo cuoäc. OÂng  toà BP noùi HÑ moät

ngaøy, HÑ moät ñôøi. Thöïc teá cho thaáy HÑ moät ngöôøi,

HÑ moät nhaø.

        NCN
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MÖÔØI NAÊM LÖÛA KHOÙI

Chuùng toâi laø phuï huynh cuûa Lieân ñoaøn Höôùng
Ñaïo Chí Linh. Gia ñình toâi coù hai chaùu trai baét ñaàu sinh
hoaït vaøo naêm 2001, luùc baáy giôø chaùu lôùn 11 tuoåi vaøo
Thieáu ñoaøn, chaùu nhoû vaøo AÁu ñoaøn.

Ñoái vôùi chaùu lôùn, coøn bôõ ngôõ, toû veû khoâng thích
laém, nhöng nhôø Tröôûng Giang khuyeán khích vaøo sinh hoaït
chung vôùi caùc baïn, sau vaøi tuaàn leã, toâi hoûi chaùu thaáy theá
naøo, chaùu traû lôøi raèng cuõng “ ñöôïc ñöôïc”; khi ñoù Thieáu
ñoaøn do Tröôûng Töïu vaø Tröôûng Giang höôùng daãn, trong
khi chaùu nhoû sinh hoaït Ngaønh AÁu do Tröôûng Loan höôùng
daãn cuøng vôùi caùc Tröôûng Thoa, Tr. Haø, Tr. Hueâ, Tr. Chi
vaø Tr. Bích. Thôøi gian sau, AÁu ñoaøn ñöôïc ñaûm traùch bôûi
Tröôûng Töù, Tr. Nghóa vaø Tr. Mai Anh, vaø Lieân ñoaøn do
Tr. Lyù Nhaät Hui laø Lieân ñoaøn Tröôûng.

Sau vaøi tuaàn, caùc chaùu coù veû thích, chuùng toâi
môùi mua ñoàng phuïc cho hai chaùu. Vaøo moät buoåi saùng chuû
nhaät, tröôùc khi ñi sinh hoaït, chaùu nhoû baûo “ meï caét moùng
tay cho con, neáu khoâng Soùi Giaø seõ phaït”. Quaû thaät caùc
chaùu nghe lôøi Tröôûng hôn cha meï, laøm chuùng toâi cuõng ñaõ
yeân taâm khi caùc chaùu sinh hoaït hoøa ñoàng cuøng caùc baïn.

Phaàn phuï huynh, sau khi ñöa caùc chaùu ra sinh
hoaït, neáu mình nhín chuùt ít thôøi giôø chôø caùc chaùu sinh
hoaït, coù dòp gaëp gôõ, taâm söï chia xeû nhöõng ñieàu mình chöa
bieát cuøng caùc phuï huynh khaùc, ñoàng thôøi cuøng tìm hieåu vaø
hoã trôï caùc Tröôûng ñeå caùc Tröôûng coù theå höôùng daãn toát
cho con em mình; do ñoù, vôï choàng chuùng toâi luoân thay
phieân nhau coù maët nôi sinh hoaït töø 9 giôø ñeán 12 giôø tröa
moãi chuùa nhaät.

Toâi coøn nhôù, sau 2 thaùng sinh hoaït thì chuùng toâi
laàn ñaàu tieân tham döï traïi, vì chaùu nhoû coøn trong tuoåi AÁu

neân khi Lieân ñoaøn toå chöùc traïi Lieân ñoaøn thì phuï huynh
phaûi ñi traïi cuøng vôùi con em mình, rieâng caùc em töø Ngaønh
Thieáu trôû leân, cha meï khoâng ñoøi hoûi phaûi cuøng ñi, vì caùc
em töï lo cho nhau döôùi söï höôùng daãn cuûa Tröôûng, vaø
cuõng chính laàn ñoù, toâi caûm thaáy mình coù traùch nhieäm phuï
giuùp cho nhaø beáp cuûa Lieân ñoaøn, vaø toâi baét ñaàu xoâng pha
vaøo vuøng “ Löûa Khoùi” cuøng caùc phuï huynh khaùc moãi khi
coù traïi Lieân ñoaøn ñeå chung lo naáu aên cho AÁu vaø phuï
huynh.

Giai ñoaïn naøy, vì Lieân ñoaøn môùi thaønh laäp, nhaø
beáp chöa coù noài nieâu soong chaûo nhieàu neân ít nhieàu gaëp
trôû ngaïi, luùc ñoù coù caùc chò Phöông (Töïu), chò Loan
(Chöông), chò Loan (Hieáu), chò Thô (Hoøa), anh chò Phoá,
chò Mai Thaân, chò Ñaøo (baø ngoaïi), chò Höông (Cali), anh
chò Dieäp … Toâi chöa töøng naáu aên taäp theå, chuùng toâi chia
ra moãi ngöôøi phuï traùch moät phaàn, nhö toâi thì moùn thòt
kho tröùng vaø döa caûi chua, nhöng laïi khoâng bieát soá löôïng
bao nhieâu neân phaûi nhôø chò Phöông chæ duøm, sau kyø traïi
veà hoïp ñaàu thaùng, caùc chò laïi baàu toâi cho chöùc vuï Tröôûng
ban “ Löûa Khoùi”; Theá laø chò em chuùng toâi ruû nhau mua
saém duïng cuï nhaø beáp ñeå chuaån bò cho laàn ñi traïi keá tieáp.
Veà sau moãi laàn ñi traïi, chuùng toâi phaân coâng caùc phuï huynh
chia nhau ñi chôï vaø naáu aên nhöõng moùn thoâng thöôøng.
Sau nhieàu kyø traïi, caùc phuï huynh cuøng nhau baøn baïc ñeå
naáu caùc moùn aên ñaëc bieät hôn nhö Phôû, cheø, chaùo, côm,
caø pheâ ….. Thaät ñuùng sinh hoaït trong höôùng ñaïo gioáng
nhö sinh hoaït moät ñaïi gia ñình, raát vui vaø thoaûi maùi.

                  Leâ Em
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Vieät Nam Meán Yeâu
Meán taëng caùc em lôùp Vieät Ngöõ

Em yeâu tieáng haùt chaøo ñôøi,
Thaân thöông trìu meán nhö lôøi meï

ru.
Em yeâu tieáng haùt ñoø ñöa

Treân doøng soâng vaéng giöõa tröa naéng
heø.

Khoùi lam aáp uû laøng queâ,
Xa xa tieáng saùo voïng veà coá thoân.
Nuùi röøng traûi roäng meânh moâng,

Em yeâu nhöõng giaûi maây hoàng vaét
ngang.

Em yeâu cuoäc soáng roän raøng,
Cuûa ñaøn em nhoû ca vang yeâu ñôøi,

Traêm hoa khoe saéc xinh töôi,

Muoân loøng raïo röïc töôi cöôøi ñoùc
xuaân

Em yeâu thöông meï taûo taàn,

Vieät Nam ñeïp laém ngöôøi ôi!

Coøn vaên hoùa ñoù coøn ngöôøi Vieät Nam
Nhôù raèng Toå quoác Giang san,

Cha oâng gaây döïng boán ngaøn naêm
qua,

Duø cho ta soáng nôi xa,
Ngöôøi Trung, Nam, Baéc cuøng laø anh

em.

Môû trang söû Vieät maø xem,
Anh thö, haøo kieät ñaõ ñem thaân mình,

Toâ boài gìn giöõ oai linh,
Con Hoàng chaùu Laïc quang vinh

muoân ñôøi.

Vieät Nam haõy nhôù em ôi!
Ñöøng queân VAÊN HOÙA cuûa ngöôøi

VIEÄT NAM.

Telesa Dinh
Phuï huynh Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh
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Taïp ghi cuûa moät cöïu Phuï huynh

                                                                                                                   MÖØNG SINH NHAÄT 10 NAÊMMÖØNG SINH NHAÄT 10 NAÊMMÖØNG SINH NHAÄT 10 NAÊMMÖØNG SINH NHAÄT 10 NAÊMMÖØNG SINH NHAÄT 10 NAÊM
                          LIEÂN ÑOAØN CHÍ LINH                          LIEÂN ÑOAØN CHÍ LINH                          LIEÂN ÑOAØN CHÍ LINH                          LIEÂN ÑOAØN CHÍ LINH                          LIEÂN ÑOAØN CHÍ LINH

1.- Ñöa con ñi Höôùng Ñaïo1.- Ñöa con ñi Höôùng Ñaïo1.- Ñöa con ñi Höôùng Ñaïo1.- Ñöa con ñi Höôùng Ñaïo1.- Ñöa con ñi Höôùng Ñaïo

Ñeán Myõ naêm 1995, gia ñình chuùng toâi goàm 2

vôï choàng vaø chaùu gaùi 5 tuoåi; Chaùu lôùn coøn keït laïi

Vieät Nam. Chaùu 5 tuoåi, tuy laø gaùi nhöng chaùu nghòch

vaø quaäy coøn hôn caû con trai. Ngoaøi giôø hoïc ôû tröôøng

Myõ, cuoái tuaàn chuùng toâi ñöa chaùu ñi hoïc tieáng Vieät

taïi trung taâm vaên hoùa Hoàng Baøng. Toâi khoâng ngôø

chaùu hoïc vaø hieåu tieáng Vieät raát nhanh; luoân laø hoïc

sinh gioûi cuûa tröôøng.

Khoaûng ñaàu naêm 2002, trong moät laàn ñöa

chaùu ñi thi vieát chính taû tieáng Vieät do caùc trung taâm

Vieät Ngöõ Mieàn Nam California toå chöùc, trong luùc ngoài

chôø taïi baõi ñaäu xe, beân caïnh cuõng coù moät gia ñình

ñöa con ñi thi …. Hai beân vöøa chaøo hoûi nhau thì chò

vôï nhanh mieäng hoûi:

 -“ÔÛ ñaây röùa coù ñi sinh hoaït Höôùng Ñaïo khoâng ?”

 -“Toâi raát muoán nhöng khoâng bieát ôû ñaâu vaø theå leä

sinh hoïat ra sao”, toâi traû lôøi.
Anh chò cho bieát laø nhaø ôû Los Angeles nhöng

cuoái tuaàn ñeàu ñöa chaùu xuoáng Orange County
sinh hoaït Höôùng Ñaïo. Theá laø toâi ñöôïc anh chò heïn
vaø giôùi thieäu vôùi Tröôûng Lyù Nhaät Hui, Lieân Doaøn
Tröôûng, vaø chaùu tham gia sinh hoaït vôùi LÑ. Vaøo thôøi
ñieåm Lieân ñoaøn môùi thaønh laäp, soá traïi sinh ít laém; Kha
Thanh, Thieáu Nam, Thieáu Nöõ moãi ñoaøn voûn veïn 5, 7
em, Ngaønh AÁu cuõng khoâng quaù con soá 15.

Hai vôï choàng toâi vieát ôû treân, ñoù laø anh Nguyeân
vaø chò Cuùc, vaãn gaén boù vôùi LÑ cho ñeán taän hoâm nay.
Thôøi gian qua mau, môùi ñoù maø ñaõ gaàn 10 naêm …..

2.- Ñi Traïi Thaúng Tieán 8 “chui” hay “chuøa”2.- Ñi Traïi Thaúng Tieán 8 “chui” hay “chuøa”2.- Ñi Traïi Thaúng Tieán 8 “chui” hay “chuøa”2.- Ñi Traïi Thaúng Tieán 8 “chui” hay “chuøa”2.- Ñi Traïi Thaúng Tieán 8 “chui” hay “chuøa”

Toâi raát meâ Höôùng Ñaïo töø hoài môùi leân trung

hoïc; hoài ñoù, cuoái tuaàn thöôøng thaáy caùc baïn trong

ñoàng phuïc höôùng ñaïo, löng ñeo ba loâ, caây gaäy caém

tröôùc ghi ñoâng xe töø thaønh phoá Hueá leân höôùng ñoài

Voïng Caûnh, ñoài Thieân An ñeå caém traïi maø toâi theøm

thuoàng, mô öôùc …  Ngaøy ñoù ñi Höôùng Ñaïo phaûi laø

con nhaø giaøu ôû thaønh phoá; chöù ngheøo vaø nhaø queâ

nhö toâi thì chæ coù naèm mô !

Ñaõ coù maùu meâ Höôùng Ñaïo thì thích ñi caém

traïi laø leõ ñöông nhieân. Khoå noãi ôû xöù Myõ naøy chuyeän

laøm sao coù tieàn ñeå traû caùc hoùa ñôn haøng thaùng môùi

khoù laøm sao !!! Hôn nöõa coâng vieäc toâi laøm baét buoäc

phaûi laøm ngaøy Thöù Baûy neân vieäc ñi caém traïi cuoái

tuaàn laø caû moät nan ñeà. Chuùng toâi chæ coù theå ñi

nhöõng traïi gaàn nhaø vaø coù theå vaøo ñaát traïi sau 8 giôø

toái ….

Sinh hoïat vôùi LÑ ñöôïc ít laâu thì ñöôïc thoâng

baùo coù traïi Thaúng Tieán 8 (traïi Hoïp Baïn Höôùng Ñaïo

toaøn theá giôùi) seõ toå chöùc taïi Nam California. Caû Lieân

Ñoaøn raùo rieát chuaån bò naøo laø gaây quyõ, taäp vaên

ngheä, saém söûa duïng cuï cho moät kyø traïi daøi ngaøy. Ai

cuõng haùo höùc, noân noùng sao cho sôùm ñeán ngaøy hoïp

traïi. Maáy anh trong Ban Phuï Huynh, nguyeân laø nhöõng

höôùng ñaïo sinh tröôùc naêm 1975 taâm söï: Trong ñôøi

Höôùng Ñaïo ñöôïc tham döï Traïi hoïp baïn HÑ theá giôùi

moät laàn cuõng maõn nguyeän laém roài …. Nghe vaäy caùnh

baïn giaø nhö chuùng toâi caøng noân nao hôn.

Thoâng caûm vôùi caùc phuï huynh muoán döï traïi

maø khoâng hoäi ñuû ñieàu kieän, LÑ ñaõ ngaàm OK ñeå

chuùng toâi ñeán ñaát traïi vôùi lyù do: “tieáp teá thöïc phaåm

töôi hay nöôùc uoáng”!!! Theá laø haøng ngaøy sau giôø laøm

vieäc veà ñeán nhaø toâi phaûi voäi vaõ côm nöôùc ñeå ra xe

ñi Traïi ngay. Töø nhaø ôû Garden Grove ñeán Riverside

döï traïi, roài trôû laïi Garden Grove coù khi 2, 3 giôø

saùng môùi veà tôùi nhaø ñeå trôøi saùng phaûi ñi laøm  ….

Khoâng ghi danh, khoâng ñoùng traïi phí nhöng chuùng
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toâi vaãn coù maët taïi Traïi TT8 töø khôûi ñaàu cho ñeán ngaøy

cuoái. Theá coù phaûi ñi Traïi “chui” hay “chuøa” khoâng

Quyù vò !!!

3,- Gaây Quyõ cho Lieân Ñoaøn3,- Gaây Quyõ cho Lieân Ñoaøn3,- Gaây Quyõ cho Lieân Ñoaøn3,- Gaây Quyõ cho Lieân Ñoaøn3,- Gaây Quyõ cho Lieân Ñoaøn

Nguyeät lieãm cho moät ñoaøn sinh laø $5.00

USD. Vì leä phi naøy ñoùng haøng thaùng neân soá thu raát

thaát thöôøng (keû nhôù ngöôøi queân). Coù thaùng nghe

chò thuû quyõ baùo caùo tieàn quyõ khoâng ñeán $200.00.

Nhu caàu thì nhieàu maø quyõ chaúng coù bao nhieâu neân

anh em chuùng toâi coá gaéng tìm nguoàn yeåm trôï töø caùc

cô sôû thöông maïi, caùc maïnh thöôøng quaân. Toâi may

maén ñöôïc Elmore Toyota yeåm trôï $200.00 USD

moãi thaùng. Nhöng chæ 3 thaùng vì thay ñoåi Manager

khaùc … Chuùng toâi cuõng gaéng tìm nguoàn môùi. Laàn naøy

vaát vaû hôn: Baùn Garage Sale !!!  Chæ vaøi laàn kha khaù,

sau giaûm daàn vì nguoàn haøng coù giaù ngaøy caøng khan

hieám …. Khoâng chòu boû cuoäc, laàn naøy nhôø ñeán taøi

naáu nöôùng cuûa cuûa caùc chò trong ban aåm thöïc Lieân

ñoaøn ñöùng ra “Naáu phôû” baùn trong ngaøy hoïp phuï

huynh ñaàu thaùng. Tuy baän roän vaø vaát vaû cho caùc chò

nhöng khoâng khí thaät roän raøng, vui töôi. Keát quaû

khaû quan vaø coøn toàn taïi ñeán baây giôø …. Beân caïnh

ñoù xin ñöøng queân coâng khoù cuûa ñaïi ña soá anh chò

em khaùc. Tieâu bieåu coù anh Giaøu ñaõ xin oâng Chuû nôi

anh laøm vieäc uûng hoä haøng naêm; anh Nhaïc gom nhaët

ve chai voû bia baùn, goùp vaøo quyõ töøng 5 – 10 dollars

leû ….

Nhöõng naêm trôû laïi ñaây LÑ phaùt trieån maïnh,

soá ñoaøn sinh taêng, phuï huynh nhieàu maø ña soá laø

caùc anh chò treû, coäng theâm nhieät tình neân moïi vieäc

tieán trieån thuaän lôïi. Nghe noùi ngaân quyõ cuûa LÑ khaù

doài daøo thaät ñaùng möøng, vaø ñaùng hoan hoâ.

Möøng Sinh Nhaät LÑ 10 tuoåi maø khoâng noùi

ñeán coâng söùc cuûa Ban Huynh Tröôûng laø moät thieáu

soùt lôùn. Ñöùng vöõng töø ngaøy môùi thaønh laäp ñeå roài oån

ñònh. Phaùt trieån nhanh maïnh nhö ngaøy nay laø do

coâng lao gaây döïng, loøng ñam meâ vaø nhieät tình lo cho

caùc em cuûa toaøn ban Huynh Tröôûng LÑCL maø ngöôøi

ñöùng ñaàu laø Tröôûng Lyù Nhaät Hui, keá ñeán laø caùc

Tröôûng Nguyeãn Nhaät Töïu, Traàn Nghóa, Traàn Thieân Ñònh,

Alina cuøng caùc Tröôûng treû sau naøy. Xin cho moät

traøng phaùo tay thaät  lôùn vaø moät lôøi caùm ôn chaân

thaønh.

Cuoái cuøng xin chuùc Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh ngaøy

Kyû Nieäm 10 Naêm thaät vui töôi vaø thaønh coâng.

Taát caû cho töông lai con em chuùng ta.

Vaên ThieâmVaên ThieâmVaên ThieâmVaên ThieâmVaên Thieâm
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MÖÙT  VOÛ  CAM

Vò cam thôm ngaùt quyeän vôùi chaát the the,

ngoït ngoït vaø deûo deûo moät caùch dòu daøng cuûa töøng

sôïi, töøng sôïi.... Tin tui ñi. Quí vò seõ aên queân thoâi!!!

Nguyeân lieäu :

- 4 traùi cam loaïi voû daøy

- 2 cup nöôùc cam ñöôïc vaét ra töø 4 traùi cam.

Neáu vaét ñöôïc hôn 2 cup thì cöù uoáng phaàn

hôn ñoù ñi nheù. Ñöøng boû uoång!!

- 4 cup ñöôøng

- Chuùt muoái

Caùch laøm :

1-  Taùch voû cam theo chieàu doïc roài xaét

thaønh töøng mieáng daøi coù chieàu ngang khoaûng 0,5

cm.

2-  Luoäc voû cam ñaõ xaét vôùi nöôùc ngaäp maët.

Khi nöôùc soâi ñeå soâi theâm 10 phuùt nöõa. Vôùt voû cam

ra vaø laøm laïi 2 laàn nhö vaäy nöõa. Thay nöôùc môùi

cho moãi laàn luoäc . Sau ñoù ñeå voû cam thaät raùo nöôùc.

3-  Hoøa nöôùc cam vôùi ñöôøng vaø muoái trong

1 caùi chaûo. Ñeå löûa nhoû ñeán khi tan heát ñöôøng thì

cho voû cam vaøo seân. Nhôù ñaûo ñeàu ñeå möùt khoâng bò

kheùt döôùi ñaùy chaûo. Khi voû cam trôû neân trong trong

laø ñöôïc. Khoaûng 1 giôø.  Vôùt ra phôi treân rack ñeû

raùo nöôùc ñöôøng

4- Coù theå aên kieåu deûo deûo, öôùt öôùt nhö vaäy

hoaëc saáy nhöõng sôïi möùt trong loø nöôùng khoaûng

200 F ñeán khi caàm leân khoâng dính tay.

5- Pha 1 bình traø ngon (xin hoûi A. Huøng

Nhan caùch pha), xeáp möùt ra 1 caùi dóa ñeïp roài...

nhaâm nhi.

      “ AÊn traùi ( caû ruoät vaø voû ) nhôù keû troàng caây” .

Raát caùm ôn taùc giaû cuûa coâng thöùc laøm möùt naøy .

Tui xin loãi vì khoâng nhôù ñöôc teân.

        Quí vò cöù thöû ñi nheù! Baûo ñaûm seõ raát ngon.

Maø neáu khoâng ngon thì laø taïi bình traø dôû ñoù thoâi!!!

Baïn coù theå thay ñoåi y phuïc nhöng



Ñaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh                             51

Orange Peel Jam
The orange flavor mingled with the

fragrant and gentle sweetness of each strand of
the peel.... Believe me! You will not be able to
stop eating.
Ingredients:
• The peel of 4 oranges, the thicker the better
• 2 cup orange juice from those oranges (if
the oranges yield more than 2 cups of juice, feel
free to drink. Do not waste!)
• 4 cups of sugar
• A pinch of salt
 Preparation:
1. Cut the orange peel lengthwise into long
pieces about 0.5 cm horizontally.
2. Place the strips of orange peel in a pan
with enough water to cover the peels. Bring water
to a boil over low heat, then keep it boiling for
another 10 minutes. After the 10 minutes, pick out
the peels and repeat the process 2 more times for
a total of 3 times. Boil with new water for each
time. Then let the peels air dry.
3. Mix the orange juice with sugar and salt
in a saucepan. Heat until sugar is dissolved, put
the orange peels into the mixture. then reduce to
a simmer, and cook around 1 hour or  when the
orange peels become translucent or clear.  Fish
them out and dried on a rack to drain excess liquid.
Stir occasionally while cooking to make sure it
does not burn on the bottom.
4. You can eat these right now when they
are rather soft and sticky, or you can put them in
the oven around 200F until dry so your hand will
not get sticky.
5. Mix a delicious pot of tea (ask A. Hung
Nhan how to make it), serve jam on to a nice plate
and enjoy.
“Eating fruit (both intestinal and skin) to remember
those who planted the trees.” Many thanks to the
author of this jam recipe. I apologize for not
remember the name.
Just try  to make it! Guaranteed delicious. But if it
is not good,  it is the fault of the teapot!

Trong chöõ HÑ (Scout) coùrong chöõ HÑ (Scout) coùrong chöõ HÑ (Scout) coùrong chöõ HÑ (Scout) coùrong chöõ HÑ (Scout) coù
chöõ  chöõ  chöõ  chöõ  chöõ  “ngoaøi” (out).
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HAÙT CHO NHAU NGHE

“UÛa! Chò Phöôïng ñaâu roài?” Caâu

hoûi cuûa anh Hieán, tröôûng ban vaên ngheä,

ñaõ laøm caû ñaùm quay ñi tìm. Saép ñeán giôø

trình dieãn roài maø vaãn chöa thaáy maët chò

Phöôïng. Caû ñaùm hôi lo laéng. Luùc aáy anh

Hieán baûo: “Thoâi thì cöù ra maét ñaïi”. Vaø

roài töø xa, boùng daùng chò Phöôïng xuaát

hieän laøm cho anh chò em trong nhoùm vui

möøng heát côõ ...

Ñeå chuaån bò cho buoåi trình dieãn gaây quyõ

10 naêm do Lieân Ñoaøn Höôùng Ñaïo Chí

Linh toå chöùc, anh chò em trong nhoùm vaên

ngheä ñaõ boû nhieàu thôøi gian vaø coâng söùc

ñeå hoaøn taát chöông trình. Nhieàu khi möa

gioù taû tôi nhöng anh chò em chuùng toâi

vaãn khoâng chuøng böôùc. Thaáy thöông nhaát

laø chò Myõ, con trai cuûa chò coøn raát nhoû.

Moãi laàn ñi taäp vaên ngheä laø chaùu cöù bò

nguû vuøi. Coù hoâm chaùu bò caûm soát maø chò

Myõ vaãn daãn chaùu ñi vì khoâng ai troâng

nom. Muøa Ñoâng tieát trôøi laïnh, maáy anh

chò em cuõng caûm maïo luoân, gioïng khaøo

khaøo nhöng vaãn cöù haùt. Haùt cho ñôøi, haùt

cho ngöôøi, haùt cho nhau nghe.

“Töø khaép nhöõng phöông trôøi. Vaø muoân

loái ñi trong ñôøi. Gaëp nhau trong taâm hoàn

Vieät Nam saùng ngôøi ...”. Baøi haùt aáy vang

leân trong buoåi tieäc kyû nieäm 10 naêm cuøng

vôùi tieáng voã tay reo hoø cuûa caùc thính giaû...

Toâi ñaâu coù bieát anh vaø anh cuõng chaúng

coù bieát toâi, nhöng taïi sao ta laïi coù theå

cuøng haùt vôùi nhau baøi haùt aáy? Chæ moät

ñieàu raát ñôn giaûn laø vì chuùng ta laø nhöõng

lôùp phuø sa, chuùng ta laø ngoïn ñuoác buøng

to, chuùng ta laø töï do ...? .... Baïn hôõi ôi,

haønh trang ta mang trong ta moät khoái

oùc, moät taám loøng, moät giaác mô ...

Haønh trang cuûa chuùng ta laø moät khoái oùc

minh maãn, moät taám loøng vò tha vaø moät

giaác mô hoøa bình cho nhaân loaïi, coù phaûi

khoâng caùc baïn?

Ban Vaên Ngheä Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh traân

troïng kính chaøo thaân aùi.

HIEÁN, HÖNG-MYÕ, TRUNG-THAÛO, DANNY-

MIMI, PHÖÔÏNG, SINH, VIEÄT, CHI, QUYØ,

TRUNG
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AÁuAÁuAÁuAÁuAÁu
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Chaøo Côø Ñaàu Naêm
SOÙI CON

Albert Luu

I had fun at Chao Co Dau Nam.

The flag ceremony was long and boring,

but the food was delicious.  I played

with Hubert and Ryan and I beat Hubert

easily.  There were many scouts there

and games there.  I had fun played

Tug-o-War.  I beat them easily.  The

prizes were candies.  ☺

Ryan Nguyen

My experience at Chao Co Dau

Nam was very fun and exciting.  I

had a blast at the flag and the

games. The event was huge and I got

to see my friends from other lien

doan.  For lunch, we had delicious

burgers and we all enjoyed it.  The

games were extraordinary with the

different types of skills and

physical abilities. Our prizes were

candies which I enjoyed very much.

Making new friends mad everyone happy

during the Chao Co Dau Nam.

Domic Nguyen

I thought Chao Co Dau Nam was

fun.  I really like the food there.

I didn’t like the part where we sat

under the sun for a long time during

the flag ceremony.  I left early so

I didn’t get a chance to play the

many games that were there, but I’m
sure that they were fun.   Even though
I didn’t get to play the games, I

had lots of fun.  I’m looking forward

to more events in the future.

Justin Vien

I had fun at Chao Co Dau Nam!

WE went to the flag ceremony and
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there was a dragon dance.  It was

exciting.  My mom gave me a hamburger

and it was tasty.  We also played

many games and earn fun prizes.  There

was a pond at the Chao Co Dau Nam

and we threw some rocks into it.

Khoa

This is what I did at Chao Co

Dau Nam.  I got to play with my

friends and games like “oo”.  We had

a great time eating and running

around.  I learned to lead a line

while my leader was in the back.  WE

also watched the other Lien Doan do

their skits.  I found out that some

of my friends are in other Lien Doan.

That’s what happened at the Chao Co

Dau Nam.

Alan Vien

I went to the flag ceremony.

I played games.  I eat good food.

It was fun!

Jonathan Tran

My favorite things I did at

Chao Co Dau Nam were meeting new

friends and eating hamburgers.  I

also played with my friends by the

lake.  I didn’t get to play the

games because I have to leave early.

I was sad that I didn’t get to play.

Alexander Ho

Chao Co Dau Nam was not as fun

as I expected.  I was not as

interested in the games, but the

food was very tasty.

Ethan Vien

The game I liked best at Chao

Co Dau Nam was the bean bag toss.

It was fun.  I won a lot of candies.

I also played tug o war.  I also get

to eat hamburger.  It was very good.

I felt excited that I get to play so

many games.

Brandon Khong

When we went to Chao Co Dau

Nam, we first sit on the grass and

watch people do their skits.  Then

we got to eat some hamburgers.  They

were good.  Then I helped to set up

the games.  I played some games too.

At around 2 or so, my mom and I had

to leave.

Hubert Truong

I thought Chao Co Dau Nam was

not that fun.  I loved the burgers

that the phu huynh mad though.  I

played chess with Brandon and Albert.

When the games started, my favorite

game was the tug o war.

Kenny Tran

When I went to Chao Co Dau Nam,

it was not that fun at first.  The

hamburgers were good and I had fun.

We played lots of fun games.  I

played tug o war, soccer and other

stuffs.
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Chaøo Côø Ñaàu NaêmChaøo Côø Ñaàu NaêmChaøo Côø Ñaàu NaêmChaøo Côø Ñaàu NaêmChaøo Côø Ñaàu Naêm
CHIM NONChristina Do

At Chao Co Dau Nam, my favorite

game was the tug-o-war.  During the

walking around, my feet got sore

because I had to walk around a lot.

Also, the group sat around a lot

under the sun.  It was hot.  I saw

someone I knew from school in another

Lien Doan.  I cheered, but she didn’t

hear me.

Lilly Trieu

I had a lot of fun.  I made

lots of friends.  The fun part was

eating because it was so good.   It

was the best!

Vanessa

On Sunday, March 6, 2011, I

went to Chao Co Dau Nam.  At first

fun until the part where we had to

sit and stand in the sun.  It was

hot.  Finally, they placed something

like a tent house thing above us.

It was good to have some shade.  Then

it was performing time.  We saw lots

of people. Then they quizzed us.

After that, we had lunch.  When it

was my turn to get lunch, they had

burgers.  When I came back for second,

they ran out of buns, but luckily, I

had one burger already.  After that,

we had Jello and it was time for

“GAMES!”  It was all fun except for

the ladder tame.  It took me like 5

tries to get on.  It was hard.  I had

it.  I finally got on at the end,

but I still didn’t like it.

Vickie

I was with my friend at Chao Co

Dau Nam.  Melody is her name.  I am

lucky to have her as a friend.  She

was very very nice.

Hannah Dinh

We played tug o war at Chao Co

Dau Nam.  Our troop was against

another troop.  We won the tug o

war.  After that, I played the soccer

game where I had to kick the soccer

ball on the mat.  I won!

Taylor Dinh

This is my third year being a

girl scout.  Chao Co Dau Nam was

cold in the morning, but when it was

noon time, it was extremely hot.  We

were in the sun for 3 hours, but we

had water to keep us from passing

out.  Afte our ceremony, we had lunch.

It was delicious hamburgers.  It was

so juicy.  After lunch we had games

to play.  There were tug o war, soccer,

bean bags toss and a lot more.  Our

prizes were lots and lots of candies.

It was a BLAST!

Charlenna

It started with”whist” as the

wind blew.  I tucked in my scout
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uniform and walked to our spot.  My

sister, brother and I were the first

one; well actually, I was the first

Chim Non.  We had to sit in the sun

for 3 hours. Then, we got to eat

lunch.  After that, we got to play

games.  The only bad part about Chao

Co Dau Nam was sitting under the

sun.  Everything else was great.

Kayla Tran

At CCDN, I played games.  There

was food, games and I got to play.

The part that I hated the most was

when I had to sit in the sun for 3

hours.   Other things at the CCDN

were fun.  My favorite part was when

we ate burgers.  They were delicious.

Nancy

CCDN was very fun.  First we

watched some skits.  It was very

entertaining.  The weather was very

hot.  Then we ate burgers.   After

that we played games: tug-a-war,

ooo, soccer, and darts.  Later we

went back to our area and ate

popcorn.  During our trip, we got to

see our old friend from Lien Ket

2010.  At the end, my legs were very

sore, but I had fun!

Kayla Diep

I had so much fun, but it was

boring when we had to sit in the

BLAZING sun.   I really like the

games, but the one that I didn’t

like was the stacking apples game

because it was very hard.  The best

thing about this was when I get to

see my friends from camp again.  I

really like CCDN.  WI will go again

next time. ☺

Ashley Tran

Last week, I went to Chao Co

Dau Nam.  I watched other people

perform.  I had a lot of fun.  I ate

a lot of food too.  The food tasted

good.  I ate burgers, jello and drank

juice.  I also watched people dance

and perform many things.  I liked

it.  I didn’t play any games because

I have to leave early, but I had

lots of fun.  I learned many things

from the questions people asked.
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KayakingKayakingKayakingKayakingKayaking
CHIM NONCharlenna

Kayaking was very fun! We kayaked for
about 15 to 30 minutes. I kayaked with Kayla Diep
and a parent. The parent was very cool. He sang
while he kayaked. When we came back to the park,
we played with the water.  We were playing until
Kayla lost her glasses! But luckily she found them.
We ate lunch and we had free play again. We were
playing until ever one told us we were allowed to
go home we all had fun and everyone loved it.

 Vickie Bach

When we went camping on Saturday, it was
cool and great. The foods were delicious and the
drinks were cold and the skit was so great. I was
so happy when we went to the water park, and the
water park was so great. The giant bucket above
the tower was holding a lot of water. And we went
painting the fences under the sun. And I was so
happy that I got my “khan”. And the little baby
tornado that I saw was amazing.  Amazing is
because I have never seen one before in front of
my eyes. And the paint got dried so quickly. And I
was so grateful that I have a wonderful Girl Scout
team leader, Mai An. Also, I have many wonderful
friends in my girl scout.

Angela Pham
On July 17, 2011, my dad, my brother, my

friend, my friend’s parents and I went to Sea Bridge

Park. When I got there I walked around the shore
a few times and jumped in the salty water. It was
fun because after a while my brother and my friend
started splashing me and my friend, Charisma.
They went out farther so we went out to but we
realize that it was freaking cold so we ran back
near the shore.
          It was time to eat lunch. I ate a hamburger
and some other food. It was delicious and my dad
gave me something to drink. The drink was good,
but it looks like a small sphere and a black dot
inside which was kind of weird looking.

After that, I swam a little bit than I stopped
swimming so I took a small shower and changed.
Then, I watched my dad played volleyball with my
brother and Charisma. It was fun. Later only my
brother and some other scouts went in the water
again. Soon he came out and took a small shower
and changed. I went home and my uncle took me
swimming with my cousins.

Nancy Pham

On July 17, I went kayaking with my Lien
Don Chi Linh! I thought we could go right away
but it turned out we had to wait until the others
came back with the boats because there weren’t
enough for ALL of us!  So, I waited with Tr. Mai
Anh and Taylor with some other people too. I
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SOÙI CON
Ethan Vien 

 When I got to a beach, I dug in the sand. I
dug holes near the water so the water could go
inside it. I dug deep holes in the sand too. I like
digging holes in the sand! When it was lunch time,
I ate a hamburger, an eggroll, rice and meat. The
hamburger had lots of vegetables. My mom gave
me a quarter of an eggroll. I like eggrolls. The food
was great.  We went kayaking at a beach. When I
went kayaking with my dad and my brother, we
have to switch directions because my brother and

me don’t know how to row a kayak. There were
some curves there, too. When we reached a bridge,
we made a u-turned. There were boats there too. I
like kayaking.

Kenny Tran

  When I went on the kayak I got scared to
ride it. My mom helped me ride the kayak by saying
right, left, right,left. While I was riding the kayak
I saw tiny little fish swimming. My experience from
kayaking was that I learned how to kayak. When
I got off the kayak I knew if I go on a kayak again
then i will know how to ride a kayak.

Steven Pham

On July 17, 2011, my sister, my dad and I
went to Sea Bridge Park. When we got there it
was 10 o’clock then we got there we went in the
water. The water was so cold. After that I ate lunch.
I ate a hamburger and some other stuff. Then I
watch my dad play volleyball. They hit it so high
in the sky. After that we went in the water again.
The water was still cold. After that we went to
take a shower.
Khoa Tran

When we went kayaking I had a lot of fun
doing it.  The water was very cool and very salty.
I for the first time actually kayaked. That
experience was incredible. It felt like learning to
ride a bike for the first time. I tripled up with my
friend Brian and his dad. I learned to cooperate
with other people from what we had to do, we
had to paddle at the same time on the same side
and not get frustrated with each other. If we ever
go kayaking again I would now be able to go on
my own from the knowledge I have earned.

became impatient but when they finally came, it
was worth the wait. I went in second seat in the
kayak. I paddled and paddled!  It was really fun
because Taylor, Tr. Mai Anh, and I were getting
each other wet.(;  Hehe.  Well, half way in, Alvin
and some other older kids from the Thanh Doan
were racing with us and getting us wet! It was really
fun and I got really wet! Some Truong even asked
me if i got tipped. So, when we finally got back,
we ate and then played in the water for a little.
After, we went to take to kayak back. Finally, we
drove back, played in the water some more, then
went home! I really liked this Kayaking Trip!
Charisma

I went to kayaking. It was really fun.  I
liked kayaking.  We ate a hamburger.  It was good.
I got wet.  Kayaking was fun.  I went kayaking
with my dad.  I played a lot.  I got dry.  My sister
was waiting for my other sister and brother. It was
so fun going kayaking.  Then we went home. I
had a great day!
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Camp  JurupaCamp  JurupaCamp  JurupaCamp  JurupaCamp  Jurupa

                        SOÙI CON

Ethan Vien

 We went to a grassy field camping on July
22, 2011. We came there at night and we unpack
our things. We put the things in order in our tent.
Then we ate our dinner. After that, we went to sleep.
The next day, we painted a fence. We painted it
white. It took more than an hour. I like painting
the fence.  At night, there was a slide show about
“Lien Doan Chi Linh” activities. I enjoyed and I
learn a lot. I love camping.

Justin Vien

 We went to another place for camping on
July 22, 2011. My family and I slept after some
adults helped us to set up our tent. The next day,
after breakfast we painted a fence. It was fun
painting the fence. Then I went to my tent to read
a book. In the evening we watched a slideshow
about Lien Doan Chi Linh and some skits. The next
day we went to an open field. We had a flag
ceremony. Then we got dismissed and went back
to our tent. After that my parents packed up all of
the things and we went home. I love camping,
especially with Boys Scouts.

Steven Pham

On July 23,2011, my family went
to Jurupa Park. When we got there

me and the scout went to paint the fence. When
we paint the fence it was so hot. It was hard
painting the fence. After we paint the fence we ate
lunch. We ate pho for lunch. After we ate lunch we
went to the water park. The water was so cold.
After that we ate dinner.  At night we did the skit.
After that we brush our teeth and went to sleep.

CHIM NON
Charlenna

Camp was really fun. When I got there, all
of the scout members were all in groups getting
ready to go paint the fence. We were painting fences
for at least 2 or 3 hours. Then, we ate lunch. After
lunch the younger kids got to play, while the older
ones had to paint the 2nd coat for the fence. We
were playing until we decided to go to the water
park! We got ready then we had to wait for Tr.Mai
Anh to come back from her house. When she came
back, we had to practice for the skit again then
we could go to the water park.  When we came to
the water park we just went to the water right
away. We played for 30 minutes then we had to go
back to the camp site to shower. We all showered
and got ready to eat dinner. After dinner, we did
the campfire. We did our skit then the older kids
did theirs. Then the campfire was over. We all
headed to our area and brushed our teeth. Then
we all went to sleep. In the morning, we sang happy
birthday to 2 kids. Then we let Vickie do her laws
and she earned her khang .After that, we ate
breakfast and we had to get ready to take down
the flag. Last but not least we could go home!
Everyone had great time and so did I!

Vickie Bach

When we went camping on Saturday, it was
cool and great. The foods were delicious and the
drinks were cold and the skit was so great. I was
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so happy when we went to the water park, and
the water park was so great. The giant bucket
above the tower was holding a lot of water. And
we went painting the fences under the sun. And I
was so happy that I got my “khan”. And the little
baby tornado that I saw was amazing. Amazing is
because I have never seen one before in front of
my eyes. And the paint got dried so quickly. And I
was so grateful that I have a wonderful Girl Scout
team leader, Mai An. Also, I have many wonderful
friends in my girl scout.

Hailey Tran
Camp was very fun.  The weather there

was okay.  When I arrived with my family, we had
to build the tent.  I helped a little, though.  I put
the stuff into the tent, too.  One thing I did at camp
was paint the fence.  I had to paint the fence white
with my group.  It was hard work.  I was so dirty
with white paint when I finished.  My mom got
mad at me, but painting was fun.  Most of the
time, I ate pho.  My group and Truong Mai Anh
also celebrated Lilly’s and Hannah’s birthday.  It
was fun, but we had to sing the “Happy Birthday”
song three times.  We also got to eat a small piece
of a big chocolate chip cookie the parents made.
After all, I had so much fun!  I will camp here again
with my scout group.

Angela Pham
On July 22-24, 2011, I went camping with

my family and my LD at Jurupa Park. This camp

was kind of different because it was also a practice
camp for our Tenth Year Anniversary Camp which
is in September. When I came there I saw the other
Au setting off with Class B shirts, but I was
wearing uniform and I couldn’t change because
my dad dropped me off already.
          I walked out to a shady area and the scouts
separated into 4 groups. I and my group was Group
4. I played Bang, but instead of saying “Bang”,
we said each other name. Next, we painted the
fence for like 2 hours. It was really hot. I only got
a small spot of paint on my uniform, but my
brother got a lot of big spot on his uniform. I went
back and ate. After that we just talked and practice
the skit a few times until dinner time and ate dinner.
          That night, we had a campfire and a
slideshow of all of our scouts’ pictures. The Au,
Thieu, and Thanh did their skits. The next
morning, we did a 2 ceremony and went home.
Nancy Pham

On July 22-24,I went camping with my
scout troop, Chi Linh, at Jurupa. It was a very
different type of camp. We usually play games and
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do other things like that. This time we helped the
camp site by painting all the fences white! It was
very fun! We spent about 2-4 hours painting the
fences. Then the Au went back to the campsite and
ate and relaxed a little.

We wanted to go to the water park but we
had to wait until Tr. Mai Anh came back. She was
gone for quite a long time. We waited and finally
she came back. We told her we were planning to
go the water park. She said we could go only after
paying and practicing our skit. We had to practice
this skit a lot this camp because this skit was going
to be the skit we performed at out 10 year camp.
So we practice a couple times then went to the
water park!

It was very fun and wet. We really liked
the big dumping bucket! We probably went under
more than ten times! Well, when we got back my
friends and I went to shower. It was more
complicated than we thought but it was worth it!
Later we ate dinner and practiced a little more.
The campfire soon came. We performed the skit
with the whole troop so we could see if we needed
to change anything. I wanted this skit to be perfect!
When the campfire was over, we went back to our
campsite and went to sleep.

The next day, we ate breakfast and then
had a handkerchief ceremony. It was for a girl
named Vicki! I was very proud of her. Then we had
a flag ceremony with the whole troop. Finally, we
cleaned our things, relaxed a little more, and went
home! Even if it was a little different than our other
camps, this turned out to be one of my favorite
camps!

Ashley Tran
Camp was very fun.  I experienced many

new things.  I was the first one there with my parents
and siblings.  We arrived at 2:00, and no one was
there.  First, we thought that we were at the wrong
place, but my dad called someone and found out
that we were very early.  We set up the tent, and
waited.  We had a hard time building the tent, but
we did it.  At about 6:00, we saw some other scouts.
My dad helped lots of parents make their tents.
After all, lots of people came.  At the end of the
day, we played with Kayla’s little sister and ate
the Japanese Style Udon Noodle Soup that we
brought from home.  We did see any of the leaders,
not even Truong Mai Anh!  The next morning, we
ate bread and eggs with soy sauce.  After we
finished eating, we sat in the tent and talked for a
while.  When we walked out of the tent, we saw
Truong Mai Anh parking her car.  My dad told my
sister, brother and I to help Truong Mai Anh to set
up her tent.  Then, Truong Mai Anh called us to
line up.  Our group walked in a line to the fence.
The leaders explained what we had to do and put
up in groups. Out group had to paint the fence all
white.  I painted with a paint brush, but some other
scouts painted with a roller.  To start, we only got
two paintbrushes and two rollers.  I had lots of
fun, but I got paint on my clothes.  My mom wasn’t
very happy about it.  We stopped painting and
walked back to the tent.  It was burning hot in
there!  We all got what we wanted to eat and sat
under a tree.  Co Lien came and my parents talked
to her.  For lunch, we ate pho and sat in the shade.
Co Lien let us borrow her bubbles to play with
while we were waiting for Truong Mai Anh.  When
she came, we asked her if we could go to the water
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When I first joined Scouting, I

was very reluctant to go but my parents forced

me to go. At first, I thought of Scouting as boring

and “nerdy.” I thought that they would teach us

what I saw on T.V., such as how to tie knots, learn

Morse code, how to administer first aid, and other

survival skills. I didn’t think that I needed to know

those in my life so I came with a big frown on my

face. So in about November of 2008, my parents

sent me to Park West Park in Westminster to join

a troop called Chi Linh.  It was Vietnamese too,

so I also thought they would speak lots of

Vietnamese with me. I was only 11 years old so

they sent me to Cub Scouts. That group was for

ages 7-11. They told me that there was a “bridging

ceremony” to go up to Boy Scouts at the age of

11 in September and December. They also told

me that I was still new so they kept me another

year. In Cub Scouts, I was mostly relying on the

other people like the parents to cook. I did make

some new friends over time and I started to like

going to Scouts every Sunday. In September 2009,

I was going to bridge up to Thieu (Boy Scouts). I

wasn’t going to be treated all luxurious and be

considered one of “the little ones who can’t do

much.” 

Now in Boy Scouts, I was put into

a patrol. There were five patrols: Ca Sau which

is Alligator, Ho which is Tiger, Bao which is

Panther, Dai Bang which is Eagle, and Gau which

is Bear. I was put into the Alligator patrol and

my leader was a guy named David Le. I was

supposed to listen to him and he was to help and

teach me through this part of my Scouting

adventure. The other guys in my patrol looked

older than me by a lot but they were only older by

one or two years. Their names were Nick, Jason,

Luan, and Henry. The Scoutmasters that were in

charge of us looked young and they looked like

they could have fun and still teach us stuff. There

was a senior patrol leader too and he was in

charge of all of us and he was to give us the news

and stuff.On the following Sunday, I came to the

park and there was my first meeting as a Boy Scout.

It was way different than what I had been doing

the past few months. There were punishments and

lots of physical workouts. But after a few weeks I

got used to it and had some good times with my

patrol members. We would always do fun stuff or

weird things and we would crack up. Everyone

was mostly lazy and laid-back except for David.

He was strict and always wanted everything to be

perfect. At my first camp as a Thieu, I had to sleep

in the same tent as my other patrol members and

we had to cook our own food and take care of

each other. I had to study 10 laws and an oath to

recite and get my “green patch” and make the

commitment to Scouting. The hardest part was

they were in Vietnamese. I got it done and my

parents were very proud of me. There was also a

guy named Paul who joined Boy Scouts and was

put in our patrol. He was a short guy and I couldn’t

believe he was 12. I got to know him a little better

and found out that he goes to school with me and

he’s a really cool guy. I knew that he would be

one of my best friends.

In December 2009, David and

Henry, the patrol leader and assistant patrol

leader, bridged up to Venturers and that left me

and some other new guys in the patrol. I started

to get a little nervous because I knew that I might

become patrol leader. I was picked as patrol

leader and I needed to start learning more and

taking on the responsibilities of becoming a true

patrol leader. Paul was my assistant patrol leader

now, too.  As a patrol leader, it was an even

My Scouting My Scouting My Scouting My Scouting My Scouting Experience



Ñaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh                             69

greater advancement because there were more

things to do such as do the cooking now and taking

charge for my patrol’s mistakes. Soon, there were

a total of four guys, including myself, in Ca Sau.

They were Paul, Jeremy, Nick and I.  Nick was

14 by that time but he didn’t want to be leader.

It’s kind of ironic how when David was leader,

he was strict and didn’t joke as much but now I

see how it’s like. In September 2010, a guy named

Derek bridged from Cub Scouts and was put in

my patrol. Now another funny thing in this was

that I was once under his command and now he is

under mine. As we started progressing through

the years, we got even more guys in our patrol.

Two guys named Calvin and Bao joined, and I

was learning more ways to manage and

communicate to my patrol members. We became

very close and could be considered brothers. Well,

at least some of us.  We have good laughs now

too and we do stuff differently than the other

patrols but that just shows that we are unique

and fun to be with. We win most games and do

great for an average patrol. One of our mottos in

this patrol is “Finish, just don’t finish last!” Now

I just hope that it can stay like this for until we

grow up to be adults. 

Andy Bui

Scout LifeScout LifeScout LifeScout LifeScout Life
My Scout life is filled with many

adventures and memories. It was my cousin Albert

Ta, of Troop 286 from Seattle, who got me

interested in Scouting. From then on, as I

progressed to a more mature teenager, I joined

Troop 901 in November of 2009. As a new Scout

in a Vietnamese Boy Scout Troop, I was more

interested in my Vietnamese culture than before.

I really liked my Scoutmasters and though I was

shy at first, I befriended my fellow Scouts. My

first camp was in October 2009, and it was a cold

one, but I was very excited. At this time I was in

the Tiger patrol as a Tenderfoot Scout and I

looked up to my patrol leader Kevin Tran.  When

I became a Tenderfoot Scout, I was proud of myself

because I knew from this point on, my Scouting

adventure had only just begun. My first Merit

Badge Day, I was very nervous but I earned my

merit badges, and there are many other friendly

Scouts from all over Southern California. More

and more camps gave me more experience in skills

such as cooking, Morse code, color guarding, and

applying knots. Eventually I became an assistant

patrol leader of the Eagle patrol and I was very

glad to hear the news. I had promised to do the

best I could and achieve maximum performance

as long as I held my position. What I like about

being a Scout is following the Scout laws and oath

and applying skills that I have been taught. I am

proud to carry and hoist the Flag of the United

States on my Scouting adventure so far. I hope to

achieve my Eagle and hope my Eagle project will

benefit many people or critters.   One day I dream

of becoming a great leader and maybe, one day,

becoming a Scoutmaster. And I leave you my

fellow Scouts to realize that once you find your

place in your troop, your fellow Scouts are your

brothers and will always look out for each other’s

backs.

Kevin Ta
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I’ve been in Scouting for about four years

now, and Scouting has changed my life. I have

made many friends, learned many things, and have

become a better person. To me, to be a Scout means

many things. It means I am a good person who

learns how to make our community a better place

to live in for everyone else. A Scout doesn’t litter,

cuss, tease, etc. Scouting is also very fun. I’ve been

to many places and learned lots of things since I

have been a Scout. I learned how to tie knots and

lashings, and how to be a leader. I’ve been to lots

of interesting places: the beach, forests, lakes, and

more. I’ve been to sleepovers, dance rehearsals,

Christmas parties, and patrol and assistant patrol

leader trainings.  

    One of the most memorable camps was a

Thieu Doan camp we call “The Bee Camp.” 

While cooking, playing games, and relaxing, there

was a bunch of bees EVERYWHERE. The hardest

part was cooking. While we cooked, there would

be a bunch of hungry bees eating our food. They

would chase us around when we had food in our

hands, like they did to Vivian. (; Being around

them for two days, I got used to them. So now, I’m

not that scared of bees anymore. (:<

 Also there was Lien Ket camp; it was fun! :D I

got to meet new people. I had some ups and downs

at that camp, but overall it was really fun. A red

ant bit me at the bottom of my foot. ): That made

it difficult to walk for a day. And on the way there

my dad left me, my sister, and her friend Kayla in

the car all alone in the middle of nowhere. But

eventually he came back to get us. (; On the bright

side, the games were REALLY FUN! There were

water games too. (: And I loved watching the skits,

especially the Peter “Phan” one. It was so funny.

:D Then … there were the KEVINS. I love their Scout

Love song. <3 

Another fun event was Tr. Christine’s

sleepover! Her house is HUGE. I love it. (: We

played hide-and-seek, Truth or Dare, and Apples

to Apples. There was lots of food, like pizza,

cupcakes, cookies, soda, and McDonald’s

McMuffins. :D Linh, Ashley, and Pauline ate seven

slices of pizza each. Later at night, we also

watched the movie She’s The Man. It was my first

time watching it, and it was very funny. I loved

every moment of it. I really wanted to watch a

scary movie though. That would have been fun

too. 

Another memorable event was kayaking.

Last year for kayaking, I went with Katie in the

kayak. People got flipped over. :D Linh, Ashley,

Nick, Andy, Eric, and I think that’s it. It was really

fun because after kayaking, we got to eat whatever

the parents cooked us. (: Then we just hung out

and played in the water and sand.

The most recent event was Chao Co Dau

Nam. It was my first time going as a patrol leader.

It felt good to control people… just kidding. (; The

games were really fun. There was a water

game, obstacle course, catapillar game, and

more. I saw my other friends from school too.

During the raffle, I was hoping that my patrol

would win a gift card, and WE DID! $25 to Stater

Brothers! Now, we don’t have to waste our

parents’ money when we buy food for camp.

Those were just SOME of the memorable

moments. There were many, many more. ;) And

there’s more to come. Like the camp in April, can’t

wait! :D I hope I’ll stay in Scouts until I’m like 80

years old and become a Truong. I hope I’ll meet

more people and that I’ll become better at tying

knots and lashings.

 

By: Tina Pham AKA “Anit” 

My Scout Essay (:My Scout Essay (:My Scout Essay (:My Scout Essay (:My Scout Essay (:
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Scouting, to me, is a very important part

of my life. Not only is it important to me, but I’m

sure that it’s also important to every single Boy

Scout out there. We acquire so much information

from Scouting that we can put to use. Most of the

information is so simple that we can put it to use

multiple times everyday. Most of it is just centered

around being a good part of the community by

helping out when needed or when someone is

having a bad day and they need help. Then, there’s

the information that will be useful depending on

the situation. If a Boy Scout were to be lost in the

wilderness without any food or equipment, they

will need to use the environment around them to

survive. That’s when skills such as setting up

shelter, building a fire, and identifying safe

sources of food and water come into play. These

things may be important to a Boy Scout, but the

most important thing is building character, I

believe. We get so much experience from the

activities that we do. We get to interact with the

people of our second family. All of that,

ultimately, will transform an average kid to a

perfect, kind, and helpful human being over time.

That new person can then do wonders with their

lives after gaining such experiences. They can

even start new

organizations

or movements

to change and

better the

world. It’s obvious, from what you’ve read, that

a Boy Scout can make a difference in the world.

It all starts when they decide to join one of the

most amazing organizations in the world. It is

without a doubt that a Boy Scout is a vital part of

the world. They help out those in need everyday.

That’s why I am proud to be one of these Boy

Scouts, and that is why I, Kevin Tran, love

Scouting.

 Angela Bui

Scouting
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My name is Christopher Huynh and

my experience with Scouting is that we do fun

things every Sunday after flag ceremony. Scout

meetings are a very nice place to learn things

you need to learn, like how to protect yourself

when you are lost or you are injured. I like

Scouts because you get to learn new things

every Sunday about how to be prepared if you

have an emergency. Also we get to learn how

to tie ropes that can help you sometimes if

you need it. We also celebrate things that are

important to Scouts. Things that we need to

know are all in Scouting and our Scoutmaster

can help us out anytime we need it. Boy Scouts

also have merit badges that we can earn that

teach us a lot. Also we have requirements in

our handbook that we have to do and get a

Scoutmaster to sign off. And if we finish with

one rank, we get to move on.

Every Sunday when we get to the park

we have to set up the flagpole before 9:30am

because that’s when the flag ceremony starts.

Sometimes we have to do push-ups because

someone did something bad or we dropped the

flag. Sometimes the patrol leader gives the

patrol push-ups for a person who messes

around or did something bad. Mostly we have

to get to the park by 9:00am because we have

to get ready. Sometimes when we go camp,

we get our things ready by Thursday because

we go on Friday or Saturday. But when it is a

hike, we go on Sunday morning. Scouts can

be fun and enjoyable when you get used to it.

Scouts could be fun if you get very into it. If

we have a new Scout we have to introduce

ourselves to them and tell them how it works

around the park. I like Scouts because we get

to learn everything about how to protect

ourselves. Scouts are always a great place to

join in and learn good things and smart, useful

things. Scouts are enjoyable and fun when you

play games and do other fun, learning things.

Some people enjoy Scouts because they enjoy

doing good things that are helpful when

needed. People in Scouts learn good things

that help prepare you for an emergency. The

Scoutmasters teach us good things that we can

use for emergencies. But, sometimes you can

use different things that are helpful.

I like Scouts because of the things that

I learn every Sunday. Plus we get to play

something fun every Sunday. Scout meetings

are what you learn things that help you and

make your feelings better. The best about

Scouts is everything that we do every weekend,

like meetings, camps, and hikes. On my first

hiking trip, I was so surprised that it was very

fun walk. Camping for the first time was fun,

but I hate the bugs flying around us. Scout

merit badges are very hard, but when you

learn what’s in the class you will learn it and

do it for your safety. Sometimes we get to

make skits when it comes to camp.

Boy Scouts is the best group that I ever

joined. The first time I joined Scouts I was

scared but when I got used to it, I made friends

there. Scouting is very fun when you play

games. The best game that I ever played is

Capture the Flag. And other games are fun

too. When you go hiking, you walk a long way

there and back. Scouting is very fun when you

get used to it. Scouts can be difficult sometimes

but when you get used to it, you will like Scouts

forever and will never quit. Some people hate

My Experiences about Lien Doan Chi Linh



Ñaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí LinhÑaëc San Lieân Ñoaøn Chí Linh                             73

Scouting, but some people love it because they

like to do good things and learn good things.

That is what Scouting is for: to learn things

that are good for us and not bad things. Plus

save yourself from something. If you get

injured, you can administer first aid and you

don’t have to worry about anything because

you already know everything. Merit badges

are a very good thing to do because you can

learn anything you would want to. Boy Scouts

is the place that you should join.

My first day of Scouting I did not enjoy

much, but as you make more friends it starts to

be enjoyable and every minute of it is valuable.

I’ve learn that we should take pride in what we

do, be kind to others, and always be helpful and

most importantly, to be disciplined – this is what

Chi Linh has taught me.

MY ONE AND ONLY favorite camp was

my first camp. It was a new experience for me

because I had never been to camp before. Even

though things like cooking naturally happen at

home, camp made it seem different because we

were in the outdoors and surrounded my friends,

which made it more enjoyable. Another good

experience was the hiking. It was fun even though

one Scout got injured. It was so hot and bringing

a jacket was pointless but it’s never bad to be

prepared. A good event was kayaking. Even

though I didn’t know many people during the

kayaking trip, I was able to make new friends and

it was also a new experience. Another good time

was Chao Co Dau Nam. It was boring at first,

what with the talking in the beginning, but the

fun activities in the afternoon were very enjoyable

even though we didn’t win a prize.

One of my favorite activities in Scouting

is PT (physical training) – it has helped me keep

fit and take better care of myself, thanks to Tr.

Khoa. The meetings are okay – I have no

complains about them except they can be

repetitive, but we do have our reasons. Sometimes

the bad weather could be severe but not always,

and sometimes the games are fun. I especially like

it when we just sit back and chill and the truong

are not strict, kind of on the balance, which is a

good thing! Scouting had impacted me in more

ways than one, but all in a positive way. It has

taught me to explore what’s out there and enjoy

life.

GOOD TIMESGOOD TIMESGOOD TIMESGOOD TIMESGOOD TIMES
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Hi, my name is Christina and in the

month of September 2009, I became a Chi Linh

Girl Scout. As a new member, I was really excited

because everyone was so welcoming and very nice

to me. The only person I knew at that time was

Vivian Truong because I’ve known her since 1st

grade I believe. Anyways, back to the topic, I’ve

loved Scouting ever since. I’ve been able to go to

many fun and new things since joining. For

example, I’ve never been camping before and after

my first camp, I was eager to go to the future

camps. I remember how on my first camp, I was

there to prove that I knew my 10 Scout laws and

my 3 Scout oaths. At that time, I was there to earn

my Tuyen Hua patch.  I also remember a camp at

which we were attacked by killer bees (wasps,

really). I guess we didn’t clean up our food well

enough and so the bees decided to help up and

came there to eat it. My favorite camp overall was

Lien Ket because we were able to do this skit

which we won second place with!! We had

practiced so hard on it because we wanted it to

be the best. Now another event was the sleepover

at Chi Christine’s house and we had so much fun.

Pauline, Linh, and Ashley had this pizza eating

contest in which whoever ate the most pizza will

get $5 from the persons who lost. Unfortunately,

I think Pauline and Ashley tied with 7 pizzas each.

But no one owed anyone money. Another event

that I liked was the hike we did this year.

Unfortunately, Vivian rolled her ankle and I really

sad when I turned around to see her on the ground.

One of the big events that I went to for the two

years that I’ve been Scouting was Chao Co Dau

Nam and from the two times I went, I enjoyed both

because the games were actually fun and sporty.

I’m more of a sporty person so I like to play most

of the active games like volleyball and that

baseball game we played at the event.  This year

though at Chao Co Dau Nam we weren’t able to

mix up into different teams but we only stayed in

our patrols. Another event I like was the Mall

Lock-in. We were able to be locked up in the mall

and sleep in there. This one time when they called

out if Troop 997, we cheered really loud and we

found out we cheered for the wrong troop because

a moment later they called out Troop 3997 which

is us – not Troop 997. We were served food

throughout the night. Most of us stayed up all

night and messed around till we left the next day

around 7 o’clock in the morning. One of things

I’ve learned through the pass two years is tying

knots and administering first-aid. I also liked this

one day when Chi Christine brought in guest

speakers to talk to us about how common bullying

is nowadays. They were talking to us about how

some suicides are caused by depression and most

of that comes from people who are being bullied

like the five teens who were bullied because of

what their love belief is. After hearing that

wonderful speech, I think if everyone in the world

could just take a minute to think before they make

the wrong decision to bully, we could make a

difference by stopping bullying and support anti-

bullying. This year I was lucky enough to earn my

position as an assistant patrol leader and help

the younger Scouts that just joined and need help.

As a leader, I’m expected to help others and to

take the initiative to do the right thing. Right now

to tell you the truth, I’m still working on that but

everyone knows that not everyone is perfect and

that you can practice to try to become that person

My Experience as a Chi Linh Girl ScoutMy Experience as a Chi Linh Girl ScoutMy Experience as a Chi Linh Girl ScoutMy Experience as a Chi Linh Girl ScoutMy Experience as a Chi Linh Girl Scout
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yourself. For example, you can look upon a role

model to see how they take in your problems and

what they do to help others. So as you can see,

I’ve had an amazing year as a Chi Linh Girl Scout.

I’ve learned new things from all the Truong – Tr.

Hui, Anh Vinh, Anh Khoa, Anh Matt, Chi

Christine, Chi Kathy, Chi Alina and Chi Mai Anh.

I haven’t been in Scouting for very long,

but I have been in long enough to know that it

changed me. Scouting is more then just pitching

up tents or selling cookies. That’s what everyone

thinks but they don’t acutely know until they join,

like my self. I never have thought that I would

make so many close friends. To me Scouting is

the best thing I have ever done. It makes me feel

happy to know that I am in something that helps

the community. I learned so many helpful things

like knot-tying, first aid, cooking and Morse code.

Kids my age will think that’s so useless because

we live in the city. Through out the year Scouting

has many cool event that let us mingle with other

troops and make new friends. Instead of making

new friends it’s also really cool to reunite with

old ones. In Scouting we grow up together, so we

can say as we are one big gigantic family.

I have a lot of memories; I can never forget

my first camp though. It was the Halloween camp

and it was the coldest camp I ever been to. Since

it was my first ever camp I was not prepared. At

night the temperatures would reach to negative

30 and below (I think). However the temperatures

did not stop me from have the time of my life.

Being that it was Halloween camp, we had a

haunted house, but really it wasn’t that scary. Still

I thought it was great that the Truong could pull

that off. When it was time for us to show our skits,

my patrol didn’t even plan anything out and just

did improv the whole time. On the other hand,

the other patrols were super funny and fantastic.

I really love our leaders – they’re so cool.

It’s nice to have leaders who understand and

relate to us. The thing I like most about Scouts is

the whole idea of Scouts itself, like how we have

to learn our laws to be able to get our patch, and

how we learn how to survive if we ever get

deserted anywhere. If I ever quit Scouting, which

I will certainly not, I will never forget the great

memories that I have made with my family Chi

Linh.

Scouting
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What comes to mind when you hear

the word Scouting?  Russell from the movie Up?

Girl Scout cookies? Well, when I hear the word

Scouting, I think about a family. A family who

doesn’t judge, who doesn’t leave you alone when

you’re in a time of need, who loves you for who

you are. I’ve been in Chi Linh for over five years

now, and I’ve loved every single minute of it. I

show off to my friends that I get to go camping,

kayaking, and hiking with my Boy and Girl Scouts.

I strongly dislike how my friends would compare

Scouting to TNTT (Catholic Scouts) – I honestly

couldn’t care less which one is better. As long as

we have fun in the organization we are in, there

is no need for competition. I love how being in

Scouts has made me become more social. Since

my parents don’t really let me go out often, I use

Scouting as an excuse to hang out with my friends.

The memories I have made while being in

Lien Doan Chi Linh are irreplaceable. All the

laughs, drama, and craziness I have experienced

really make waking up early on Sunday mornings

worth it. Honestly, I didn’t like Scouting at first.

When I first got there, a group of random little

girls surrounded me and started making noises

with their hands. But soon after, I realized that

that’s how we welcome someone into the family.

After getting used to Scouting and making new

friends, I started anticipating the weekends where

I can spend time with my friends.  I have learned

many new games from Scouting such as Quidditch,

Seven, Bang and many more.

One of the most memorable camps I have

been to was TT9. I met so many new friends there,

got sunburned, and most importantly I got to hang

out with my friends for one full week without my

parents around. Whenever I hear the song I Got a

Feeling or Knock You Down, I would immediately

think of  TT9 since they would repeatedly play

those songs during camp. I also remember our

kayaking adventures, and how Ashley and I flipped

over our kayak twice, and how we would soak the

kayaks passing by. I also remember the Thieu camp

and how there were so many wasps. The most

memorable part of that camp was how Vivian was

cooking and a swarm of wasps would be right next

to her, so as a response, she ran crazily around

our cooking site, dropping chicken from left to

right. Her expression that day was priceless; I

wish I could relive it again.

When I grow up I hope to become a Truong,

so I could stay in Scouting as long as I can. Without

Scouting in my life, I would have nothing to look

forward to at the end of the weeks, and I would

never be able to see some of my closest friends.

Although other Scouters don’t appreciate our

loudness and cockiness, I believe that they are just

jealous of our high spirits. No matter what people

say about my troop, I will always and forever be

a member of the greatest troop ever, Lien Doan

Chi Linh.

Linh Phan

Troop 3997Troop 3997Troop 3997Troop 3997Troop 3997
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C-H-I L-I-N-H. These seven letters are

letters I repeat over and over again and never find

myself tired or ashamed of saying.

I’m a Girl Scout and every Sunday I get to

walk out the door with my uniform and leave the

park with a smile on my face. Most people ask

what I do (as a Girl Scout) during meetings. To

start off, our meetings begin with a flag ceremony.

Then, we get together to have lessons on things

such as: how to tie knots, what to do when you’re

hurt, or even how to play Steal the Bacon. Last,

we end it with our closing ceremony.

When we are not at meetings, every two

or three months we are at camp. At camp, we cook

for ourselves, pitch our own tents, play games,

and at the end of the day have a campfire. Most of

our memories and laughs are from camp.

My first day being in Chi Linh was when I

was in third grade. I am now in eighth grade.

Before Chi Linh I was in a different lien doan

named Chi Lang. Chi Lang didn’t work out for

me so I decided to go over to another lien doan

named Huong Viet. Huong Viet didn’t quite work

out either. So my last resort was Chi Linh and not

one day passes by do wish I were in Chi Lang or

Huong Viet.

My most memorable moment in Scouts

would be the girls’ sleepover. We girls did things

such as a pizza-eating contest to see who could

eat the most pizzas, karaoke, watch movies, play

guitar hero, board games, truth or dare, play on

the computer, make birthday cards, take

pictures…etc. It is my most memorable moment

because we all had fun and did whatever we

wanted but still had fun at the same time.

All of these activities would not be fun and

memorable without our truong: Dinh the scary

funny one, Alina the sarcastic funny one, Christine

the one that repeats every funny moment, Kathy

the the one that has funny facial expressions (also

funny), Matt the one with a funny laugh, Khoa

the one that is always on his phone, Vinh the one

that won’t stop teasing us …etc. These people have

taught me so much whether it was to bake a cake,

or to learn how to appreciate more things.

As Jason Mraz once said, “we’re just one

big family.”

Why I love Girl ScoutsWhy I love Girl ScoutsWhy I love Girl ScoutsWhy I love Girl ScoutsWhy I love Girl Scouts
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My Moments in ScoutsMy Moments in ScoutsMy Moments in ScoutsMy Moments in ScoutsMy Moments in Scouts

               Six years ago, I went out to Park West Park

on a Sunday morning. My parents took me out that

day to join Scouts, specifically Lien Doan Chi

Linh. I really do not remember much from when I

was nine years old, so, unfortunately, I have no

idea what my first day of Scouts was like.

Regardless, joining Scouts was one of the best

decisions of my life. My Scouting life has been

filled with many fine experiences and good

memories.

Scouting enables me to become a

better person. Through the ten laws that have

been drilled into my head, I learn to improve

my ways as a Scout is meant to. I go out of my

way to help others, put on a smile when the

going gets tough, and keep only clean

thoughts. Being in Scouts also taught me many

skills for emergencies and survival. For

instance, I know how to perform the Heimlich

maneuver when someone is choking and make

a shelter to protect me from the elements. I

could list more things that I have learned in

Scouts, but I realize that majority of the people

that will read this are also Scouts so I will

not bore them any further.

Camps are the best part of Scouts. It

is an opportunity for us to get away from

civilization and enjoy nature, like wasps. We

had a Thieu camp sometime in August to

prepare for Lien Ket. It seemed to be a fine

camp, until lunchtime on Saturday. Wasps

swarmed our cooking area because we did not

clean up the area well enough. Cooking lunch

was absolutely horrific. My patrol was having

chicken quesadillas with a side of salad for

lunch. It would have been an easy meal to make
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if it had not been for the wasps buzzing around

us. They literally dived into our pan of chicken.

So, it was my turn to look over the chicken to

let the other girls escape the swarm of wasps.

Almost immediately, I just freaked out and

took off running with the pan of chicken in

my hand, screaming. The wasps chased after

me. Soon enough, I came back because my

leaders told me to. Calmed, I pick up the lid I

dropped on the ground prior to my running. I

find a piece of clean chicken on top of the lid

so I tap the lid against the pan for it to fall

back in. All of this sand fell into the pan as

well. We made our quesadillas anyways and

fed our Truongs a portion of our meal.

Hopefully, they did not notice the sand, so

shhh…!

I also enjoy the hikes we have in

Scouts. Our most recent hike was sometime

in December. At this one point of the hike, we

were going downhill, and the girls were

constantly complaining about how tired they

were from so much walking. “WE’RE

ALMOST THERE, GUYS. ALMOST

THERE!” I was being my positive self, trying

to get the girls to stop their whining. The next

thing I knew, I stumbled, rolled my ankle and

fell. I suffered scratches on my hands and

knees, and a sprained ankle. Luckily, my

brother Vinh brought his ankle brace for “any

loser that might hurt him or herself.” I limped

throughout the remainder of the hike. Then,

the amazing parents of our lien doan that

tagged along on the hike made a cot with their

walking sticks and jackets. Sitting on the cot

was quite enjoyable. I even got a piggy back

ride from Tr. Alina! Ironically, some of the

girls thanked me for spraining my ankle

because we took a shortcut to make it easy on

me. Secretly I planned to sprain my ankle to

shorten the hike… just kidding, that is crazy.

Scouting has impacted my life deeply.

I have made good friends and become more

social. With my Scout family, I have so many

great memories to share and laugh at. These

experiences will most likely never fade from

my memory because my fellow Girl Scouts

will always bring them up and remind me of

them. I cannot wait for the adventures we will

have in the future when I am still in Thieu.

Then, I will be looking forward to having new

experiences when I bridge up to Kha/Thanh.

Well, kind of… not really.

Vivian Truong
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I was merely 7 years old when I joined

Scouting and back then, I was a Cub Scout. During

my Cub Scout years, I thought that Scouting was

pointless, because every Sunday, I would have to

wake up early and go to a meeting until 11:30am.

Basically, all we did was just play small games

and learn little by little each meeting. I guess it

was somewhat fun, but I thought that going to

Scouts every Sunday morning was a waste of my

time. I remember learning how to tie the basic

Boy Scout knots and learning and recognizing

Morse code when I knew nothing about it. Cub

Scouts was just all fun and games, you don’t really

learn that much from it, but it somewhat prepares

you for the next step in the Scouting system:

becoming a Boy Scout.

I still remember that day like it was

yesterday – I was terrified of bridging up and

becoming a Boy Scout. At the time, I was only 11

years old and I was partly anxious too, because

when I was in Cub Scout, I remember always

watching the Boy Scouts doing something exciting

each meeting and I would always think about and

wonder about the day that I would finally be able

to bridge up to become a Boy Scout. Being a Boy

Scout was a whole different experience from Cub

Scouts, because you actually learn important

things like survival skills, how to set up a tent,

how to cook, how to lash using rope, and many

other things. The advancement ranks in the Boy

Scout system goes from Scout, Tenderfoot, Second

Class, First Class, Star Scout, Life Scout, and

Eagle Scout, and afterwards you can earn Eagle

Palms. In order to advance in the ranking system,

you have to get requirements signed off for each

rank, and there are many requirements that you

have to complete for each rank. In order to get a

rank advancement, you have to earn it and

dedicate yourself through all the hardships that

you have to overcome. On my first camping trip

as a Boy Scout, it was very fun. I didn’t have to

sleep in the same tent as my parents anymore,

because I was a Boy Scout now, so I had to sleep

with my patrol that was like my mini-Scout family.

The schedule would usually be: arrive at the camp

site and set up tents on Friday night, then we would

sleep until Saturday morning and cook some

delicious breakfast for our own patrol. After that,

we would have our opening flag ceremony, then

we would have our big games, leading to lunch

time, and then finish with game activities. When

we finished with the activities, we would prepare

dinner and then have our campfire with patrols

doing skits. Then after the campfire, we would

have our Tenderfoot test and campfire, and then

finally we would sleep. Throughout the Saturday,

it was an exciting and memorable time.

Ever since I became a Boy Scout, it has

really affected my life and how I view myself in

my society. I have learned to try my best to live by

the Scout oaths and laws and I pledged to myself

that I would become a better person, mentally and

physically. Scouting teaches you a lot because it

helps you improve yourself and it creates a better

future and it guides you to become a more

improved person. There are many life skills that

you can learn in Scouts that will help you survive

on your own and it also helps you to become a

more independent person and not be so dependent

on others. You will be able to take care of yourself

and later on, be able to care for others. I think

that Scouting has changed my life greatly, because

I have evolved from a selfish little boy to a helpful

My Scouting Experience
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teenager in his community trying to make a

difference in the world.

Brian Phan

The past few months have brought an immense

impact on my life and taught me many lessons

about life and how to be honorable. It has brought

me great pleasure to be a part of an organization

which helps my community. Girl Scouts has not

only helped me learn life lessons, but this

organization has given the greatest gift of all. Chi

Linh has given me the strength to try to change

into a better person. The grandest contribution

that this organization has given me is the many

memories I have received the past few months.

Being a Scout has bestowed on me the comfort of

having a leader that can help me when I need it. I

have learned how to socialize and have business

skills from selling Girl Scout cookies. If I wasn’t

in Girl Scouts, I would have never known how to

be organized with money later in life as an adult.

Girl Scouts has helped me learn survival skills

and how to aid a person that is injured. I have

learned some of these skills the past few months

during camp. I have learned several types of knots

and when to use them, such as the slip knot, square

knot, clove hitch, and other knots too. The Golden

Rule of a Scout is to be resourceful with what

you have.

Being a Girl Scout means she is to show

leadership, be the best she can be, and help people

in need. The world needs more Girl Scouts in

order to help keep the earth from global warming

and to help the poor or people in need. A Girl

Scout is supposed to inspire people to help the

world and show what they are capable of rather

then just telling them. We must be honest and

follow the 10 laws as much as we can. Every week

we each stand in front of our leaders and say one

of the laws in order to remember the laws. Girl

What does itWhat does itWhat does itWhat does itWhat does it
mean to be a Girl Scout?mean to be a Girl Scout?mean to be a Girl Scout?mean to be a Girl Scout?mean to be a Girl Scout?
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Scouts are role models for people around the

world to change into a better person as the

organization    has changed us. A Girl Scout is

supposed to have commitment in what she is doing

and not delay work or give up. In order to get the

Gold or Silver Award, you must have commitment

in what you’re doing and stick to it and work on

it in your spare time. A Girl Scout doesn’t know

everything and should be able to recognize that.

Although we don’t know everything, we should

have determination, which helps us commit to

what we are doing and learn more. We help many

people as much as we can each day of our lives.

We do all we can to not only help people in need

but help people change into better people. We

work together to help create a better community

for the whole world. When girls just join this

organization, we don’t just become leaders. We

become leaders by what we learn and how we act.

We develop slowly into leaders in our journey.

Our leaders in our troop Chi Linh have taught me

a lot about being a leader and how I should act.

In order to succeed in what we are trying to

accomplish, we must know what our weaknesses

are as well as our strengths. As we go through

our journey, we gain self-confidence. We are all

sisters and brothers and must work to get people

to learn to help the community. We must learn to

not be selfish but to put others in need before

ourselves. This organization helps girls work for

what they want to earn. When we work by

ourselves, it may mean we may or may not get it

done, but we learn how to do things and not always

worry about perfectionism as some people do.

Thanks to Juliette Gordon Low – she was the lady

who first organized this great organization in

1912. This organization was started with only 18

girls and now it is to 3.2 million girls in the United

States.

Kathy Nguyen
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            WWWWWhhhhhat’s one thing that’s great to me?

Scouting, of course! Waking up on a Sunday
at 8:00 a.m. wasn’t my idea of a good start to a
day, but I still do it every Sunday to go
Scouting.
            Everyone’s willing to help me reach my
full potential. Each Scout is willing to help and
live up to the words they say during every flag
ceremony. I can remember the words and I even
try to live up to them outside of our meeting
place, Park West Park. For example, I tell people
as much knowledge as I know for their
problems. Even though I don’t smile a lot, I can
still say things like “you’re welcome,” so they
know I’m still paying attention. Of course, I
can still do a lot more. And that’s what I’ll strive
for. I can say something on my mind after I
think it all out. I don’t have to be shunned off
of the rest of the group because I act slowly. All
the other Scouts are serviceable beyond measures

and I hope to be the one helping instead of being
helped one day.
            Scouting is and will be impacting me
for my future. Celebrities like Venus Williams
have been in Scouting. I might grow up to be
someone like her. Even if I don’t become
something almost anyone can recognize, it
teaches me to be more responsible with my
actions and think ahead so that I can be
prepared. Being in Scouting can also help me
in my resumes.

Scouting
            Another reason why
Scouting is so important to
me is because it creates more
happy memories. I like to go
to most of the events, like
sleepovers since we can all
relate to each other somehow.

Camps like the jamborees are fun to participate
in and are lively most of the time. The first time
I went to a jamboree, it was exhausting. But I
learned to keep moving forward and survived
what I was scared of just a few months before.
What really scared me were the opening
performances. There were drums that were put
out and were continuously pounded on with the
same beat. Sometimes, the peacefulness of a
small camp would also contribute to my
happiness. For example, I know almost everyone
and don’t have to fear other people’s expectations.
Small events like our Halloween costume day
is just as fun as our bigger events. We were
allowed to dress in our Halloween costume for
the day, play games to obtain candy, get our
face painted, take pictures, and see other people’s
costumes. Christmas has skits, or small plays,
planned out to be performed in front of everyone
we know. I’ve sung with my friends and starred
as a little elf and a rotten child. After the great
Christmas feast prepared by our parents, we
opened our presents from our secret Santa. After
that, there may still be things to wrap up and it
varies a lot. Before all those skits, we give out
presents to little kids. It leaves a good feeling
in your heart. Not every day is as big as the
Lien Kiet camp or Christmas. Even so, we still
have fun. As we learn skills and practice for
our skits, we are allowed to joke around as long
as the job is done. Near the end of the meeting,
we play a game that can be as practical as freeze
tag or as crazy as battleship.
            New kids join Scouting and some leave
every year, but we’ll remember and won’t be
phased by it for long. Scouting is incredible
and I believe that everyone should try it at least
once. I have little to no regret of joining
Scouting.

Minhanh Chau
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I remember the first time I joined

Scouting as a Boy Scout: it was different from
a normal lifestyle of a human, but it seemed
like it could get better and better by the passing
days. I was in my dad’s car, just looking out of
the passenger window, seeing the different
people there. I was perturbed by the amount
of people that were there – it almost seemed
frightening. When I saw them gather in a circle,
one of the adults guided me on what to do and
where to go. After the introductions, the other
Scouts started to help me out, and it startled
me a bit, seeing people helping out one
another, even if they are a total stranger to
them. They were all kind, helping me on what
to do, showing me what to do – it gave me a
feeling of enjoyment. After all that, everyone
started to go home, and I felt that it was pretty
nice being in Scouting and that I wanted to stay
in Scouting longer. I want to stay in Scouting
for the skills and enjoyments that one can learn
and live for a better life. Being in Scouts up till
now has changed my perspective on some
humans, and the world itself.

By: Quan Nguyen
o O o

I joined Scouts in the summer of 2006, and

I was put in Chim Non. In the beginning, I really
disliked Scouting – it seemed boring and I felt left
out since I did not know anyone. Every week my
mom had to force me to go to Scouts and at each
chance I got, I tried to bail and skip out on Scouts.
Later on, the older girls went to Thieu, and new girls
joined in. Before I knew it, I became an assistant
patrol leader, then a leader myself. When I had that
much authority and responsibility, I knew I had to
come to Scouts consistently and I didn’t mind
waking on Sunday mornings to go to Scouts anymore
because at that time I had many nice friends and I
loved learning new skills and doing creative
activities. Being in Chim Non was really fun and

My Scouting MomentsMy Scouting MomentsMy Scouting MomentsMy Scouting MomentsMy Scouting Moments we had fun activities most of the time, but all good
things come to an end. So in the month of September
of 2009, I had to move up to Thieu and this time I
did not like it, because one moment, I was a leader
showing others what to do and the next thing I knew
I had to start all over and work my way up again.
After a while, I had to face the fact that I wasn’t the
only person that went through this – my patrol leader
started Thieu just like me. In the same month that I
bridged up, I received my Tuyen Hua, and it was
the start of  my days in Thieu. Now I am still
currently in Thieu and it is more work than Chim
Non, but it has made me more independent. I attend
all events I possibly can, and I am glad I joined
Scouts because everyone here is like a family.
Camping is my favorite Scout activity because it is
where we have a lot of time for learning skills, you
cook for yourselves, and best of all, you get to create
a strong bond with each other. Besides all of  the fun
activities and games, Scouts is also about friendship,
trust, loyalty, skills, and teamwork. The most
important thing to me is teamwork because together,
the work will easier and fun. I am proud to say I
am a Scout from Lien Doan Chi Linh.
Tracy Thu Nguyen
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This past year, out crew went on strike

hike with 11 people, including three leaders. At first
it was tiring and hot, and some of us brought
an insignificant amount of supplies. Under the hot
sun, we continued hiking and hiking.
We eventually reached the campsite which
happened to be above a stream. In order to refill
our water supply, we had to pump water from the
stream. We hung food in trees to be protected from
possible bears and mountain lions. We then ate
food around the campfire. We slept peacefully, tired
from the long hike in. The next day we ate breakfast
and hiked our way back out. In the middle of the
way back, we went swimming in the stream and
took showers in the waterfall. At the end of the
hike, we had to hike uphill for about one mile with
a 30 degree slope. The one mile hike uphill was
worth the fun we had prior. Afterwards we had In-
n-Out. This was my very first strike hike.

-Austin Kha    

In this past year, I have succeeded to undertake

in many challenges. One challenge that always
pops up into my mind was the strike hike. The
strike hike was planned by Tr. Dinh and he taught

me how to pack light and efficiently. He told me
that my bag had to be as light as possible because
we were hiking down and back up. This made me
realized that a little excess weight could mean so
much when we are carrying everything. When we
reached the campsite, we made a fire to keep
ourselves warm and to eat up. This was our
bounding time, where we told stories and ate
crackers and tuna. The next day, it was time to
hike back out. The only difficult part of the hike
was the ending. The final mile was all uphill and
was very tiring. Ultimately though, I encourage
everyone to go hiking to appreciate the outdoors.

Danny Dang

Strike HikeStrike HikeStrike HikeStrike HikeStrike Hike
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A Camp to
Remember        David LeDavid LeDavid LeDavid LeDavid Le

There’s something about each

individual camp that makes it memorable, whether
it’s the company or activities. This camp didn’t have
any activities due to the fact that the campsite
was cramped and the only space available
consisted of some empty parking lots. The view,
however, was amazing. Approximately 30 feet
away from the tents was a sharp cliff that ended
by the ocean. It was a beautiful sight; it was an
endless ocean. Waking up each morning was
spectacular. All you see were clouds in the horizon
with streaks of sunshine peeking through.
Eventually the clouds dissipated and there was a
beautiful sky over the sea. It was a moment that
took my breath away and a moment I’ll never
forget.
Within the subcamps, we created our own campfire
using the knowledge provided to us by Tr. Dinh.
Boy, were we proud, and we had it going in under
ten minutes. After we had a nice fire going, we
had a little feast. S’mores were the main course (it
wouldn’t make sense for it not to be) and on the
side we had some mini weenies. We probably had
eight or nine people on the first night; it wasn’t
much but it was nice. The second night wasn’t as
great as the first, but our feast was ten times better.
We had leftover bacon from dinner so we decided

to roast bacon
with squirts of
lime. That was
the best thing
I’ve ever eaten
at camp.
The activities
weren’t the best
due to the fact
that the only
thing on my
mind was the
sea, which for
the most part
was off-limits for
75% of the day.
It was finally on
the last day
when we were
able to go down
to the beach. I
took my time
down the steep
hill, not only because I wanted to take in each
moment slowly, but I was scared of heights as well.
Getting down to the shore, a small group of us
started skipping rocks across the waves. My
personal best was five skips which was beaten by
Austin’s six skips. Our time at the shore was up
and it was time for us to go home. As we parted
ways, the last thing on my mine was the never-
ending sea.
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It’s difficult to understand the concept of

Scouting. To me, it’s something inexplicable. I could
give you a textbook definition but you wouldn’t have
the connotations that make Scouting so special to
me. It’s much more than a “movement” or an
“organization”. People carry their own ideas of
what Scouting is. Girl Scouts are associated with
cookies. Boy Scouts are associated with helping old
ladies cross streets. Venturing is just an odd
amalgam of the two. I’m asked the occasional “so
what happens when it’s not Girl Scout cookie
season?” and sometimes I answer in a smart-alecky
way that “we spend that time slaving over the cookies
in a factory like little elves.” But most of the time, I
stutter a “we help people… and stuff…” because
really, how can you explain the whole concept of
Scouting in a few sentences? Scouting is a bit like

an inside joke. There’s the “you have to be there to
understand it” feeling.

But some people still don’t get it. They’re
still stuck on the idea that Scouting is inconceivably,
insufferably lame, with too much conformity and
too many rules. No, I’m not going to lie and just sit
here and wax poetic about how Scouting makes us
better people and builds better societies. Yes, it does
do that. But Scouting isn’t without faults. Speaking
as a teenager, Scouting doesn’t exactly fuel my need
for rebellion. In fact, more often than not, it stifles
it (which may or not be a good thing; take it as you
will). And sometimes, it doesn’t feel any different
from high school. There is a hierarchy. People group
up and form cliques. We are forced to learn things.
Perhaps that’s the reason many kids end up leaving.

Webster’s Definition of ScoutingWebster’s Definition of ScoutingWebster’s Definition of ScoutingWebster’s Definition of ScoutingWebster’s Definition of Scouting

They don’t want to have another day of school
tacked onto their week.

We are taught things, but does that
necessarily mean we learn all of the time? Of course
not. We learn what we choose to learn. Yes, as long
as you are part of the Scouting movement, people
will assume that you are a good person and have a
strong moral compass. But it is not true. While some
of us aim to please and actually get enjoyment from
helping others, it is not true for all of us. Skills and
laws may be drilled into our heads and yes, perhaps
we’ll start living by them unconsciously, but most
of the time what we are taught goes in one ear and
out the other. Even then, what we learn is
controversial. Other Scouts may live by a completely
different set of morals than us just because their
leader thinks differently. There may be a commonly
shared set of laws and promises, but they are open
to interpretation.

What we learn from Scouting is what we wish
to learn. Like in life, we only accept the lessons
that we believe are right. No matter how much
something is drilled into you, you only believe what
you choose to. You could come to a meeting and
choose to learn and participate, and similarly, you
could come to a meeting and choose to sit around
and waste a couple of hours before going home. It
is what you make of it.

To sum it up, Scouting is an idea. Maybe
it’s the idea of togetherness and bonding. Or the
idea of helping other people. Maybe it’s the idea
of helping old ladies cross streets or even selling
Girl Scout cookies. But in the end, I say that
Scouting is an idea that you formulate yourself.
So to all the people who constantly ask me what
Scouting is all about, I say to them, “Join Scouts
for a couple of days and maybe you’ll find out.”

Katherine Vo

Katherine Vo
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My first TBC

My greatest and most memorable time

in Kha/Thanh is Team Building Camp, also known
as TBC. When I was in Thieu, I had some friends
in Kha/Thanh and they told me that TBC was the
most dreadful camp EVER. I was scared as heck
to move up to Kha/Thanh and go to TBC.  It was
raining that day and I was the first person to be at
the park where we usually meet. I sat in the car,
thinking to myself, why am I here?! More people
came and put their stuff at the benches where it
was dry. I put my stuff there as well and waited
for the rest of the crew to come. As everyone came,
they put people into some of the truongs’ cars. Me,
Tiffany, and Melanie were with Christine and the
rest with the other truongs. As we were driving,
Christine was telling us how terrified she was
driving in the rain and so we got scared.
         We got to the campsite and it was still
raining. We got out of our cars and we had to take
all of the tents out and put them up while it was
still raining. Later, it started to get windy which
made it more difficult to put up the wet tents. The
tents were up and we went inside our tents. It was
a cold, wet night for all of us. Next morning: 6:30
A.M., we woke up so early and I was really tired
and wet. PT (physical training) was about to start
and I was tired as heck. Everyone started running
in a straight line and each of us started taking
turns running to the front. Then we had several
group workouts and activities which made our legs
ache. The physical was done and now for the
teamwork and knowledge.
        Teamwork became our top priority during
the games and if we lose a lot, that means no food
for some members. My team (Phi Khanh) consists
of David Le (leader), James, Minh (guy), David
Tran and me. We won the first activity which was
doing an obstacle course with your team. More
teamwork activities came along like lashing and
putting up the flag and more. As we were going to
the next activity, IT STARTED HAILING!  The
whole crew started running to their tents and we
were like “Oh my gosh, what’s going to happen?!”

Tiffany and I fell asleep
after that. It was 6:30
P.M. and Tiffany and I
were soaking wet and
shivering to death. I was
trying my best to stay
warm and make Tiffany
warm too. I didn’t want
her or I to have
hyperthermia. We both
decided to go to the
Truong’s tent and tell
them we were cold and

dying. After all of that, Truong Dinh and Vinh tried
to get all the people into their cars to stay warm,
but me, I slept into Christine’s/Alina’s bed.
Christine was trying to keep me warm, but I was
shivering a lot. I never was so cold in my life.
          It was the morning and everyone seemed to
be alright but Danny, who had caught
hyperthermia earlier during the camp. I woke up
and Christine wasn’t in bed. I went outside and
Truong Dinh and Vinh were making a fire so that
we could dry our sleeping bags. All of the people
in the crew got their sleeping bags and put them
on the benches where the sun could dry them off.
Some people were getting firewood and I went to
check on the people in Truong Alina’s van. After
that, everyone got food; the same peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches and oatmeal that we always
eat. Also we ate cup noodles, since there weren’t
enough for everyone; I shared with Austin and
other people.  Everyone ate and had some energy
left in their bodies; we all had to pack up.  I was
still cold so Patrick let me borrow his jacket
(thanks Patrick!). We all had to take out the water
in our tents and put them away. No offence, we
had cheap tents.  We were all set and all packed
up.
         Truong Dinh and Alina called all of us and
we lined up in our lines. They gave the first-timers
dog tags with your name and info; I smiled.  I know
that was the worst camp I ever been in, but I really
got close to certain people in this camp. I still
cherish the memories that were given to me and I
experienced the life threatening moments with
Tiffany and the rest of the crew.

KatieDiep



92         Kyû Nieäm 10 naêm

Kayaking
One of the most fun activities that we did

this year in Scouts was kayaking in June. It was a
hot and sunny day, so kayaking in the cool water
was refreshing as we constantly got wet by our
oars splashing the water. It was also very calming

to row the kayak on the still waters and to look at
all the pretty houses on the docks, with their boats
and their interesting names. Rowing the kayaks
was a little tiring for our arms, but it was still fun
and worth it – we worked up an appetite by the
time we got to the park just in time for the delicious
lunch. After eating and relaxing, we got to kayak
back to the kayaking place to return the kayaks.
Kayaking back this time wasn’t as tiring as the
first time because we were all energized after lunch
and the route seemed shorter. Then we went back
to the park after returning the kayaks and played
volleyball the rest of the day until everyone went
home. That day was very fun and relaxing and was
one of the many good memories of Scouting.

Minh Nguyen

After our weekly Sunday meeting
We headed off for some archery,

Near a Japanese supermarket,
Very close to a reptile zoo,

But that excitement will come later.

Now we’re standing in a long alley,
Holes decorating the walls on the other side.

Bows relaxing on their stand,
Arrows waiting to zoom by.

Did I mention this was my first time?

Soon we added more decoration to the walls
With our lovely targets.

After a few hours of instruction,
Arrows flew everywhere,

Missing their intended targets.

Some almost plopped on the floor.
Some were too high to reach.

Some did hit the target
Only to touch pure white
And not the inner circles.

It so happened
That I shot a bull’s-eye

On my second or third turn.
I did not know how that happened

I was too nervous to even think straight.

After a few “ooh’s” and “aah’s”
And polite applause,

The excitement died down quickly,
But everyone still kept mentioning

That bull’s-eye I just hit.

By Jennifer Truong

Bull’s-eyeBull’s-eyeBull’s-eyeBull’s-eyeBull’s-eye
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Every year the Kha/Thanh would go on
an exclusive camping trip to build our teamwork and
to bond with each other. This camp was formally
known as “Team Building Camp,” or TBC for
short. However, this year the camp was renamed
“The Camp Where We Almost Died.”  The name
change came about because of the heavy snow and
rain that came down upon us during our nights’ sleep,
causing our tents to become wet and soaking
everything inside our tents, including our bodies.

When we arrived at the campsite, Mother
Nature decided to greet us with rain and darkness.
As the Crew tried their best to set up two
canopies and several tents in the dark, the rain came
heavily down upon us. If you were lucky enough to
be wearing good ponchos, then you were spared
from most of the water. However, there were some
Crew members wearing cheap ponchos that ripped
and weren’t very effective in keeping them dry.
After an hour or so, everyone finally managed to
set everything up, despite our fingers shaking from
the cold, and we crawled into our tent for a good
night’s sleep.

In the morning, everyone woke up to find
our sleeping bags, mats, and backpacks wet. Our
clothes were not spared from this invasion of water.
Most of us only had wet spots on the back of our
pants and some on the back of our shirts.  Luckily
the sun came up during PT (physical training) and
kept us dry throughout the day. During our

activities, one of our crew members was missing
because he was recovering from hypothermia from
the night before. Apparently, he went to sleep in
wet clothes and Dinh had to move him to the
truong’s tent in the middle of the night to heal him.
While we were trying to complete our evolutions,
the truong took our sleeping bags outside and
roasted them over a fire. It left our sleeping bags
dry but also caused them to smell like a barbeque.

When tuan Phu Dong was about to start
our next challenge, it started raining again. All of
us ran to grab our sleeping bags and clothes (that
were drying outside) and took shelter inside of our
tents. It was only about four o’clock when we were
forced into our tents, but after an hour or so of
sitting awkwardly, everyone in my tent went to
sleep. I woke up at around seven o’clock to find my
sleeping mat already soaking and prayed that it
would not soak my sleeping bag. Sleeping was
really hard due to the fear of waking up in wet tent
was useless, Alina allowed Melanie, Jennifer, and
I to sleep in her van while Katie slept in the truong’s
tent. After getting comfortable in the van, all three
of us finally had a good sleep without the fear of
hypothermia. In the morning, I heard stories from
the tent next to us about how all of the boys
stayed up all night because they knew that sleeping
would cause their demise. Bryan Cao told me how
they had to hug each other while squatting to keep
warm.  We also woke up to find other members of
the crew inside Christine’s car and Dinh’s truck.
Apparently, everyone knew that sleeping in their
tents meant death so we all took refuge the nearest
object that presented us with a nice sleeping area,
warmth, and safety from the wretched weather.
That object was a car.

TBC aka The
Camp Where We Almost
Died was very memorable
because everyone got to
bond through evolutions,
starvation, and horrible
weather that kept everyone
on the borderline of staying
alive and hypothermia. I
would repeat this camp
again but only if we get
better tents, more supplies,
and more food.

TiffanyHo

TBCTBCTBCTBCTBC
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SnoSnoSnoSnoSnowwwwwed Ined Ined Ined Ined In
Snow.
No matter where you looked, all you could see
was snow.
“Everybody back in your tents, NOW!”
Curious heads had poked out of  tent flaps but
quickly pulled back inside at the sound of the
command. Venture Crew advisor Dinh patrolled
the area to make sure that there weren’t any
lost Venturers freezing to death in the snow.
After all, snowfall was unexpected. No one
prepared for a snow camp, especially not at
TBC.
On a dark and stormy night in February of  this
year, Venture Crew 299 gathered under a single
gazebo at Park West Park—partly to shield
themselves from the torrent, but mostly because
the leaders had to check our stuff to make sure
that we didn’t sneak a little snack into our
clothes. After all, we were about to leave for our
annual TBC, and there was absolutely NO food
allowed.
You may think, What a terrible camp! Not even a
granola bar? Nope. You see, TBC (more formally
known as Team Building Camp), is all about
living up to its name—team building. So? What
does that have to do with food? According to
Dinh, we bond (not only as a team, but as family)
better when we are all miserable and starving
(ever heard of  misery loves company?), so TBC
in short is like a boot camp. Terrible Boot Camp.
However, despite being pushed to our physical,
mental, and emotional limits, TBC really is a
great way to bond our crew. I don’t know about
anyone else, but I always feel much closer to
my teammates after TBC. After all, we just
suffered through an entire weekend together.
Can’t get much closer to people than that, right?
So anyway. Back to this particular year’s TBC.
As I mentioned earlier, we were all huddled
together in the rain that Friday night. It poured
and poured on us the entire night, which meant
that we had to set up our tents in the rain and
sleep in the cold. That first night wasn’t so bad,

except that one of our members got
hypothermia, but that’s another story (he’s okay
now!). The next morning, the rain was
completely gone. Sure, some places were still a
little puddly and it was overcast, but it was no
longer raining, which meant that the coast was
clear for PT—physical training. An hour of
grueling exercises to keep us on our toes and
ready for the REAL activities. After PT was
breakfast, and we ate the usual oatmeal—the
breakfast of champions, as Dinh likes to call
it. Then we plowed on through with our
activities; the skies were still looking clear by
lunch, but before dinner, it started raining
again.
“Everyone in your tents!”
That was the first time we were told to stay
confined to our tents. But a little under an hour
later, it started to snow. For some of  us, it was
the first snowfall we’ve ever witnessed. So
naturally, we all peeked outside of  our tents,
only to be told to get back in—the snow didn’t
look like it would let up any time soon.
Fourteen hours later, it was morning again.
Although it did stop snowing, the damage had
already been done—both of our Easy-Ups
collapsed under the weight of the collected
snow, as well as several Venturers getting so cold
that they had to sleep in cars. This was
definitely not the TBC we were expecting, but
it was still TBC nonetheless! Instead of being
miserable because of the activities, we were still
miserable in the end—miserable that we were
so cold. After all, no one excepted a snow camp,
so no one prepared for one.
Thus in the end, TBC still served its purpose—
even if  we did get snowed on and battered by
all of the elements the entire weekend. Despite
all of  our misery, I wouldn’t trade TBC for
anything.
Except maybe a Thang Tien.
Tammy Mac
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Hi! My name is Phillip Pham and I’ve
been in Lien Doan Chi Linh for about nine years.
I joined Soi Con when I was about seven and have
stuck with it since then. I joined, like just about
everyone else, because my parents forced me to. I
remember my first day at Park West Park; I had
to stand in line with the other kids and we headed
to the flag because it was Chao Co Dau Thang. I
do not remember any specifics, but I do remember
that I had stayed in the Soi Con until I was nine,
then had to quit for about a year because I had
Bible classes the following year which were
scheduled during the same time as weekly
meetings. Soon after I had turned 10 years old, I
returned to the pack and finished off my last year
of Soi. I… really did not enjoy it very much, mainly
because I had a thirst for adventure which could
only be satisfied in the upper “Nhan”: Thieu and
Kha. Thieu Nam in Lien Doan Chi Linh served as
a crucial contribution to who I am today as a
person, not just as a Scout.

I was put into the patrol known as Dai Bang
or the Eagles. My time in this patrol was fairly fun
because my fellow patrol members were very
active and outgoing! I waited several months until
I had earned my Tuyen Hua during a camp. That

camp was memorable because I had been the “star
receiver” in our football games. I remember it
right down to the date and dinner: May 20, 2007
and spaghetti! From then on, I worked on merit
badges and advancing in rank. After the Eagles, I
was placed into Bao, which are the Panthers. To
outline my positions in Thieu, I went from a patrol
member, to an assistant patrol leader, to a patrol
leader, and finally, senior patrol leader. The reason
why I regard my time in Thieu Nam so crucially is
because my fellow Thieu Nam and Scoutmasters
taught me so very much, most of which are
reflected upon the 10 Scout Laws. I can go on and
on about each one, but generally, I can honestly
say that I am a way better person because of them.
Aside from that, I received a newfound
appreciation for nature. My most memorable year
was when I had become the senior patrol leader. I
actually had been nervous, yet proud. I was chosen
for that position and I was not about to disappoint
my Thieu Nam and Scoutmasters. I can tell that I
grew and progressed as a leader during that year
and I hope that I had been a good senior patrol
leader to my boys and Scoutmasters. I do wish I
had done better despite if I really had done well or
not. I’m still not satisfied with how I did, mainly
because I know I could have done better.
Nonetheless, I am extremely grateful for everyone
in Chi Linh that aided me in my growth; even those
who simply just smiled at me. My last year as a
Thieu Nam was coming to a close and I had an
idea of what was to come in Kha/Thanh, but my
expectations and the reality of it were not close at
all…

During the 9th birthday party of Lien Doan
Chi Linh, I bridged up from Thieu into Kha/Thanh,
the venturing crew. I quickly noticed that there
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were more responsibilities. I was expected to
interview each and every one of the crew members
and to write articles on each one. Honestly, I was
surprised because in Thieu, I never had to do
anything like that. Regardless, I completed the
assignment. I was put into the team Yiet Kieu and
now that I think of it, I’m very thankful for my
team. From the beginning until now, I have bonded
with my fellow members and grown closer. The two
events that I found most enjoyable were the Winter
Retreat and surprisingly, TBC (Team Building
Camp). During Winter Retreat, I definitely had fun
because it was basically a time to spend time with
fellow crew members. The thing that was the
highlight of it all was a game we played that was
more on the serious side. In general, the things that
everyone said about each other struck me (in a
good way) and more specifically, the things that
my scoutmasters said to me… about me. Even
remembering now, I am very grateful and thankful
for the crew of Chi Linh. TBC was also very
memorable, even though it was horrifically

painful… My tent was filled with water, the
activities were physically exhausting, and the meals
were small. Yes, it sounds horrible and it was,
HOWEVER, it served its purpose well. It built me
and my fellow team members into a team and we
all grew closer together. And I would never take
that back, despite the measures to do so. Basically,
from the beginning of Kha/Thanh until now, it was
just nonstop bonding and growth. Even now, I
spend time with fellow crew members outside of
Scouting events and this is the result of said
bonding. Our motto of “Team Crew Family”
accurately describes how I feel about the crew. I
am part of a team, which is part of a crew, which
ultimately is a family. Lien Doan Chi Linh has
provided me with some of the most important
people in my life and its valuable teachings which
I would never take back. Lien Doan Chi Linh!
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A strike hike, or more commonly known

as backpacking, is where one hikes in, camps, and
hikes out. I went on my first strike hike with some
crew members in July of 2011 and I enjoyed it very
much! It was a great experience in the outdoors
and I learned a lot from it in regards to what I
should do the next time I go to be more prepared.
I feel glad that our things were inspected before

we all went because there were things that we
needed that we didn’t have and things that we had
but didn’t need. After the preparations were
finished, we began our trip to the Santa Anita
mountains. As soon as we arrived, we all grabbed
our backpacks and strapped them on. We hiked
about four miles in and four miles out. It wasn’t
just a great experience because of the actual
activity, but it was great exercise; especially
because we all had to hike with gear on for said
distance. Also, the fact that I had done so with
some fellow crew members contributed even more
because I spent more time with them. So, after
reaching our destination the first night, we pitched
our tents and made a fire. It was a very tranquil
and enjoyable night because we all just hung out
around the fire and ate our food while sharing
some laughs. We then put up “bear bags” with
things that smelled so the animals couldn’t get to
them. Next, we all went to bed and woke up the

next morning to stretch as well as pack all our
things and hike back. However, we did not directly
hike back to the cars; we made our way to a
waterfall! That, honestly, was the highlight of the
whole hike for me because I had never really seen
one before, much less swim in it! The water was
ice cold and we made our way to the waterfall
from the stream. I actually “took a shower”
underneath a waterfall! It was refreshing and
energizing as I felt the ice cold water against my
skin. Again, we all hung out at the site until
deciding to hike back. One difficult part of hiking
back was that we had started from on top of a
hill. I took it as even more exercise, but I don’t
know about the rest of the hikers... it was an eye
opener because in reality, such a small amount of
people even think of doing things like this. The
outdoors is quite a sight to see and unfortunately,
most people do not have the opportunity to do so.
In conclusion, this trip was well worth the time
and honestly, it was better than I had expected.
The strike hike was awesome but what made it
more enjoyable was doing it with my fellow Chi
Linh crew members!

Phillip Pham

Hiking
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Change.  For many, the word calls forth

mixed feelings.  In my case, change summons a
reaction similar to having cold water dumped over
my head without warning.  Such a feeling had only
been intensified by the two skimpy ropes that
seemed to dangle tauntingly before my eyes back
in September.  I remember the sheer terror that
gripped me during the bridging ceremony; the ice-
cold fear was not only brought about by the fear
of falling – although for a klutz such as myself,
the possibility had been very, very likely – but also
by the new atmosphere that would be forced upon
me once I crossed.  I didn’t want to move forward,
to take that first step onto the teetering bridge.  I
wanted to always stay in the same place, to bring
everything to a standstill.  After all, Kha/Thanh
was a lot different from Thieu; the people up there
were a lot taller, the uniform was completely
different, and the attitudes and mindsets of the
older Scouts were vastly different.  The two groups
were only separated by a few years, yet I couldn’t
imagine what it would be like to wear a different
colored khan; to be in a different team, to shout a

different yell, or to be at the mercy of different
truong.

Once I did make it over – thank God, no
tumbles! – assignments were thrust upon me.  This

did not make the transition seem any more fun.  I
hadn’t even been in Thanh for an hour yet, and
suddenly I was told that I had to interview 30 to
40 strangers.  It was intimidating, to say the least.
However, in hindsight, the interviews actually
served as an icebreaker; I managed to get to know
the names of most of the people in the crew, and I
learned a bit about each of them as well.  The
people there were actually friendlier than I had
imagined and they made the adjustment easier.  As
time passed and I became friends with more people
in the crew, showing up to meetings and learning

the few quirks and twists to being part of the crew
didn’t seem to be so scary after all.

Nearly a year has now passed.  Some will
soon leave, new Thieu will soon bridge up, and
new teams will soon be formed.  I suppose bridging
is a little bit like growing up; an old chapter ends,
a new chapter begins, and one is left reeling at
how bittersweet it all is.  And as much as I’d love
to fly off to Neverland as Peter Pan did, wishing
that goodbyes would not have to be said, I can’t.
This chapter will have to end, and the story goes
on.  But change doesn’t have to be a bad thing.  At
least, this way, we’ll always be moving forward.
Dorothy Nguyen
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